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Alaska State Legislature — Finance Committee

Juneau, Alaska

Chair and Members of the Finance Comniittee,

My name is Jenalie Tao, and I am a caregiver here in Alaska, advocating for the passage of
HB 96 and SB 154, and for increased funding in the state budget for home carc and PCA
services. I am in Juneau to speak for caregivers, seniors, people with disabilitics, and the

families who depend on us every day.

Alaska is facing a severe caregiving workforce crisis. Low wages, outdated Medicaid rates,
and chronic underfunding have pushed many carcgivers out of the ficld. This leaves elders
and people with disabilities without the stable, consistent care they need to remain safely in

their homes and communities.

HB 96 and SB 154 are essential because they create the Home Care Employment Standards
Advisory Board, finally giving caregivers, seniors, disability advocates, and providers a voice
in the Medicaid rate-setting process. For the first time, the people who provide hands-on care

will be included in decisions that directly affect wages, worklorce stability, and client safety.

However, these bills cannot succeed without increased funding in the state budget. Agencies
cannot recruit or retain workers without competitive wages. Clients cannot receive reliable
care when the workforce is unstable. Without investment, Alaska risks deeper shortages,

more institutionalization, and higher long-term costs to the statc,



I respectfully ask the Finance Committee to:

Carcgivers are the backbone of Alaska’s long-term care system. We love our work, but love
alone cannot support our families. Investing in caregivers is investing in the safety, dignity,

and independence of the people we serve.
Thank you for your time and for considering the needs of Alaska’s caregiving workforce.

Sincerely,

Jenalie Tuo
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