Doniece Gott
“

From: Casie Warner <l

Sent: Maonday, April 10, 2023 5:46 PM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: FY24 Operating Budget

Senate Finance Committee,

Alaska is currently facing a significant child care capacity shortage, which is expected to have a massive impact on the
state's fiscal future. It is imperative that action is taken during this legislative session to address this issue and help boost
the supply of child care services. This will enable parents to return to work, thereby driving economic growth and
moving us closer to full employment.

As you prepare to vote on the passage of the FY24 Operating Budget, we urge you to support budget amendments that
allocate funding for child care. Your support for this critical initiative will have a positive impact on the lives of Alaskan
families and will play a crucial role in securing a better future for our state.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Casie Warner
e

Seward AK
99664



Dear Senators that make up the Finance Committee,

My name is Sharlay Mamoe. I am the executive director of the Petersburg Children’s
Center; however, ] am writing to testify on my own behalf. [ am writing to ask that you all
consider putting more funds to the childcare grant in the amount of 15 millien dollars and
raise the cap to $500 per child. If more funding is put toward the childcare grant the staff at
the Petersburg Children’s Center would be much better compensated, allowing us to hire
more staff and allow more people to get to work.

I have been associated with the early childcare industry since 2015 when [ came back
to Alaska with my family for work and 1 put my daughter in care; [ distinctly remember the
director at the time telling me I got lucky that 1 was able to immediately enroll my daughter,
and that typically families stay on the waitlist for a few years. [ then became the president of
the board of directors. During my years as a board member, I wanted the compensation for
my daughter’s caregivers to be higher as their work is so important; being brain builders.

In 2018 [ had decided to make a career change and then became the executive
director of the Petersburg Children’s Center; | have since been working hard to try to get my
staff the compensation they deserve. I truly believe that our career is super important; it is
only second to the work of a parent in the child’s life; research proves this point. In my five
years of working at the Petersburg Children’s Center [ have had turnover just as everyone
else has, and almost EVERY time the staff member found a higher paying job. Childcare
staff cannot make enough money to properly care for their family with the wages we are
offering, and we cannot offer higher wages without pricing out the parents.

Our staff are currently being paid $13.00 an hour starting; a local cannery in my town
is paying $18.06.$18.06 to clean a fish versus $13.00 to build the brains of the children in
our care and allowing their parents to work. As a result of the cannery paying so much, I am
losing staff to work at the plant this summer; this staffing loss scares me for the families we
provide care for because we may have to close classrooms leaving families without care.
This loss in staffing also puts undue pressure and stress onto an already stressed staff, and
could lead to more staff loss, and perhaps even a closure of the entire center, God forbid.

Losing staff from not paying them enough is incredibly stressful because | am not
able to fix the problem without consequence. I believe [ am right where I need to be in life.
love my career choice; 1 love the children 1 care for; however, [ am very tired of watching
them cry when their caregiver leaves, and my staff being stressed from being so short staffed.
I am extremely tired of being extremely stressed all the time by toxic stress if you will. I truly
believe that if the childcare grant is funded with the $15 million dollars and the childcare cap
is $500 childcare staff will see an immediate increase in their pay which would be a
wonderful first step to showing the childcare staff that they are appreciated and essential for
Alaska. Thank you for your considerations and time to read this letter.



Doniece Gott

From: Blythe Marston

Sent: Saturday, April 15, 2023 9:20 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Funding the Alaska Cultural Trust
Senators,

The State of Alaska has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to strengthen the cultural vibrancy of its communities and
provide for diverse economic development.

In 2021, based on the work the legislature had previously funded for determining how to encourage private funding for
the arts, the Alaska State Council on the Arts reviewed, discussed, and approved Developing a Cultural Trust for
Alaskans.

Last year, based on that work and with donations from individuals and entities, the Alaska Community Foundation
formed the Alaska Cultural Trust. WESTAF committed funding for a staff position to help the Trust grow. These are
partnering matches already achieved. Other state cultural trusts' successes indicate the need for a solid corpus from
which to grow a strong and effective cultural trust as a private institution that sustains arts, culture and economic
development.

Alaska has done the work to analyze, prepare, and open a cultural trust. Doing so creates the opportunity for the State
of Alaska to invest, ensuring that Alaska has a partner in the private sector to support the arts, culture, and future
economic development through both.

Please support the Alaska Cultural Trust CAPSIS request for at least S1 Million as a 10% seed and partnering support that
will encourage philanthropic and private donations in support of Alaska’s cultural heritage. Doing so at this critical
juncture will have a resounding and lasting impact for Alaska, its culture, and its economy.

* The U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that in 2020, during the pandemic, cultural production accounted for
$1.3 Billion and 2.6% of the Alaska economy. However, Alaskan employment in this sector was particularly devastated
during the pandemic, decreasing at a rate of 11% between 2019 and 2020 while overall state employment decreased by
7%. In the event of future unforeseen events or disasters that deeply impact the culture sector, an Alaska Cultural Trust
will be positioned as an additional resource for immediate and long-term recovery to ensure Alaska’s cultural assets are
protected.

» Alaska’s culture is integral to its economic diversity. Data cited above, from the U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis,
shows that the culture is a significant part of Alaska's economy with an impact larger than both the utilities industries
and agriculture and forestry industries. Alaska is recognized as a national cultural leader, a magnet for artists and art
enthusiasts, and cultural assets create destinations for tourists. A robust culture sector will leverage and attract parallel
industries with jobs that provide a sustainable economic engine for Alaska. Those effects can be seen at the community
level, as local arts activity boosts revenues for restaurants, retailers, transportation providers and many other
businesses.

*  Because of our culture and history Alaska’s communities can continue to be successful, dynamic, and attractive
places to live, work, play and raise our families. They also connect Alaskans to one another, which has taken on extra
importance following the pandemic.

*  Alaska should ensure that it provides world class quality cultural experiences in every corner of the state, today and
for the future. A public private partnership supported by the state would ensure that every borough has access to the
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benefits of the cultural support that rural communities are not left behind.

*  Culture is critical to education, success in school and workforce preparation. Engaging in and cultural activities
develops resilient, creative minds that maximize new opportunities and find solutions to life’s challenges.

