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Tom Paragi 
 

Fairbanks, AK 99709 



3

Stuart Relay

From: Douglas Hanson <
Sent: Saturday, February 21, 2026 12:01 PM
To: House State Affairs
Subject: HB 218

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Representative Ashley Carrick, 

I am providing comments on the expansion of the Tanana Valley State Forest (TVSF) bill number HB218.  I am 
in support of the expansion as it will help ensure a stable forest land base for individual recreation users and 
commercial timber harvesters alike.   

As a 15-year former forester for the Division of Forestry and Fire Management here in Fairbanks, I worked 
exclusively in timber management and providing forest inventory information for sustainable use of the 
forest.  Timber harvest activities occur on both TVSF lands and other DNR lands classified for forest use.  It is 
these other forest classified lands that are being proposed for inclusion into the state forest.  When developing 
annual allowable harvest amounts which incorporate growth rates over relatively long periods of time it is 
important to have a clear understanding of which lands stay in forest cover.  By incorporating the forest 
classified lands into the TVSF valid sustainable rates of harvest can be made many years into the future. Access 
development and investments in silviculture treatments are more likely to be made which enhances forest 
growth and makes the TVSF an economic contributor to the state. 

Sincerely, 

Douglas Hanson 
 

Fairbanks, AK 99712 
  

 
 




