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 HOUSE BILL NO. 35 

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

THIRTY-FOURTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION 

BY REPRESENTATIVE HIMSCHOOT 

Introduced:  1/22/25 
Referred:  Community and Regional Affairs, State Affairs 

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the use and possession of electronic devices by prisoners." 1 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA: 2 

* Section 1. AS 33.30.015(a) is amended to read:3 

(a) The commissioner may not4 

(1) make per capita expenditures for food for prisoners in a state5 

correctional facility operated by the state that exceed 90 percent of per capita 6 

expenditures for food that is available to enlisted personnel in the United States Army 7 

stationed in the state;  8 

(2) provide, in a state correctional facility operated by the state,9 

(A) living quarters for a prisoner into which the view is10 

obstructed; however, the commissioner is not required to renovate a facility to 11 

comply with this subparagraph if the facility is being used as a correctional 12 

facility on August 27, 1997, or if the facility was already built before being 13 

acquired by the department;  14 

(B) equipment or facilities for publishing or broadcasting15 
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material the content of which is not subject to prior approval by the department 1 

as consistent with keeping order in the institution and prisoner discipline;  2 

(C)  cable television service other than a level of basic cable 3 

television service that is available as a substitute for services that are broadcast 4 

to the public in the community in which a correctional facility is located;  5 

(3)  allow a prisoner held in a state correctional facility operated by the 6 

state to  7 

(A)  possess in the prisoner's cell a  8 

(i)  cassette tape player or recorder, [A] video cassette 9 

recorder (VCR), or telephone;  10 

(ii)  computer or electronic tablet unless used for a 11 

purpose approved under (I) of this paragraph [A COMPUTER OR 12 

MODEM OF ANY KIND]; 13 

(B)  view movies rated "R," "X," [OR] "NC-17," or television 14 

shows rated "TV-MA";  15 

(C)  possess printed or photographic material that  16 

(i)  is obscene as defined by the commissioner in 17 

regulation;  18 

(ii)  could reasonably be expected to incite racial, ethnic, 19 

or religious hatred that is detrimental to the security, good order, or 20 

discipline of the institution or violence;  21 

(iii)  could reasonably be expected to aid in an escape or 22 

in the theft or destruction of property;  23 

(iv)  describes procedures for brewing alcoholic 24 

beverages or for manufacturing controlled substances, weapons, or 25 

explosives; or  26 

(v)  could reasonably be expected to facilitate criminal 27 

activity or a violation of institution rules;  28 

(D)  receive instruction in person, or by broadcast medium, or 29 

engage in boxing, wrestling, judo, karate, or other martial art or in any activity 30 

that, in the commissioner's discretion, would facilitate violent behavior;  31 
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(E)  possess or have access to equipment for use in the activities 1 

listed in (D) of this paragraph;  2 

(F)  possess or have access to free weights;  3 

(G)  possess in the prisoner's cell a coffee pot, hot plate, 4 

appliance or heating element for food preparation, or more than three electrical 5 

appliances of any kind;  6 

(H)  possess or appear in a state of dress, hygiene, grooming, or 7 

appearance other than as permitted as uniform or standard in the correctional 8 

facility;  9 

(I)  use a computer or electronic tablet other than those 10 

approved by the correctional facility; the use of a computer or electronic 11 

tablet under this subparagraph may be approved only to facilitate the 12 

prisoner's rehabilitation or the prisoner's compliance with a reentry plan 13 

or case plan developed under AS 33.30.011, as part of the prisoner's 14 

employment, education, [OR] vocational training, access to legal reference 15 

materials, visitation, or health care, or for another purpose identified by 16 

the commissioner in regulation, and may not be used for any other purpose;  17 

(J)  smoke or use tobacco products of any kind; 18 

(4)  allow a state correctional facility operated by the state to 19 

charge a fee for electronic mail or electronic visitation services. 20 

   * Sec. 2. AS 33.30.015 is amended by adding a new subsection to read: 21 

(f) The commissioner may not replace in-person visitation with the use of a 22 

computer or electronic tablet. To the extent practicable, the commissioner may not 23 

replace an existing program or service provided to a prisoner for the purpose of 24 

rehabilitation with the use of a computer or electronic tablet authorized under (a)(3)(I) 25 

of this section. A computer or electronic tablet may be used only to supplement an 26 

existing program or service. 27 

   * Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 28 

read: 29 

APPLICABILITY. AS 33.30.015(a)(4), enacted by sec. 1 of this Act, and 30 

AS 33.30.015(f), enacted by sec. 2 of this Act, apply to services used by a prisoner on or after 31 
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the effective date of this Act. 1 
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SPONSOR STATEMENT 

HOUSE BILL 35 – VERSION N 
“An Act relating to the use and possession of electronic devices by prisoners” 

House Bill 35 recognizes the functionality of 21st century technology and the role it can play in reforming Alaska’s 
correctional system. Current Alaska statute does not include guidelines on prisoner use of electronic devices, making it 
difficult for the Department of Corrections (DOC) to provide devices to prisoners. HB 35 specifies the access a prisoner 
is allowed under DOC supervision in an effort to improve rehabilitation and assist with reentry.  

