
Tlingit Culture 
Language and Literacy 

(TCLL) Program
Established 2001, by Juneau School District, 

Sealaska Heritage Institute
1



TCLL Original Teachers

Kookawás’i 
Kitty Eddy,
Yanyeidí

Shx’é Nancy 
Douglas,
Yanyeidí
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TCLL Juneau School District Staff 
*Principal: Stisháa - Molly Yerkes

*Biliteracy Specialist - Naakil.aan - Hans Chester 

K/1 Kalcháni - Josh Jackson &  *Seigóot - Jessica Chester

2/3 Mrs. Kasey Mow & Jinkasa.ee *Rose Willard

4/5: Aknailluk - Adele Hagevig & *VACANT

Middle School: Kaalkéis’ - Renée Drummond, & *L yanwudagaat - Nae Tumulak 

Resource Teacher: Volodymyr Lishchenko 
Resource Paras: Raekwon Razor, Tasheena St. Clair, Olena Yavtushenko, Yelana George

*Positions currently funded by SHI 3



Elders - Supported by Sealaska Heritage
● Kaakal.aat, Florence Marks 

Sheakley, Lukaax.ádi
● Geis’, Genevieve Guanzon, 

Deisheetaan
● Yéil Xaagú, John Hanlon, 

L’uknax.ádi
● In Memoriam, Kaaxkwei, 

Leona Santiago, 
Kaagwaantaan, Yanwaa Sháa
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Indigenous Future Educators 
Program Interns - Dual Credit 

● Sarah Jackson
● Makaley Johnson
● Lee Richter
● Mary Johnson
● Amelia Abeyta

Interns and Practicum Students  
supported by  Sealaska Heritage  

UAS Language Teacher  Program- 
Practicum

● Daal.átjaa - Casey Moats 

CHOICE Program Interns
● Lily Willard
● Kaiya Schwartzengraber

5



TCLL Leads Culture and Language 
Instruction Across the Globe
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Haa Gáas’i - Our Corner Posts

7



Tlingit Literacy Development
Systematic, Explicit  Tlingit 
Literacy Instruction

Literacy instruction
● Phonemic Awareness
● Word Work
● Word Reading
● Grammar
● Spelling
● Question and Answer 

paradigms

Formative Assessment
● High Frequency Phrases
● CORE Phonics Screener
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Tlingit Alphabet Shared Sounds between 
Tlingit and English
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Syllable Division 
Patterns

Phonological Awareness Scope & 
Sequence
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Biliteracy -AK DEED Alaska Native 
Language Arts Standards (ANLAS)
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Oral Narrative Standards 

“Only through stories and traditions like these do 
we begin to learn who we are, no matter who we 

are,” Keixwnéi ,Nora Marks Dauenhauer, Haa Shuká

Listening 
ON.L.1- Develop culturally expected listening skills in both the Tlingit and English 
languages. 
ON.L.2- Identify the elements of Expression of oral narratives in both the Tlingit 
and English languages. 

Cultural Understanding
ON.CU.1- Understand the responsibility that comes with hearing oral narratives.
ON.CU.2- Haa Shuká / Understand use and purpose of Tlingit Oral Narratives. 
ON.CU.3- Understand that oral narratives do not function alone in society, they 
are at.óow and have accompanying parts. 
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Oral Narrative Standards 

“Speak so others can hear you.” 
Kaséix, Selina Everson

Comprehension
ON.C.1 Understand the common structure of oral narratives
ON.C.2- Understand that there are various versions of 
narratives. 
ON.C.3- Identify words and phrases that support 
comprehension 

Recite
ON.T.1-Effectively recites excerpts of oral narratives, in the 
Tlingit language.
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TCLL Collaborations to Support 
Biliteracy Assessment

AK DEED-  Alaska Native Language Arts Standards (ANLAS)

University of Oregon- Literacy Screeners for Alaska 
Indigenous Languages (LSAIL) - Tlingit literacy benchmarks

WIDA - World-class Instructional Design and Assessment 
Designers of valid and reliable language acquisition 
assessments (used in JSD for ESL students) 
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Literacy Screeners for Alaska Indigenous 
Languages (LSAIL) – Tlingit Literacy Screener
● Phonological Awareness Tasks

○ Blending & Segmenting 
phonemes

○ Blending & Segmenting 
syllables

○ Segmenting syllables
● Word Reading

○ Decoding (wpm)
● Reading Passages

○ 1-5th grades, reading fluency
● Basic Comprehension

○ understanding
○ Sentence Verification 

Technique, in development
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• Daily, direct, explicit Tlingit literacy lessons, 
K-5, matching curriculum cycle, begins Fall ’26

• Field test new assessment tools for High 
Frequency Phrases and CORE Phonics Screener, 
K-5, begins Fall ’26

• Daily Tlingit reading instruction in 
Kindergarten/First grade, begins Fall ’26

Future of TCLL Literacy
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