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	Alaska State Legislature


Please enter into the record my testimony to the __________Senate Finance_______              Committee
on ___SJR9 ______ dated _________020314_________________.

Dear Committee Members:

 

I am writing a brief comment concerning SJR-9, although”brief” doesn’t cover the issues adequately.  I strongly oppose the idea of taking monies supporting the public schools’ educational programs and creating vouchers for private education.  I have no qualms about private schools, charter schools, or home schooling; but, personally knowing the immense responsibilities the public schools have attempting to educate the entire spectrum of population socially, economically, and racially, I cannot see justification of removing ANY funds, but could see adding additional funds.  As a teacher myself, I know the public classroom and the incredible challenges of teaching the public sector.  Beyond the evident need for educational basics, the public schools are also havens for safety and warm meals, and they are classrooms for social and moral education.  Removing funds does not create a better environment for teaching and learning; instead it causes cuts in funding for important programs that help the poor and underprivileged, and it raises class sizes that hampers effective teaching by even the most gifted and competent educator.  Please DO NOT SUPPORT SJR – 9.  

 

Sincerely,

 

Susan Biggs

Soldotna, Alaska
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