*  Equity in the disbursement of funds to rural Alaska is a goal of the Trust. Alaska is comprised of many disparate
geographic regions which face barriers in resources that cultural bearers deserve. Marketing and providing access to
resources for all Alaskans is a key strategy of the Trust.

*  Culture embodies Alaskan pride and defines who we are. Alaska is a place where people, citizens, and visitors alike

are transformed by the quality of their experiences. As a result, culture should be visible as essential to our community,
connecting people of all ages and cultures, fostering understanding and respect among ourselves, with others, and with
place.

A State investment now will significantly advance Alaska as a highly desirabie place to live and work, create economic
opportunities within the State, and globally position Alaska as a place that values its cultural and historic heritage.

By partnering with those individuals and entities that have aiready provided start-up seed money and funded Alaska
Cultural Trust staff, the State of Alaska can significantly: 1) advance culture as @ much needed private-public partnership
for community and economic development, 2) cultivate a vibrant nonprofit culture network characterized by financially
sustainable organizations flexible enough to respond to needs of diverse individual communities, and 3) champion
private investment that advance Alaskan culture and historic preservation. Please vote in favor of providing the
partnering seed money to develop a private funding arm for Alaska's arts and culture.

Thank you,
Blythe Marston

Blythe Marston

3001 McCollie Avenue
Anchorage, Alaska 99517
{907) 244-9163



Doniece Gott

From: Chris GC| .

Sent: Monday, April 17, 2023 3:43 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Cc asia@bunnellarts.org; andrea.noble@alaska.gov; Anastasia Hoffman
Subject: Alaska Cultural Trust

1 urge your support and approval of a funding request now before you for the Alaska Cultural Trust in the amount of
$1,000,000.00

The Alaska Cultural Trust was recently created under the auspices of the Alaska Arts and Cultural Foundation, a board on
which | have served since its inception. AACF administers several special purpose funds, including one established after
the death of my late wife, Margaret Nick Cooke. The Alaska Cultural Trust will have a different purpose, to promote,
protect and preserve the unique, varied and vital cultures of Alaska.

The Alaska Cuitural Trust was created with donations from several individuals {and | believe | made the largest individual
donation). With support this year from the Legislature, the ACT will be able to access funding from a variety of public
and private sources which will, over time, greatly expand the corpus of the trust and become a resource for the support
of arts and cultural efforts throughout the state for the benefit of all Alaskans.

Thank you for your consideration.

Christopher Cooke

Anchorage, AK 99502

Sent from my iPad
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From: April Counceller <uEGEG_GEEEN-
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 1:07 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Alutiig Museurmn CAPSIS Request; Renovation

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

I am writing to seek your support for the Alutiiq Heritage Foundation (aka, AlutiiqQ Museum) CAPISIS
request for gap funding for our renovation & expansion project. This project has received funding from the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, Rasmuson Foundation, Koniag, the Kodiak Area Native Association,
and Institute for Museum & Library Services, among others. Despite the high level of support, rising
construction costs have challenged the project which breaks ground in just a few months in July 2023.
Scope reductions have helped reduce the project budget, but a 3.1M gap still remains.

This renovation and expansion is critical for the AlutiiqQ Museum's work in Kodiak. New exhibits and a
larger store will help increase our economic impact through tourism and artist sales, and a classroom will
provide much-requested space for trainings and workshops. Increased collections storage will help our
nationally-accredited and Alaska State certified repository care for the many collections we hold in trust -
including numerous State-owned collections.

This is a difficult budget year, but I hope that you will support this project which will mean so much to the
community of Kodiak and the surrounding rural villages in our service area.

Respectfully Yours,
April Counceller

T &
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g5
Alutiy
MUSEUM
April G.L. Counceller, Ph.D
Executive Director
Alutiig Museum & Archaeological Repository
ph: 844-425-8844 fx; 8663357767
http://alutigmuseum.org




Doniece Gott

From:; April Counceller «eymifiini——
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 10:47 AM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Alaska Cultural trust

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

I am writing today to ask for you to support the CAPSIS request for seed funding of the Alaska Cultural
Trust.

I am a member of the Alaska Arts and Culture Foundation, and a nonprofit arts leader in my community,
so I have been closely following the progress to establish this trust for over a decade.

The establishment of the Alaska Cultural trust will help sustain Alaska’s cuitural heritage and languages in
both rural and urban areas. It will provide grants to Alaskan artists and organizations to preserve and
elevate the rich and varied art and

culture we enjoy in Alaska. This sector has significant benefit to Alaskan residents and also attracts more
visitors to our State.

I recognize that the budget is tight this year, but I urge you to assign a $1M appropriation so that this
fund can begin securing matching funding from federal and private sources.

Thank you for your consideration,

April Counceller
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MUSEUM
April G.L.. Counceller, Ph.D
Executive Director
Alutiig Museum & Archaeological Repository
ph: 844+425-8844 fx; 866+335-7767
hitp://alutiigmuseum.org




Doniece Gott

e e ]

From: joan Clover <
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 9:37 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Alaska Legal Services

Legislators: | have volunteered with Alaska Legal Services for many years and have seen their services and personel up
close. They are professional and committed. Most important for your consideration however, is that Alaskans without
financial resources--and without Alaska Legal Services—-would be without recourse and guidance in so many situations. |
volunteer in Family Law issues, divorce, custody, guardianship, Child Support Services, ect., in other words, very
personal and very important everyday problems that Alaskans face. Without Alaska Legal Services these people would
be lost. We, volunteer attorneys, can only volunteer when the structure is there to assist us and facilitate our
efforts. Funding for Alaska Legal Services is absolutely necessary if the promise of "equal justice under the law,” a
foundation of our democracy is to be truth.

Thank you for considering my opinion.

Jean Clover



Doniece Gott

From: Randi Sweet < apinnenfuiSNenEy

Sent; Wednesday, April 19, 2023 9:46 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Senior and Disability Services Grants (DOH/SDS) Please support the Governor proposed
$1,498,200

The number of older Alaskans is increasing. Keeping Seniors/Elders in their homes and communities is what they want
and is the least expensive option vs. institutional care which is a higher cost to the State of Alaska.

The services grants contribute to the safety net for Seniors/Elders including meals {Meals on Wheels and congregate
meals); transportation for shopping and appointments; household assistance, health prometion, adult day programs
{helps with individual socialization and respite for their families). These grants also help fund the Independent Living
Centers and the Aging and Disability Resource Centers.