Tablets and computers are not a luxury. Instead, they are tools that are extremely helpful with the rehabilitation process. 
They allow prisoners to access educational materials, gain experience with workplace technology, and improve 
connectivity to telehealth. Electronic devices also offer supplemental online visitation as a solution to Alaska’s geographic 
vastness. Perhaps most importantly, HB 35 will introduce prisoners to common electronic devices and programs that are 
now ubiquitous within our society.   

Alaska is one of the last states in the nation to introduce devices into prisons. Many other states have implemented similar 
legislation in an effort to enhance prison conditions and reduce contraband brought into correctional facilities. These 
programs have resulted in improvements in prisoner behavior and initiative and have successfully decreased the disparity 
between prison and reentry exposure to everyday technology. 

Device access has the capability of reducing recidivism. Ninety-five percent of Alaska’s current incarcerated population 
will eventually be released. Incarcerated individuals who are released without any support or plan in place are all-too-
often hit with the harsh conditions that they were living in when they were initially arrested, and it is common for those 
individuals to relapse back into substance abuse or reoffend. Unfortunately, the support programs that are currently in 
place to assist with reentry (such as those facilitated through DOC, the Department of Health (DOH), and non-profit 
organizations) do not have the capacity to reach every single inmate before they are released, and electronic devices can 
supplement in-person “inreach” to prisoners while they plan for reentry.  

Allowing prisoners to use specific programs and have limited access to information and services on electronic devices will 
enhance public safety and help ensure that Alaska’s incarcerated population is better prepared for reentry. 

A companion measure to Senate Bill 19 
Staff Contact: Ella Lubin | ella.lubin@akleg.gov | (907) 465-3732 

mailto:ella.lubin@akleg.gov
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SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 

HOUSE BILL 35 – VERSION N 

“An Act relating to the use and possession of electronic devices by prisoners” 

Section 1: 

Adds an exemption (I) to the prohibition against electronic devices for prisoners. It also adds television show ratings to 
the list of banned movie ratings. 

Subparagraph (I) adds additional accepted uses for electronic devices including use for rehabilitative and case plan 
purposes, legal material access, health care access, or another purpose identified by the commissioner in regulation. 

Subparagraph (4) adds language that prohibits correctional centers from charging fees for electronic device use. 

Section 2: 

States that electronic device services are meant to supplement existing services, not replace them, to the extent 
practicable. Electronic devices may not be used to replace in-person visitation. 

Section 3: 

Adds clarifying language regarding the applicability of the effective date. 

A companion measure to Senate Bill 19 
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____________________________________________________________________________ 

Access to Digital Technology  
to Better Serve Justice-Involved Alaskans 

The Alaska Reentry Partnership supports the Department of Corrections (DOC)’s efforts  

to expand opportunities for inmates to access digital technology for access to rehabilitative 

programming and activities, including: vocational training, education, treatment, recovery, 

reentry planning, housing and employment assistance, peer support, faith-based, tribal, 

and visitation—all of which increase the likelihood of success in the community and 

reduced recidivism. Successful reentry means safer communities.  

Since COVID, Alaska's prisons and halfway houses have been challenged with staff 

shortages. Improved access to digital technology will offer more options for rehabilitative 

programming and activities when staff aren’t available.  

In today's world, people need to be 'digitally literate' for basic functioning—filling out 

applications, applying for jobs, banking, communication, etc. People who have been 

incarcerated for decades may not have the skills to operate and be successful in a digital 

world, all critical for reentry success. 

The Partnership also recommends updating institutional policies and infrastructure inside 

Alaska's prisons, halfway houses, and therapeutic court settings to better provide safe and 

secure video conferencing, closed circuit education channels, telehealth, digital tablets, 

computer labs, and more. 

HB 35 (Rep. Himschoot) and SB 19 (Sen. Myers) have introduced bills that will remove a 

barrier in state law that restricts inmates inside Alaska’s correctional facilities from utilizing 

certain electronic devices, such as computers or digital tablets.  

 

Alaska Reentry Partnership 
  A statewide coalition of individuals and organizations promoting success for justice-involved Alaskans 

at all phases of their involvement---pretrial, incarceration, reentry. Members include people with lived 
experience, family members, reentry coalitions, community providers, state and local agencies.  

https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=hb35
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=sb19



