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Agenda
Overview of Newcomers in Alaska - Mara Kimmel

A snapshot of immigrants and the Alaska Economy – Issa Spatrisano  

Investing in our future – Adult Basic Education – Deepika Ramesh Perumal



Our Communities
SOURCE: HTTPS://MAP.AMERICANIMMIGRATIONCOUNCIL.ORG/LOCATIONS/ALASKA/#



Immigration  
Status

U.S. born citizen

Naturalized citizen

Lawful Permanent Resident  

Employment Based Visa

Student Visas

Refugee

Asylee

Temporary Protected Status  

Humanitarian Parole

Deferred Action on Childhood Arrival



Immigration in Alaska by the  
Numbers

J-1 and J-2 visas used in tourism/hospitality/retail, seafood, healthcare, education  

H-1A visas (approx. 50 persons per year) – for labor in farms and greenhouses  

1,100 Alaskans received their permanent residence status in 2023

47,000 visitor visas

32,000 foreign born Alaskans are U.S Citizens  

30,600 foreign born Alaskans eligible to vote

10,300 foreign born Alaskans eligible for naturalization

70 Alaskans here on Deferred Action Childhood Arrival status

Source: Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development



How do I  
get my  
green  
card?







Federal FY 24  Employment  Outcomes

Part Time Jobs
29% of job 
placements  
Average 
wage: 
$16.33/hour

Full Time Jobs
71% of job 
placements  
Average 
wage: 
$18.64/hour



Brain Waste
While the majority of workforce-eligible clients are  
employed, many are working jobs that don’t  
match their work experience and skill capacity.

Regardless of work experience, the majority of  
resettled clients in Alaska (over 60%) are working  
in entry level fields which are generally
lower-paying: janitorial, general labor, food
services, and retail. 

More than one third of workforce-eligible clients 
have work experience in medium to high-skill 
fields such as healthcare, professional, or 
mechanical, but only about 20%  hold roles within 
those fields in Alaska.



Opportunity for training



Alaska Literacy Program
Changing Lives Through Literacy
Since 1974

L ITERACY (noun)
competence or knowledge in a specific area

➔ English

➔ Workplace

➔ Digital

➔ Health

➔ Financial

➔ Family

➔ Test Prep



ALP Students and the Workforce

➔ Average student age:41
➔ 88% are working or available for work



One Student’s Journey
➔ 2016: came to Alaska and joined ALP classes
➔ 2017: become a Peer Leader Navigator and is  

still active with the program
graduated a healthcare training program via  
an ALP and CITC partnership

➔ 2018: began working at Municipal support  
agency, remained over 6 years

➔ 2024: wrote an award application for PLNs  
and wonthe award

➔ 2025: began working at a state support agency



Growth at ALP

Until 2021, ALP averaged
350 students a YEAR

We now average more than
600 students a QUARTER

Over 1,000 individuals
served each year.



Thank you!
Questions?
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