Please fund the grants to help Seniors/Elders, their families and their communities.

Thank you,

Randi Sweet
Seldovia AK
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From: Nina Faust <uuEERyaE>
Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2023 6:44 AM
To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Budget

Dear Senate Finance Committee Members:

I hold out hope that the Senate will move in a direction that will provide enough maoney to bring our education system
back up to snuff to serve the people of this state in a quality way. Please raise the BSA to a higher level, $1300 or more,
to address the urgent needs of school districts across the State. From what | am reading and learning from teachers in
the classrooms, our schools are in crisis! There are schools that cannot get qualified teachers to fill positions,
maintenance has been deferred so long some schools have dangerous situations. Districts are now cutting programs like
theater and pools that are not really frills when you look at how important they are to communities, to teaching the
whole student, and to those who are not so academically motivated. Adequate education is not only constitutionally
required, it saves us money in the long run by averting problems with students who may fall through the cracksin a
crumbling education system.

Do not waste our money on taking over the 404 Primacy section. This is no more than a move to subvert the oversight
of the Clean Water Act so that the State can approve projects like the Pebble mine that the majority of Alaskans do not
want. Renewable resources, such as our salmon runs and clean water, will not be served well by having the State waste
its scarce money on a program already funded by the Federal government. It will cost vastly more than the initial $5
million and probably resuit in a lot more lawsuits to stop unsuitable development. Put that money instead into a proven
program that will benefit the State and its people, the Renewable Energy Fund. That will move us in a more sustainable
direction and avoid the hidden costs not reflected in this unwise move to take over the 404 Primacy section.

Capital Projects—I am not in favor of funding a mega harbor in Homer. This project has been hastily pushed at a size
that could overwhelm this community and possibly cost so much that the community will be unable to pay for its
maintenance and operation down the road.

Do not spend down the Constitutional Reserve by borrowing the amount necessary to pay for an oversized PFD. Go with
a modest PFD just over $1000 and use the rest to fund needed state services.

The Public Assistance cuts that will reduce programs that feed hungry kids should be restored. Funding to senior
centers, disability services, medicaid, and other programs that support the needy should be maintained and in many
cases increased.

| hope the Senate will be the body that stands firmly to fully fund education, public services, transportation, safety, and
the health of communities. We cannot continue to fund huge PFDs at the expense of the public services that make this
state a great place to live. We have seen how detrimental past fiscal policies have been to our communities, our
schools, our health care system, our ferry system, child care, elder care. The population flight from the state and the
difficulty in finding workers and housing for summer workers, all point to the need to once again invest in the state to
rebuild what is crumbing before our very eyes. State income tax, tax on e-cigarettes, taxes on out-of-state workers and
businesses, closing the gap on oil taxes, and other means of bringing in dependable and predictable revenues will all
help balance the budget. It is time to finally build a sustainable income for the state that will not deplete our savings.
Please stay the course of a smaller PFD, fund the programs we need, and develop sustainable revenue sources.

Respectfully,



Nina Faust



Doniece Gott

From: Carrie Nash =i

Sent: Thursday, April 20, 2023 9:32 AM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: HB41 Funding for disability support services in Medicaid budget
Hello!

I would like to thank the Senate Finance Committee for considering the needs of disabled Alaskans and
their caregivers.

I am asking you all to support the $15M increment of funding for one year of the DD sustainability
program. While my disabled adult daughter was successful in receiving Medicaid funding for basic and
much-needed support services, many very disabled Alaskans spend over 52 months on the waitlist for
services very foundational to quality of life and good health. My daughter benefits every day from her
Medicaid waiver services. T am hoping that every disabled Alaskan who needs these services can receive
funding and not be subject to the luck of the draw.

Thank you for your work in making this happen for Alaskans with disabililties.

Sincerely,

Carrie Nash, Fairbanks

Carrie Nash
SRR

Fairbanks, AK 99709
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From: Robbi Mixon <ciumtesSiit e i
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 5:11 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Testimony- Senate Finance Committee

Hello, my name is Robbi Mixon and I'm writing on behaif of the Alaska Food Policy Council, a statewide
organization whose goal is to create a healthier, more secure, and more self-reliant Alaska by improving our food
system. We are based in Homer, Alaska.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony to the Senate Finance Committee.

The inclusion of funding to upgrade the antiquated technology and database system and to hire more staff and IT
workers at the Department of Health will help us get through the SNAP backlog and prevent it from happening again.

Thanks to the Legislature for passing the fast-track amended supplemental budget including funding for technology and
staff at the Department of Health.

A huge thank you to the Department of Health and the Governor for immediate relief funding- this was much needed
and is appreciated.

I would like to encourage you to embrace long-term efforts to streamline and improve SNAP, such as Broad-Based
Categorical Eligibility.

Thank you for your time,
Robbi Mixon

Robbi Mixon, Executive Director
Alaska Food Policy Council
director@alaskafoodpolicycouncil.org

Book some time to chat!

TAKE THE $5/WEEK ALASKA GROWN CHALLENGE
By spending $5 a week on Alaska Grown products,
you'll help local farmers, boost the local economy,
increase Alaska’s food security, and eat better too.
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From: Hannah Hill Sy
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 3:09 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Operating Budget: written testimony
Attachments: Meals.png

Good afternoon Senate Finance Committee -

I wanted to testify on the operating budget & express my support for allocating adequate resources to
the Department of Health so they can get through their current backlog & prevent any future such
backlogs from happening again.

The SNAP crisis that Alaska faced over the last winter caused enormous harm to our communities.
The organization that I run, the Bread Line, in Fairbanks, has seen an unprecedented need at our
weekday soup kitchen - higher even than the first year of the pandemic. Every month since October
has been a record breaker for our anti-hunger work. The pressure this preventable crisis put on
Alaska's charitable network cannot be overstated. After years of meeting incredible need throughout
the most serious public health crisis in decades, our own support network - SNAP - failed through
longstanding inaction & inattention at the state level.

You have an opportunity now to protect Alaska's most vulnerable populations from unnecessary
food insecurity. Including funding to upgrade the astonishingly outdated technology & database
system while also hiring more staff & IT workers at the DoH will help Alaska get through this SNAP
backlog & prevent another one from happening. Additionally, codifying effective, streamlined SNAP
improvements into Alaska's policy - specifically Broad-Based Categorical Eligibility (Alaska is one of
just six states who do not use this system) - will create long term improvements & cost saving
measures.

