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Immigration 
Status

U.S. born citizen

Naturalized citizen

Lawful Permanent Resident 

Employment Based Visa  

Student Visas

Refugee  

Asylee  

Temporary Protected Status  

Humanitarian Parole  

Deferred Action on Childhood Arrival 



Immigration in Alaska by the Numbers

J-1 and J-2 visas used in tourism/hospitality/retail, seafood, healthcare, education

H-1A visas (approx. 50 persons per year) – for labor in farms and greenhouses

1,100 Alaskans received their permanent residence status in 2023

47,000 visitor visas

32,000 foreign born Alaskans are U.S Citizens 

30,600 foreign born Alaskans eligible to vote

10,300 foreign born Alaskans eligible for naturalization

70 Alaskans here on Deferred Action Childhood Arrival status

Source: Alaska Dept. of Labor and Workforce Development



How do I 
get my 
green 
card?





Victims of 
Crime in Alaska

Anna Taylor, JD

Deputy Director, Alaska Institute for Justice





Overview

▪ Who we are and what we do

▪ Immigration Status as a tool of control

▪ AIJ’s Crime Victim Statistics

▪ What AIJ can do for Survivors





Alaska Institute for Justice

 Non-Profit founded in 2005

 AIJ is dedicated to protecting the human rights of all Alaskans 

through legal services, policy and education

 Three components:

Alaska Immigration Justice Project (AIJP)

Language Interpreter Center (LIC)

Alaska Climate Justice Program
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Immigration Statuses

Citizenship

- Safety

Lawful Permanent Resident

- Can work / travel / petition for 
family

Non-Immigrant Visa

- Legal status, must comply with conditions

Undocumented

- fear of deportation, concerned with basic survival, most 
vulnerable to victimization





Immigration Status Can Effect… 

▪ Work authorization

▪ Driver’s license

▪ Social security number

▪ Renting an apartment

▪ Fear of Law Enforcement



Immigrant 
Power & 

Control Wheel





Crime Victim Statistics

▪ Human Trafficking – October 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024 – 40 survivors served 

▪ 6 survivors of sex trafficking, 32 survivors of labor trafficking, and 2 survivors of labor and sex 

trafficking

▪ Crime Victims – October 1, 2024 to December 31, 2024 – 113 survivors

▪ 81 survivors of domestic violence

▪ 13 survivors of assault

▪ 13 survivors of sexual assault 

▪ Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking – January 1, 2024 to July 31, 2024

▪ Domestic Violence – 79 survivors

▪ Sexual Assault – 11 survivors

▪ Stalking- 1 survivors









VAWA Self Petitions 

▪ VAWA Self-Petitions: green cards that are available to close 

family relatives of abusive US citizens or Lawful Permanent 

Residents





T  and U Visas

▪ U visas: 4 year visas available to crime victims who are helpful 

in the investigation of a crime

▪ T visas:

▪ Victim of severe form of human trafficking

▪ In the US on account of human trafficking

▪ Has not unreasonably refused to help in the investigation of human 

trafficking

▪ Would suffer extreme hardship if deported





Contact Information

▪ Anna.taylor@akijp.org

▪ (907) 279-2457

▪ Language Interpreter Center

▪ (907) 297-2760

▪ www.akijp.org

mailto:Anna.taylor@akijp.org


Building Belonging: 
Welcoming Our Newest Alaskans Through Refugee 

Resettlement Across the State 

Issa Spatrisano 
Alaska State Refugee Coordinator  

Email: ispatrisano@cssalaska.org  

Phone: 907-222-7341    



• Pathway to Citizenship
• Refugee

• Asylee

• Cuban and Haitian Entrant

• VOT

• Special Immigrant Visas (SIV)

• Afghan Humanitarian Parolee

• Temporary Status
• Ukrainian Humanitarian Parolee







• CSS Refugee Assistance & 

Immigration Services

• Delta-Greely School District

• CSS Refugee Assistance & 

Immigration Services

• Anchorage School District

• Project Alaska

• Alaska Literacy Program

• Anchorage Museum• CSS Refugee Assistance & 

Immigration Services

• Fireweed Consulting

• New Chance

• Dr. Gwen Mitchell

• CSS Refugee Assistance 

& Immigration Services

• Mat-Su School District

• VFW





Part Time Jobs

• 29% of job placements

• Average wage: $16.33/hour

Full Time Jobs

• 71% of job placements

• Average wage: $18.64/hour





THANK YOU



Kirk Rose, Executive Director

krose@anchoragelandtrust.org



February 24, 2022



3.5 Millions Ukrainian  
Refugees created by the war  
in less than 30 days. Men  
Women &Children.

Ukraine Relief program is founded
Alaskans Step Up- Donate 1 million for an airlift  
The Rescue Plan
The Back Up Plan  
The Results



Cities around the state were anxious to welcome  Ukrainians



Since spring 2022

Over 300
Ukrainian families have  
arrived in Alaska.



• Forced displacement

• Trauma (survivor guilt)

• Status insecurity

• Helplessness

• Lack of resources

• Language skills

• Cultural differences

• Initial assistance not prolonged support

Refugee’s vs Immigrants



Over 2,000Ukrainians have arrived in Alaska.





*The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD)

Breaking Refugee Stereotypes

Ukrainian Refugees

• 76% of women and 71% of men  

have completed higher education.*

• Labor market inclusion rate is faster  

compared to other refugee groups.*

• Are highly skilled tradesman, allowingthem  

integrate quickly.

• 33% speak English well or very well.*



WES DIPLOMA  
EVALUATION

Because of the large percentage of refugees from  

Ukraine that are highly qualified, they present  

unique challenges and pressures on Recognition  

of Prior Learning (RPL) policies and practices.*

*The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development(OECD)



Help navigating

educational, finance and  
training opportunities.



Apprenticeship opportunities  
helping clients to complete  
and navigate the application  
process while advocating to  
eliminate barriers.



Helping them to get one step closer to their Dream Job!



Ukrainians have  
become a part ofour  
Alaskan community

In 2023 & 24 our Delta Junction  
Ukrainians donated potatoes tofood  
banks statewide.



Advocacy at the federal, state and local level for the  elimination of barriers 
expansion of support systems.

“This Program supported by a Grant from the Anchorage Assembly and Office of TheMayor”



Project Alaska is helping Parolees and Refugees of every  
origin and ethnic background with trade and career  
development.

So, they can learn to thrive and not just survive.

“Learn to thrive not just survive"

Tetyana Robbins  
ExecutiveDirector  
Project Alaska  
907-360-2565
tetyana@projectalaskainc.org 
www.projectalaska.org

mailto:tetyana@projectalaskainc.org
http://www.projectalaska.org/


Alaska Literacy Program
Changing Lives Through Literacy
Since 1974

LITERACY (noun)
competence or knowledge in a specific area

➔ English

➔ Workplace

➔ Digital

➔ Health

➔ Financial

➔ Family

➔ Test Prep



ALP Students and the Workforce

➔ Average student age:41

➔ 88% are working or available for work



One Student’s Journey

➔ 2016: came to Alaska and joined ALP classes

➔ 2017: become a Peer Leader Navigator and is  
still active with the program

graduated a healthcare training program via  
an ALP and CITC partnership

➔ 2018: began working at Municipal support  
agency, remained over 6 years

➔ 2024: wrote an award application for PLNs  
and won the award

➔ 2025: began working at a state support agency



Growth at ALP

Until 2021, ALP averaged
350 students a YEAR

We now average more than
600 students a QUARTER

Over 1,000 individuals
served each year.
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