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The Constitution of the State of Alaska

Article 10, Section 14:
“An agency shall be established by law in the executive branch of 
state government to advise and assist local governments. It shall 
review their activities, collect and publish local government 
information, and perform other duties prescribed by law.”

That’s DCRA!
Article 10, Section 1:
“… maximum local self-government with a minimum of 
local government units… A liberal construction shall be 
given to the powers of local government units.”
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Mission

DCCED Mission
Promote a healthy economy, strong communities, and 
protect consumers in Alaska.

DCRA Mission
Helping Alaska’s communities build sustainable 
economies and a means of self-governance.
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Mapping Analytics, and Data Resources
➢ Community Database Online (CDO)
➢ Mapping & GIS
➢ Made in Alaska
➢ Alaska Product Preference

Grants and Funding
➢ 22 programs ($1.2 Billion)
➢ Addition of 6 new programs ($1 Billion)

Local Government Assistance
➢ Rural Utility Business Advisor (RUBA)
➢ Community Resilience (Risk MAP and 

NFIP)
➢ Office of the State Assessor
➢ ANCSA Municipal Land Trust (MLT)
➢ Local Boundary Commission (LBC)

Commissions
➢ Local Boundary Commission
➢ Alaska Minerals Commission
➢ Serve Alaska
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Program Groups
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Alaskan Local Government

Local Government Units
➢ Boroughs
➢ Cities
➢ The unorganized borough

Classifications
➢ Home Rule
➢ First Class
➢ Second Class

➢ School Districts 
• (run by local 

governments)
➢ REAAS 

• (school districts run by 
the state)

➢ Tribal governments
➢ ANCSA Corporations

• Nonprofits
• For profits
• Regional
• Local

➢ Health Consortiums
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Cities:

First Class 17
Second Class 117
Home Rule 11
Total 145

Boroughs:
Unified Home Rule 4
Non-unified Home Rule 7
First Class 1
Second Class 7
Total 19
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Municipalities in Alaska : 
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Powers and Duties of City Government
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Powers and Duties of Borough Government
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Powers and Duties of Borough Government Cont’d
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First Class City City of Dillingham
Second Class City City of Bethel
Home Rule City City of Cordova
Unified Home Rule Borough Municipality of Anchorage
Non-Unified Home Rule Borough Northwest Arctic Borough
First Class Borough Municipality of Skagway
Second Class Borough Matanuska-Susitna Borough
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Examples of Local Government
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History of City Formation in Alaska
1900- Skagway (First)

2017- Whale Pass (most recent)
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History of Borough formation in Alaska
1961- Bristol Bay Borough

1963- Mandatory Boroughs Act (Ketchikan Gateway, City and Borough of 

Juneau, City and Borough of Sitka, Kodiak Island Borough, Kenai 

Peninsula Borough, Municipality of Anchorage, Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough, Fairbanks North Star Borough)*

1968- Haines Borough

1971- North Slope Borough

1986- Northwest Arctic Borough

1987- Aleutians East Borough

1989- Lake and Peninsula Borough

1990- Denali Borough

1992- City and Borough of Yakutat

2007- Municipality of Skagway

2010- City and Borough of Wrangell

2013- Petersburg Borough

* Legislatively mandated 



DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE,  COMMUNITY ,  AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
13

The Unorganized Borough

“The entire State 

shall be divided into 

boroughs, 

organized and 

unorganized.”

Article 10, Section 

3, Constitution of 

the State of Alaska
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Regional Education Attendance Areas
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Community Database Online

▪ Digital Datasets
▪ Maps
▪ Interactive Reports
▪ Dashboards
▪ Community Profiles
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Community Database Online Cont’d

Community-Driven Data
▪ Detailed StoryMaps for over 400 

communities in Alaska
▪ Community Profile maps with 

parcel, infrastructure, and utility 
data

▪ Community Photo Library
▪ Community Plans Library
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Community Database Online Cont’d

Data-Driven Solutions

▪ Topical webpages and 
StoryMaps

▪ Longitudinal datasets presented 
for yearly comparison  

▪ Detailed dashboards to track 
key metrics
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Local Government Assistance

The generalists 
of DCRA

Elections

Title 29 Compliance
Financial Management

Utility Management
Personnel Management
Power Cost Equalization

Local Alcohol Availability Laws (Title 4)
Regional Training Workshops

Ordinances, Resolutions, Codes

Disaster Response

... whatever crosses their desk ...
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DCRA Grants and Funding
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DCRA Grants 2025 Fast Facts
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Total Value 
$1.2B

771 Active 
Grants

22 
Programs

12 Grants 
Administrators

2 Program 
Coordinators
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Thank you!
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Sandra Moller, 
Director

Sandra.Moller@alaska.gov
907-269-4569

mailto:ResourceDesk@Alaska.gov
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