Lastly, I would very much like to thank all the Alaska's Legislative members who worked to pass the
fast track amended supplemental budget, which included funding for technoligy & staff at the DoH.
Also, I would like to thank our legislators & the DoH for helping Alaskan anti-hunger nonprofits
access immediate relief funding. You made a difference. This was critical support that is so
appreciated.

Thank you for your time, your efforts & for allowing my testimony supporting adequate resources to
the DoH to protect vulnerable Alaskans from food insecurity.

-Hannah C. Hill
{they/them/theirs)
Executive Director
Bread Line Stone Soup
607.452.1974
breadlineak.org

SO
=

Hunger is every day
1



please help support the Bread Line

T
he Bread Line operates in the traditional & unceded territory of the Lower Tanana Dene’ peoples. We recognize the

sovereignty of Indigenous Alaskans & are thankful for their leadership & ongoing stewardship in caring for
this beautiful place
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From: iGNy

Sent; Wednesday, April 19, 2023 4:.02 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Support for Allocating budget to hire staff/ IT workers

Ephraim ‘Butch’ Palmero
Executive Director
Nome Community Center, Nome AK

Our current intake of clients in our Food bank have increased (Monthly new applications from 11 families to
27 families) more than doubled!

The average number of households we served usually 66-67 per month now 156!

We advocate these elements today!

» The inclusion of funding to upgrade the antiquated technology and database system and to hire more
staff and IT workers at the Department of Health will help us get through the SNAP backlog and
prevent it from happening again.

* Thanks to the Legislature for passing the fast track amended supplemental budget including funding
for technology and staff at the Department of Health

* Thanks to the Department of Health and the Governor for immediate relief funding- this was much
needed and is appreciated.

* Encouragement to embrace long-term efforts to streamline and improve SNAP, such as Broad-Based
Categorical Eligibility.

With-kind regards;
Butch Palmero

0 ok 0 o 2o ok ok ok e o ok ol ol ol ok ok ok ok ok ok Ok

Ephraim Palmero, MD
Executive Director

WwWw.nomecc.org



We are concerned citizens of Alaska. | am writing to you today out of concern for the Renewable
Energy Fund. As I'm sure you are aware, the Renewable Energy Fund (REF) has been an
important and effective tool for supporting Alaskan utilities to switch to affordable, clean,
renewable energy since 2008. Since its inception, the REF has invested $282 million, resulting in
95+ operational projects, $158M in matching funds, and offsetting 30 million gallons of diesel
annually equal to roughly $180,000,000 saved for rural communities and 336,000 tons of CO2
avoided for the planet in the year 2017 alone, the most recent year for which we have data.. For
many rural communities, it is the first grant they look to for support in meeting their energy
needs,

But the REF is due to expire in 2023 without a legislative extension. We hope this committee
will quickly take up HB62 to renew the REF. But we also hope today that you will budget
encugh to make the REF effective. Money invested in the REF is money well spent by the state
— it saves the state money on Power Cost Equalization, it results in more money saved by rural
residents, which means more money circulating in our local economies, and it saves cities,
schools, and government agencies money on their utility bills as well. These reasons alone would
be enough to justify a renewed and fully funded REF, but there are also larger-scale climate and
energy needs. The world is rapidly transitioning away from fossil fuels to renewable energy. We
cannot afford to fall behind in this transition, and the REF is a critical component of our state's
adaption to the energy transition and a key way to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The $1.4
million included in the House budget is pitifully inadequate to Alaska’s challenges, and far short
of the money needed to capitalize on the opportunities renewable energy presents.

When it was first created the REF was appropriated $50 million annually. The recommended
project list for this year’s REF grant cycle alone is $25 million. There are few places in the state
budget where an investment could lead to greater savings over a longer term. We hope you will
look at all options for funding the REF at a level that can actually meet the need for these
projects around our state.

Signed:

FIRSTNAME LASTNAME EMAIL ADDRESS aTy STATE 2IPCODE
SaQuoia Arias arias.saquoia@gmail com 3461 orbit CIR ’ Anchorage AK 99517
Karian Bachmann karlan bachmann@gmail.com 8527 A N Douglas Hwy Juneau AK 99801
Jessica Barker Jessiebarker@gmail com 114 6th 5t Juneau AK 99891
Jacob Beeter Jacobbeeter@gmail.com 201 N. Flower S1. Unit | Anchorage Alaskn 99508
John Bennett hydrajohn@gmail com 1479 Farmers Loop Road Fairbanks AK 99709
Ariel Berg ariel bergl @gmail com 5961 Keyann Circle Anchorage AK 99504

16275 POINT LENA LOOP

Arthur Bloom artmbloom@gmail com RD Juneau AK 99801
Joyanne Bloom Jjoyanneh@gmail com 883 Basin Rd Juneau AK 99801

Nathan Borson nateid/borson net PO Box 211 Gustavys AK 99826
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Doniece Gott

From: Brian Hakkinen el e
Sent: Wednesday, April 19, 2023 5.03 PM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: budget

Yam a 72 year resident of Alaska. | attended territorial and state schools in Alaska. | paid state income tax for 20

years. | voted to create the permanent fund. | supported the creation of the Permanent Fund Dividend .

| want my full permanent fund dividend. The legislators have not right to take money that belongs to me and to give it
to some special interest..

Cut education funding until a thorough audit is done on all school districts to see where the money is going. It looks like
education spending is approaching 53 billion. That is a lot of money with paor test scores to show for it.

With every contractor in Alaska booked ahead for at least one year this is not a good year for capital projects

funding. Reduce funding as much as possible.

Abolish community assistance programs. In my community the same special interest group packs the meeting every
year and walks away with all the money. This money would be better spent if added to PFDs.

I would like to see the Senior Services program abolished. The whole program is incredibly unfair and biased. Residents
in the Pseudo Pioneer Homes receive up to $200,000 in benefits. Every town has a multi million dollar senior center that
hands out free meals and provides rent free apartments. Some seniors receive a cash payment from the state every
month for some unknown reason. Me, | receive nothing, nada, zippo. Zero dollars and zero cents. No free lunch, no
free apartment. How is that fair? Let’s bring back the senior benefit program so that every senior receives

something. At least close the Pseudo Pioneer Homes. They are a huge financial burden on the state and | don't even
know why they exist.

