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April 25, 2025

The Honorable Genevieve Mina 
Chair, Health & Social Services Committee 
House of Representatives 
Alaska State Capitol Rm 416 
Juneau, AK 99801

RE: ANHB Support for HB 138 Behavioral Health Crisis Surcharge & Fund 

Dear Chair Mina: 

On behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board (ANHB)1, I write in support of House 
Bill (HB) 138, an Act to establish a behavioral health crisis services surcharge and 
the behavioral health crisis services fund.  

This legislation is a critical step toward addressing the urgent behavioral health 
needs of Alaskans, which have been chronically underfunded for decades. State 
funding for behavioral health in Alaska is more important than ever before to meet 
the needs of escalating mental health and substance use treatment for patients and 
providers statewide. Alaska is facing a dire fiscal situation while federal dollars for 
critical behavioral health and substance use disorder programs are being 
eliminated, 
Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery Grants have been significantly reduced 
since 2019, at a time when investment in these services is most critical. Alaska now 
reports the second-highest adult suicide rate and the highest rate of teen suicide in 
the U.S. Alaska also saw opioid-related deaths significantly increase while other 
parts of the U.S. saw a decline. Failing to fund these services for even one more 
session has real life consequences for Alaskans. 

The effort to stand up Crisis Now in Alaska began with the intent to improve the 
behavioral health system of care so that people experiencing a behavioral health 
crisis can get the right care in the right setting when they need it. The lack of timely 
and localized crisis support can lead to avoidable incarceration, hospitalization, or 
tragic outcomes. HB 138 provides a smart, targeted approach to developing and 
expanding a behavioral health crisis system that meets people where they are
before a crisis becomes a catastrophe.  

 
1 ANHB was established in 1968 to promote the spiritual, physical, mental, social, and cultural well-
being and pride of Alaska Native people. ANHB is the statewide voice on Alaska Native health issues 
and is the advocacy organization for the Alaska Tribal Health System (ATHS), which is comprised 
of Tribal health programs that serve all of the 229 Tribes and over 234,000 Alaska Native and 
American Indian people throughout the state. As the statewide Tribal health advocacy organization, 

communication with state and federal agencies on matters of concern. 



 

HB 138 would create a sustainable and predictable fund source for Crisis Now related 
services across Alaska. At $0.98 per line, HB 138 is projected to generate $6-8 million 
annually. In addition to providing funding directly to Crisis Now services, the expansion of 
those services would reduce the pressure on law enforcement, first responders, hospitals, 
and corrections. These funds will support mobile crisis teams, the Careline/988, 23-hour 
stabilization centers, workforce development, and increasing community driven culturally 
appropriate outreach, programs, and services, improving health outcomes statewide. 
 
We applaud your leadership and dedication to advancing solutions that address the 
complex behavioral health needs of our state. ANHB supports HB 138 to fund chronically 
underfunded but critical services in Alaska and we ask the members of the House Health 
and Social Services Committee to move HB 138 forward and support its passage into 
law. 
 
Thank you for your continued advocacy for the health and well-being of all Alaskans. If 
you have any comments or questions regarding our recommendations in this letter, 
please contact ANHB at anhb@anhb.org or via telephone (907) 729-7510. 
 
Sincerely,
 

 
 
Chief William F. Smith, Chairman 
Alaska Native Health Board 
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April 21, 2025

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support for HB 138 – Behavioral Health Crisis Surcharge and Fund
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From: Nicholas Haas
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: HB 138 Letter of Support
Date: Tuesday, April 22, 2025 8:09:19 AM

Health & Social Services Committee,

My name is Nicholas (Nick) Haas and I am the Security Manager at Mat-Su Regional Medical
Center. I consistently see the need for additional Behavioral Health and Crisis Now support,
specifically in Mat-Su Borough. Law Enforcement and EMS do not have the manpower or
bandwidth to support the volume of Alaskans in behavioral health crises. The Mobile Crisis
Team and similar organizations augment Law Enforcement and alleviate the excess load
placed on their shoulders. Current funding for additional resources is critical to assisting first
responders within our communities. I am also a member of the Crisis Intervention Team
coalition and a graduate of the Crisis Intervention Team Academy. I have seen firsthand what
a dedicated community can do to combat the behavioral health crises we are seeing in the
Mat-Su Borough. As an Alaskan, and as a professional that sees the value in Behavioral and
Crisis Support Services in my community, I fully support HB 138. My opinions are my own and
not necessarily a representation of my organization or employer.

