Board of Directors

Michael Hand
President
F/V Seaview

Dennis Zadra
Vice-President
F/V Raging Buill

Forest Jenkins
Vice-President

F/V Intruder & Setnet
Steven Swartzbart

Treasurer
F/V Alpine

Hayley Hoover
F/V Nellie Juan

Jason Lee
F/V Home Channel

Mike Meints
F/V Morning Star

Ryan Thorne
F/V Amy Rae

Marc Carrel
F/V Silver Moon

Andrew Scudder
F/V Gorbuscha

Makena O'Toole
F/V Freyja Dawn

Phyllis Shirron
F/V Cape Fear

John Kraning
F/V Mongrel

Staff

Kelsey Hayden
Operations Director + FVA

Hannah Heimbuch
Policy Director

5009 First Street, P.O. Box 939, Cordova, AK 99574 -

L.
\ 4

CORDOVA DISTRICT

FISHERMEN

—— UNITED ——

April 30, 2026

Senate Resources Committee & House Special Committee on Fisheries
Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Letter of Support for Tracy Welch for CFEC Commissioner

To whom it may concern,

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) writes to express our strong
support for the confirmation of Tracy Welch as Commissioner for the
Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC).

Through her leadership as Executive Director of United Fishermen of
Alaska, Tracy consistently demonstrates her ability to navigate complex
policy landscapes while maintaining the trust of a broad and diverse
fishing community. She brings a deep understanding of Alaska’s
commercial fisheries, grounded both in professional experience and in her
lived connection to the state and its coastal communities.

Tracy’s strengths in administration, stakeholder engagement, and
consensus-building are well suited to guide CFEC’s important work. She
is knowledgeable about the systems managed by the commission, and its
role in providing fisheries access and supporting economic stability. Just
as importantly, she approaches her work with integrity, transparency, and
a commitment to listening.

CDFU is confident that Tracy Welch will provide thoughtful, steady
leadership at CFEC and maintain a strong connection between the
Commission and the fishermen and communities it serves. We
respectfully urge your support for her appointment.

Sincerely,

Pl—PH-

Michael Hand, President
Cordova District Fishermen United
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