The Department of Corrections budget is out of control. DOC cannot get enough officers even with paying $20,000
bonuses for new hires. This means that the officers that are working are on continuous overtime. Now is the time to
close correctional facilities and send the convicts to Colorado DOC had planned to close Wildwood a couple of years ago
until Peter "COP" Machiche stopped the closure for some reason. Close Wildwood and Spring Creek. Wildwood consists
of 10 70 year old buildings. lit is time to shut it down. The officers from Wildwood can easily work at another
correctional facility. Probably save $50 million per year. How much did DOC spend on snow removal this year? Alaska
correctional facilities have the highest medical health care costs in the United States.

It is time to bring back the state income tax. | get tired of hearing the "Fund Education Bots" constantly demanding that
I give up my PFD to help Johnny read. For 80 years education in the territory and the state was funded with income tax
and a school tax. Stealing peoples PFD to fund education is a recent development. Someone should explain that to the
“Fund Education Bots" Bring back the income tax. Increase taxes on the oil producers. No sales tax.

Cut spending. Pay a full PFD to help those of us on a fixed income that have been hammered by inflation.

Brian Hakkinen
Kasilof
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FAIRBANKS

101 Dunkel Street, Suite 111 - Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4806
{907) 457-3282 - www.explorefairbanks.com

April 19, 2023

To: Senate Finance Committee
House Finance Committee

From: Scott McCrea, President and CEQ

As the destination marketing organization representing Interior Alaska, Explore
Fairbanks is a strong supporter of the Alaska Long Trail project. We are writing
today to encourage approval of the $9.5M that was submitted into CAPSIS for
inclusion in the FY24 state capital budget.

The Alaska Long Trail project is one that could benefit our state in many ways above
and beyond the visitor industry, creating construction jobs in the near term and
providing lasting benefits for Alaska’s economy, communities, health and our unique
outdoor recreation lifestyles,

Certainly, from the perspective of the visitor industry, the project could attract
adventure-seeking travelers from around the world, especially from markets such as
German-speaking Europe who are attracted to our destination because of experiences
that allow them to connect with the great outdoors. The project would encourage
longer stays in Alaska and subsequently adding more visitor spending,

What is particularly impressive is the broad support for the project, both in terms of
being bi-partisan as well as the diversity of entities, to include local governments,
state and federal agencies, trail organizations, tourism businesses and marketing
organizations, and individual trail users,

We want to thank the State Legislature for including the 15 Alaska Long Trail
projects in the FY2023 budget last year, though only seven of them stayed in the
budget after the vetoes. We hope that this legislative session you will support the new
set of the Long Trail projects, including the four that didn’t make it through the
vetoes last year.

Thank you in advance for our consideration as well as for your leadership to the State
of Alaska.

2023 Executive Officers

Kathy Hedges, Chair
Northern Alaska Tour Company

Doug Toelle, Chair Elect
Running Reindeer Ranch

Gina Kalloch, Treasurer
World Eskimo Indion Olympics

Elizabeth Griswold, Secretary
Pike's Waterfront Lodge

Kory Eberhardt, Past Chair
A Taste of Alaska Lodge

Scott McCrea,
President and CEQ
Explore Fairbanks

2023 Board of Directors

Tracy Zadra
Alaska Railrood

Greg Allison
Good Cannabis

Mok Kumagai
Aurora Borealis Lodge

Tiffany Ferrin
HAP Alaska-Yukon

Erica Moeller
The Roaming Root Cellar

Andy Anger
UAF Community and
Technical College

Carly Nelson
Wedgewood Resort

John Scherzer
Westmark Fairbanks Hotel

Richard Croteau
Arctic Travelers Gift Shop

Kristan Kelly, Ex Officio
Fairbonks North Star Borough

Lonny Marney, Ex Officio
City of Fairbanks



My name is Meredith Ahmasuk a 46 year resident of Nome. | oppose Graphite One's
plan to develop a lithium mine in the Kigluaik Mountains and | hope you will use your
legislative power to protect the area because of its vast cultural and ecological
impaortance.

hitps://iwww.graphiteoneinc.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/JDS-Graphite-One-Ni-43-
101-PFS-20221013-compressed.pdf

The Kigluaik Mountains and Imuruk Basin are incredibly special and sacred to regional
tribes whose ancestors lived in the area for thousands of years. The land has been a
part of a thriving indigenous culture and heritage since time immemorial. It's a place that
holds deep significance and is where subsistence is still heavily practiced.
Unfortunately, it's also threatened to be changed forever.

The Imuruk Basin and Kigluaik Mountains are not only important for its cultural heritage
but also for its natural beauty and biodiversity. It provides critical habitat for all five
species of salmon, anadromous and non-anadromous fish that are unique to the
Kigluaik Mountains, globally significant migratory waterfowl, important habitat for ESA
listed nesting birds, important habitat for several species of marine mammal, and
important wildiife corridors. Each species relies on the Imuruk Basin and Kigluaik
Mountains to thrive and reproduce thus allowing for the food security indigenous people
have relied upon for millennia

it's clear that the Imuruk Basin and Kigluaik Mountains are far more than just parcels of
land - it's a vital part of both local tribal history and culture as well as crucial habitat for
numerous animal species in need of protection from destructive mining. For these
reasons the State of Alaska must revise any plans that would threaten this special place
now and into the future.