-- 
Very Respectfully,

Nicholas (Nick) Haas
Chief of Security
Public Safety Department
Mat-Su Regional Medical Center
2500 S Woodworth Loop
Palmer, AK 99645
907-861-6575 (Office)
907-982-5453 (Cell)

Disclaimer: This electronic message may contain information that is Proprietary, Confidential, or legally
privileged or protected. It is intended only for the use of the individual(s) and entity named in the
message. If you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender immediately and
delete the material from your computer. Do not deliver, distribute or copy this message and do not
disclose its contents or take any action in reliance on the information it contains.

This is a confidential patient safety work product communication.  It is protected from disclosure pursuant
to the provisions of the Patient Safety and Quality Improvement Act "42 CFR, Part 3" and other state and
federal laws.  Unauthorized disclosure or duplication is prohibited.  









 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Brenda McFarlane - Crisis Now Community Coordinator

Phone: (907) 459-6793 Fax: (907) 459-6710

800 Cushman Street, Fairbanks, AK, 99701

22 April 2025

Representative Genevieve Mina
Health & Social Services Committee

Dear Health & Social Service Committee Members,

Thank you for this opportunity for the City of Fairbanks Crisis Now Coordinator to express strong support for 
House Bill 138 to expand crisis service capacity across the state. 

The Fairbanks City Council passed Resolution 5145 in December 2024 to ask the Alaska State Legislature to 
prioritize the development and expansion of a crisis behavioral health system in the State of Alaska.

Our community members have been advocating for an alternative to an emergency room or correctional 
facility for their loved ones for decades. The City of Fairbanks supports Careline Alaska, Mobile Crisis Teams
across the state, and the formation of ‘No Wrong Door’ Crisis Stabilization Centers which accept 100% of 
referrals from law enforcement, emergency service providers, and the public.

The City has had the distinct privilege of partnering with Alaska Behavioral Health for the provision of Mobile 
Crisis Team response to citizens in distress for the last 3.5 years. The team is operated to the full fidelity of 
the Crisis Now model, integrated with our public safety professionals, and keeps over 82% of community 
members in their community—diverting them from the hospital and incarceration. We are seeing the fruits of 
our labor as the Alaska State Troopers are now partnered with the Mobile Crisis Team and the team’s call 
volume is expanding—with 113 calls in March 2025. This is not the time to lose momentum in the provision of 
a secure funding source for these services which will eventually save the state money. Every diversion of an 
individual with Medicaid insurance from an emergency room stay, hospital admission, and possible transfer 
to the Alaska Psychiatric Facility saves the State of Alaska thousands of dollars. 

The City of Fairbanks supports and asks the legislature to continue to support the establishment of crisis 
services to build capacity for individuals in crisis to be served appropriately in their regions.

Sincerely,

Brenda McFarlane                                                                                                                                                                                    
Crisis Now Community Coordinator
Mayor’s Office, City of Fairbanks                                                                                                                                                         
bmcfarlane@fairbanks.us | | 907-459-9764



Actionable Data Consulting LLC        (907 )414-8180        mt@actionabledataconsulting.com

Dear Representative Mina and the House Health and Social Services Committee,

I am writing in support of HB 138. This bill will allow crucial funding for our Behavioral Health 
Crisis Services.  I am the Mat-Su Crisis Now Coordinator, and I have seen the development 
of these types of crisis services in my community.  Twelve years ago, someone having a 
behavioral health crisis in our community would end up either at Mat-Su Pretrial or the local 
emergency room.    Now, 
we have a crisis call line, a mobile crisis team, and some crisis stabilization. Our residents 
are getting the care they need to resolve the crisis and not end up in crisis again in the near 
future.

