January 31, 2014

From: Mr. Lynn Willis

10140 Hillcrest Lane

Eagle River, Alaska 99577

Testimony Regarding SJR 9 (Proposing amendments to the Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to state aid for education)

     Absent a thorough financial analysis of the impact of this Resolution on state and local funding of schools, SJR9 should not be recommended for passage.  Alaskans deserve to know, to the greatest degree possible, the impact of this constitutional amendment on our now dwindling financial resources. 
    Because this resolution is really about nothing other than vouchers, I do not believe that you would be intellectually honest to parse this bill into two phases; first pass it, then worry about the financial impact    Haven’t we just learned from the national health care situation the folly of trusting those in office to: “just pass the bill and worry about the impact later”?
  I suggest you address these questions: 

1.  If we grant vouchers to parents as allowed by court decision and supported by the Governor, are these vouchers to be for the exact tuition amount or will they be for some amount such as the BSA (Basic Student Allowance) with parents eligible to recoup the difference between actual tuition cost and the value of the voucher for other educational expenses?
2.  Will the state insist on non-public schools retaining assets to insure solvency for a necessary period of time and/or be willing to assist local public schools to absorb the cost of a failed non-public school?  

3.  Will the state be obligated to fund a bureaucracy to oversee the academic performance and/or facility safety of non-public schools receiving state/local funds? 

4.  Will the state direct the closure of public schools or assist local administrations to cover the cost of operating schools due to the loss of funds diverted to voucher programs? 

5.  Are those who bear the cost of local schools be required to fund non-public schools to a degree equal to the current local contribution for public schools?  

If you won’t examine the cost of SJR9 then please don’t recommend passage.  Thank you.    