Thank you Meredith Ahmasuk



Doniece Gott

From: citymanager fortyukon.us iR
Sent: Monday, April 17, 2023 9:38 AM

To: Senate Finance Commiittee

Subject: City of Fort Yukon Testimony

Honorable Senators, The Community of Fort Yukon is very fortunate to have the City and Tribal Governments
taking the lead in community projects. We are more fortunate than other rural communities. Senator Bishop is
well aware of our request for 100K to finish the final road project to our new landfill. We would like it now in
10s and 20s!! Kidding! By early summer would be a perfect time to get started on the project. That's all the
Community needs for now. We have dust palliatives ready to use. 3 more Water and Sewer hook-ups are
going to be installed. Garden Projects. Old landfill cleanup. Fire breaks made. King Salmon Fishing. Possible
road elevation to mitigate high water damage. | added the goofy comment in this testimony to let you all
know to have a little fun during work, 1 do........... paul

Paul Shewfelt, City Manager
City of Fort Yukon

Fort Yukon, Alaska 99740



Doniece Gott
L __________

From: Austin Ahmasuk 4minseyEN——

Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2023 3:01 PM

To: House Finance; House Tribal Affairs; House Resources; Senate Finance Committee;
Senate Resources

Subject: Funding for the Port of Nome is an Unjust Decision with Serious Consequences”

Dear Legislators,

It is my opinion that the funding for the Port of Nome is a complete waste of our hard-earned
'federal tax dollars and a waste of our limited state funds. The port of Nome does not generate
fany significant shipping services revenue and very little product is shipped out of Nome that
supports the state economy. The port of Nome as it exists now can provide for all of the
needs of the region. We must ensure justice for our citizens by taking decisive action against
projects such as this one. There are communities in Alaska that do NOT have running water or
sewer, or access to basic needs. | urge you to immediately revoke any and all current or future
funding for the port so that we can direct these resources towards more meaningful and
beneficial purposes.

The decision to fund the port of Nome was made without due consideration or consultation
with those who know best -the people themselves- which makes it highly irresponsible. A
growing number of people from Nome are opposing the port of Nome modifications.
Funding the port of Nome is NOT justified. This whole charade about the port of Nome sends
an alarming message about our government's ability to handle public funds, and it could have
'serious repercussions if allowed to continue. The city of Nome has peddled three lies 1. the
the port of Nome is needed for National Security, IT IS NOT needed for national security; 2. It
is needed for oil spill response, there are no oil spill response plans with the port of Nome; it
lis needed to reduce the cost of living, that has never been true and it would be just as silly to
say the port of Nome will increase the living wage. The port of Nome advocates have claimed
without evidence those three big lies, and have jeopardized good political decision making.

For these reasons and more, | strongly recommend that you review the current funding for
the port and redirect this money towards other more productive initiatives.

'Thank you for your time and consideration

'Austin Ahmasuk
Nome and Palmer




Doniece Gott

From: Briana Sullivan «iil i
Sent: Sunday, April 16, 2023 2:02 PM
To: Sen. Bill Wielechowski; Sen. Loki Tobin; Sen. Kelly Merrick; Sen. James Kaufman; Sen, Elvi

Gray-Jackson; Sen. Forrest Dunbar; Sen. Matt Claman; Sen. Cathy Giessel; House Finance;
Senate Finance Committee

Cc: mariyam.medovaya@alaska-trails.org

Subject: Support ALT in FY2024

Greetings Senators and Representatives,

1 am writing to urge your support for the Alaska Long Trail Projects for FY2024 state budget. Please support the 14 ALT
projects, submitted into CAPSIS for inclusion in the FY2024 state capital budget, totaling $9.5 Million to fill key shovel-
ready and planning ready gaps along the length of the planned route,

Thank you also to the State Legislature for including the 15 ALT projects in the FY2023 budget last year, though cnly
seven of them remained after the Governor's vetoes. | hope that this legislative session prioritizes sustainable tourism
developments and gives Alaska and our smaller communities opportunity to spotlight the active, ground-level recreation
that can come to fruition, buoyed by the current momentum* and energy that is supporting the design and studies.

As an active outdoors enthusiast, who also guides seasonally, | can assert that spending time on trails and amidst the
natural features in our environment - places within minutes or hours of the road system - is both impactful and
meaningful for individuals, thus acknowledging further care for our planet and ecosystems, and appreciation for

life. Connecting these traiis will raise the value of this corridor in myriad ways, and your approval of funding is the
critical piece, which can make the difference.

Thank you for all of your service, and focusing on the important, most pressing needs of Alaska, its residents, and
visitors.

Thank you for your time,
Briana Sullivan
Girdwood Resident

*Alaska Trails and many partnerships



Doniece Gott
h

From: Asia Freeman < smauiintesney
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2023 9:48 AM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Capitlal Budget, Alaska Cultural Trust

Dear Senate Finance Committee,

As you are likely aware, The State of Alaska has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to strengthen the cultural
vibrancy of its communities, and we are asking for your support in funding this effort.

In 2021, The Alaska State Council on the Arts reviewed and discussed Developing a Cultural Trust for Alaskans:
A Plan for Action and is asking that you support the board’s recommendation to fund a Cultural Trust for
Alaska. We hope that a CAPSIS legisiative request of at least $1 Million will be a 10% seed and incentive for
philanthropic and private donations that will support Alaska’s cherished cultural heritage.

Doing so at this critical juncture will have a resounding and lasting impact for the betterment of Alaska, its
culture, and its economy:

The U.S5. Bureau of Economic Analysis reports that in 2020, during the pandemic, cultural production
accounted for $1.3 Billion and 2.6% of the Alaska economy. However, Alaskan employment in this sector was
particularly devastated during the pandemic, decreasing at a rate of 11% between 2019 and 2020 while
overall state employment decreased by 7%. In the event of future unforeseen events or disasters that deeply
impact the culture sector, an Alaska Cultural Trust will be positioned as an additional resource for immediate
and long-term recovery to ensure Alaska’s cultural assets are protected.

Cultural is integral to Alaska’s economic diversity. Data cited above, from the U.S. Bureau of Economic
Analysis, shows that the culture is a significant part of Alaska's economy with an impact larger than both the
utilities industries and agriculture and forestry industries. Alaska is recognized as a national cultural leader, a
magnet for artists and art enthusiasts, and cultural assets create destinations for tourists. A robust culture
sector will leverage and attract parallel industries with jobs that provide a sustainable economic engine for
Alaska. Those effects can be seen at the community level, as local arts activity boosts revenues for restaurants,
retailers, transportation providers and many other businesses.

Because of our culture and history Alaska’s communities can continue to be successful, dynamic, and attractive
places to live, work, play and raise our families. They also connect Alaskans to one another, which has taken
on extra importance following the pandemic.



Alaska should ensure that it provides world class quality cultural experiences in every corner of the state,
today and for the future. A public private partnership supported by the state would ensure that every
borough has access to the benefits of the cultural support that rural communities are not left behind.

Culture is critical to education, success in school and workforce preparation. Engaging in and cultural activities
develops resilient, creative minds that maximize new opportunities and find solutions to life’s challenges.