Grants are key to keeping these services alive because other funding streams either do not 

, and federal dollars for 
critical behavioral health and substance use disorder programs are being slashed, and we 
expect to see more cuts. Alaska's Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery Grants have 

HB 138 will allow us sustainable funding for Crisis Now-related services in Mat-Su and other 
parts of Alaska. This is key to having a parallel crisis system for behavioral health, as we do 
for physical health. This funding, which could generate $6-8 million annually, could help us 
build out a complete continuum of care for people in behavioral health crisis. This would 
create a healthier state with Alaskans who are participating successfully in the workforce, 
with their families, and with their communities.

I urge you to support HB 138.

Sincerely,

Wasilla, Alaska





400 N Yenlo Street, Sweet 102, Wasilla AK 99645     907-414-4077   barbara.mongar@valleycharities.org 

April 22, 2025

Chair Mina and the Health & Social Services Committee 
 
Subject: In support of HB 138  

 

Dear Representative Mina, 

My name is Barbara Mongar and I live in Palmer, Alaska. I am the Coordinator of the Mat-Su Reentry 
Coalition. I am writing in support of HB 138. 

The Mat-Su Reentry Coalition and its partners provide hands-on support for Alaskans leaving 
incarceration and successfully returning to their communities. We help them get employment, housing, 
and access to treatment and healthcare. 

Many of the individuals we work with have mental and substance abuse issues and would benefit from 
having access to Crisis Now-related services.  

Alaska s Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery Grants have been significantly cut since 2019. Alaska 
not only has the 2nd highest rate of adult suicide, it also has seen opioid- related deaths significantly 
increase in recent years.  

 

HB 138 seeks to provide sustainable and predictable funding for Crisis Now-related services across 
Alaska by establishing a behavioral health crisis Service surcharge and establishing the behavioral health 
crisis fund. At $.98 per line, HB 138 is estimated to generate $6-8 million annually. The 988/Crisis Now 
framework seeks to alleviate the burden on law enforcement, first responders, hospitals, and 
corrections.  
 

I support HB 138 because funding flexibility is built in to allow communities to expand capacity and Crisis 
Now related services based on specific local needs and gaps.  Behavioral health crisis related services 
help individuals experiencing a crisis get stabilized and become contributing members of their 
communities. 

Sincerely, 

 

______________________________ 

Barbara A. Mongar      
5945 E. Bideford Blvd,  
Palmer, Alaska 99645 





From: Dustin Morris
To: House Health and Social Services
Subject: support for HB 138
Date: Wednesday, April 23, 2025 11:08:26 AM

Dear Members of the Alaska State Legislature, Health & Social Services Committee

I am writing in support of House Bill 138.

This bill will help people in Alaska who are going through mental health or addiction crises by
creating a small monthly fee on phone bills. The money will go into a special fund to support
the 988 crisis line and other important services, like training for workers, public education,
and helping people in danger get the care they need.

This is a smart and fair way to make sure help is there when people need it most. A small cost
each month can help save lives and build a stronger, healthier Alaska.

Please vote yes on HB 138.

Sincerely,
Dustin Morris
Anchorage, Alaska

-- 

Dustin Morris (he/him/his)

2SLGBTQIA+ Ally

Email: dustin@northernrelations.com
Facebook | Instagram | LinkedIn | #dustindoodles





April 22, 2025

To: Representative Genevieve Mina

 

Dear Health & Social Service Committee Members, 

 
 

 I 

 
 

—
With partnering 
is expanding—

 

 

 
Linda Setterberg 

 
 

 
 

lindassett@gmai  



April 22, 2025

To: Representative Genevieve Mina

Dear Health & Social Service Committee Members,
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