Equity in the disbursement of funds to rural Alaska is a goal of the Trust. Alaska is comprised of many disparate
geographic regions which face barriers in resources that cultural bearers deserve. Marketing and providing
access to resources for all Alaskans is a key strategy of the Trust.

Culture embodies Alaskan pride and define who we are. Alaska is a place where people, citizens, and visitors
alike are transformed by the quality of their experiences. As a result, culture should be visible as essential to
our community, connecting people of all ages and cultures, fostering understanding and respect among
ourselves, with others, and with place.

Developing a Cultural Trust for Alaskans: A Plan for Action recommends the development of Alaska’s Cultural
Trust to: 1) advance culture as a strategy for community and economic development, 2} cultivate a vibrant
nonprofit culture network characterized by financially sustainable organizations that are flexible enough to
respond to needs of individual communities and 3) be a champion for a public-private partnership that will
advance Alaskan culture and historic preservation.

Please invest in the cultural health and well-being of all Alaskans by funding the Alaska Cultural Trust. Doing so
will advance Alaska as a highly desirable place to live and work and globally position Alaska as a place that
values its cultural and historic heritage.

Sincerely,

Asia Freeman, President
The Alaska Arts and Culture Foundation



Doniece Gott

“

From:; Karyn Rideout <t

Sent: Friday, March 24, 2023 8:14 AM

To: Senate Finance Committee

Subject: Against state funding of the proposed Alaska Long Trail

| am a 57 year Alaska born resident who questions the State of Alaska funding any of the proposed ‘Long Trail’. | don't
believe that this is a project that the state can afford to help finance for many reasons. I'd like to see the data on how
much revenue is generated by hiker ‘tourism’ in every state that has a ‘Long Trail’. I'm also wondering how much money
is spent to maintain those trails. | don’t believe this is a good investment or that it won’t have some negative
consequences for the environment, wildlife, and local communities in close proximity to the ‘Long Trail.’

Karyn Rideout

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Austin Ahmasuk

Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 12:46 PM

To: House Resources; Senate Resources; Senate Finance Committee; House Finance; House
State Affairs

Subject: The Cost of Expansion at The Port of Nome is Unsustainable and Risky Development

That Will Last Generations

The Port of Nome's rapid expansion has had a devastating negative effect on the community. The growth of the facility,
increase in shipping, and other infrastructure will cause a massive influx of pollutants into nearby waters. But there is a
more sinister aspect of port expansion. People from surrounding villages used to enjoy coming to Nome for the
shopping and regional hub activities. Now as a result of community spraw! directly from the port of Nome expansion
people avoid Nome as much as possible. The port of Nome expansion has fueied a national trade in gold, and illegal
mining. Gold miners who come to Nome, annually report in their Alaska Placer Mining Affidavits they steal gold from
adjacent Native lands. The gold extraction and trade is not only fueling this corruption but the port of Nome is complicit
in this travesty.

I am quite concerned about the detrimental effects the Port of Nome has already delivered upon an innocent public.
Residents are expecting an over influx of people that will impact housing caused by port modification, local residents
have already dealt with detrimental conditions caused by erosion which may stem from the Port of Nome diverting up
to 120,000 cubic yards of sands each year,

The City of Nome and US Army Corps of Engineers have created a west beach and east beach niche. The two beaches
created when the western tauseway was constructed change the nature of the beach to this day. The two beaches each
need different beach nourishment schemes because both have experienced different rates of beach narrowing. Annual
dredging has not contributed to beach widening, any dunes, dune vegetation or other features that contribute to a
healthy beach. The project and renourishments have decreased the health of Nome's beach.

In September 2022, Typhoon Merbok eroded the beaches of Nome, and as a result, FEMA funded emergency
response. But NO federal agency has funded protective beach features. It appears the USACE is relying on dredged
sand from annual dredging, instead of constructing a beach protection features. Nome will likely endure more severe
storms as the 6'™ assessment of the IPCC clearly warns of. Instead of climate resiliency to nourish the East and West
beaches it appears the USACE and city of Nome will continue to fund a port expansion that is not needed.

These issues call into question whether continued expansion at the Port of Nome is sustainable or worth the potential
risks associated with it. If left unaddressed, this looming environmental disaster could cause irreparable damage to local
ecosystems and negatively impact entire communities for generations to come., It is critical, therefore, that the port of
Nome expansion is stopped.

Thank you for your time and consideration

Austin Ahmasuk
Palmer and Nome
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FRIENDS OF
THE
ANCHORAGE
COASTAL
WILDLIFE
REFUGE (FAR)

PO Box 220196
Anchorage, AK
99522-0196

Phone: 907-248-2503
Fax: 907-248-3159
email: bc@farak.org

wtecting the integuity & biological divensity of the Quchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge...

The Honorable Senator, Gary Stevens, President

The Honorable Senator, Cathy Giessel, Majority Chair

The Honorable Senator, Bill Wielechowski, Rules Chair

The Honorable Representative, Cathy Tilton, Speaker

The Honorable Representative, Dan Saddler, Majority Leader
The Honorable Representative, Calvin Schrage, Minority Leader
And All Alaska State Legislature Members

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

*Sent by email to addressees with attachment

Subject: FAR opposes use of Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge Land in The Long Trail
Connections

2023.3.18
Dear Honorable Senators and Esteemed Representatives:

Friends of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge (FAR) is a 501{c){3) nonprofit organization
of citizens and professionals whose mission is to preserve the integrity and hiological
diversity of the Anchorage Coastal wildlife Refuge (ACWR). This easily damaged subarctic
saltmarsh system supports an unusual diversity of plants, birds, mammals, and
invertebrates, and is of continental conservation significance. The proximity of the refuge to
Alaska’s largest city makes it important for public education and enjoyment but also makes
it highly vulnerable. We write in opposition of the Alaska Long Trails project #1, TPS
Number: 66547,

To honor and protect in perpetuity the values upon which the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife
Refuge (ACWR) was established, FAR opposes the use of ACWR land for heavily used public
trails, After years of studies and public review, in May Of 2003, about 20 years ago,
stewards, citizens, and agencies submitted formal testimonies against the South Extension
of the Coastal Trail. The Federal Highway Administration issued a Record of Decision on
2006 selecting the No Action Alternative, because “the purpose and need [of the trail
through the refuge] would not be achieved, and none of the beneficial and adverse impacts
associated with the build alternatives would accrue.” A trail through the ACWR was not
acceptable then, and it is not acceptable now.

The ACWR is a 16-mile narrow wildlife refuge of continuous connected habitats that
Support approximately 220 bird species and while they are too numerous to list here, the
species most sensitive to human recreational disturbance are snow geese, sandhill cranes,
and bald eagles. The Refuge is part of the Anchorage Coastal IBA {Important Bird Areas) and
is especially valuable to wildlife because of the length and connected variety of habitats and
ecotone areas allowing wildlife to move through it, find hiding places, forage, breed, nest,
and brood rear. During fall and spring migration these habitats are also critically important
refueling stops for migratory birds who stop to rest, preen, and feed in the rich intertidal
flats.

There are already several other routes that could connect The Long Trail from Fairbanks to
Seward in the Anchorage area such as Powerline Pass and Crow Pass.
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Several existing muitiple-use, off road trails already connect the Seward Highway Long trail route with
the Campbell Creek Trail, and thru the Bicentennial Park and Ruth Arcand Park, and it would be
beneficial to have the Long Trail go behind Potter Marsh. There is no reason to undermine the primary
value of the ACWR, as established by the Alaska Legislature in 1971 and expanded in 1988. To do so
would degrade the habitats upon which wildlife depend by displacing wildlife during sensitive times of
their life cycles, which generally are between March and November, depending on the species. Again,
FAR objects to the use of ACWR land for heavily used public trails.

FAR supports The Long Trail if it will not intrude on ACWR integrity and biological diversity of existing
habitats and resident and migratory wildlife populations.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Barbara Svarny Carlson

Barbara Svarny Carlson
President and Executive Director

cc: Lisa Murkowski, US Senator for Alaska

Mike Dunleavy, Governor of Alaska

Doug Vincent-Lang, Alaska Department of Fish and Game {(ADFG), Commissioner
Joe Meehan, Lands and Refuges Program Coordinator, Division of Wildlife Conservation, ADFG
David Battle, Area Biologist, Anchorage - GMU 14(C), ADFG
Sara Boario, Alaska Regional Director, Fish and Wildlife Service

David Bronson, Mayor of Anchorage

Jason Mellerstig, Chair, Sand Lake Community Council

Liz Vasquez, Vice Chair, Sand Lake Community Council

Bruce Schulte, President, Bayshore/Klatt Community Council

Bob Laule, FCC Delegate, Bayshore/Klatt Community Council

Joan Henry, Chair, Old Seward/Oceanview Community Council

Ann Rappoport, Co-Chair, Rabbit Creek Community Council

John Riley, Co-Chair, Rabbit Creek Community Council

Meg Mielke, President, Spenard Community Council

Cathy Gleason, Vice President, Turnagain Cormmunity Council

Anchorage Assembly

Steve Rafuse, Park Superintendent, Park Development and Natural Resources (PDNR), MOA
Tom Korosei, Land Manager, PDNR, MOA

Brad Muir, Natural Resources Manager, PDNR, MOA

Beth Nordlund, Executive Director, Anchorage Park Foundation

Steve Cleary, Executive Director, Alaska Trails

David Krause, Executive Director and Director of Conservation, Audubon Alaska
W. Keys, President, Anchorage Audubon Society

Ellen Kazary, Executive Director, Great Land Trust
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From: Austin Ahmasuk <geuiiRENSIRNRNNN, >

Sent: Thursday, March 23, 2023 2:11 PM

To: House Resources; House State Affairs; House Community and Regional Affairs; House
Tribal Affairs; Senate Resources; Senate Finance Committee; Senate State Affairs

Subject: The Dark Side of Graphite One: Unforeseen Risks to Health and Environment

An overwhelming number of residents of the Seward Peninsula are against Graphite One’s plan for a lithium mine in the
Kigluaik Mountains because it poses a huge risk to people, fish and wildlife. | am a 50 year resident of Nome but now
living between Nome and Palmer for the past 7 months. | urge the Alaska legislature to pass a resolution against
graphite mining in the Kigluaik mountains north of Nome. Graphite one intends to co-locate complicated mine
treatment facilities such as a grinding plant for single-stage crushing, a coarse ore stockpile, and a milling machine. The
mine treatment facilities pose a risk to the environment because operation of the facilities that Graphite One proposes
requires a high degree of skill. Because the State of Alaska has some of the worst environmental regulations in the
entire United States there is a great risk of operational failure, and environmental costs associated with the proposed
processes.

The project will result extensive resource extraction that will change the landscape and ecology for hundreds of yearsin
a remote area. Not only may this negatively affect biodiversity, but it could also decrease water availability and quality
for nearby populations.

Increased industrial activity in the Kigluaik Mountains and Imuruk Basin will lead to increased levels of noise polluticn
that will disturb wildlife habitats or disrupt other human activities.

Pollutants from mining are of grave concern and there are significant pollutant problems at the potential mine

site. Graphite One intends to store waste rock within a pit in order to mitigate the impacts of acid rock drainage. Acid
rock drainage is harmful to aquatic life. Graphite One has already shown that ore and waste rock will have a pH of 5.0,
and that concentration of five metals could exceed Alaska’s water quality standards: Al, Fe, Mn, Ni, and Zn.

In order to address the dilemma of acid rock drainage Graphite One is looking to the Imuruk Basin. The potential mine
will be 3.5 miles from the Imuruk Basin, a water body that serves as rearing habitat for an important variety of fish
species used for subsistence. The Imuruk Basin is part of the largest watershed on the entire Seward Peninsula and
supports large runs of salmon as well as every other fish species that exists on the Seward Peninsula. Graphite one
intends to discharge to directly into the Imuruk Basin 3.5 miles away because marine water quality standards are lower
than fresh water standards. Because marine water quality standards are significantly less stringent than fresh water
standards, Graphite One is fully intentionally choosing to discharge pollution to a higher level into the Imuruk Basin
rather than treat the pollution into adjacent water bodies.

Itis entirely likely that there will not be careful regulation and oversight because of the remoteness of the location. The
Graphite Creek mine will essentially become an acid generator, with leachate into soils, groundwater, and the Imuruk
Basin, with potential consequences for humans and animals living in the area. Please STOP the Graphite One Mine.

Austin Ahmasuk

Nome and Palmer



