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HOUSE BILL NO. 52
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

THIRTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION
BY REPRESENTATIVES VANCE, McCabe

Introduced: 1/30/23
Referred: Health and Social Services, State Affairs

ABILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act relating to the right of patients and-residents to have a suppert-person—in

2 person present as a visitor during treatment and during stays at certain facilities;

and—relating—to—a

4 BEIT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section

5
6 toread:
7

SHORT TITLE. This Act may be known as the Alaska No Patient Left Alone Act.
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Commented [J1]: AHHA recommends deleting this
section. Section AS 18.08 covers first responders, air
ambulance, and other emergency medical service providers
where this does not seem applicable. For example, applying
this provision to AS. 18.08 could interfere with a first
responder’s ability to control an accident scene or medical
crisis. Emergency medical services occurring in a hospital,
such as an emergency room, are covered in the hospital
section below.
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24

* Sec. 3. AS 18.20 is amended by adding new sections to read:

Article 6. Patient and-Resident Right to\SuppeFHa Persons present as a
visitor.

Sec. 18.20.600. Right of patients and—residents to support person. (a) A
hospital er-mental-health-facility shall allow a patient to have a suppert person present

as visitor of the

patient's choice in person at all times during the patient's stay subject to any
clinically necessary or reasonable restriction or limitation. A-leng-term—care

choice-in-person-at-all-times-during-the-resident's-stay- The support person may be any
individual and is not required to be the patient's er—residents surrogate under

AS 13.52.030.
(b) A hospital—mental-health-facHitytong-term-care-facility-er-hospice must
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Commented [J2]: AHHA recommends striking “support”
because “support person” is a term of art in healthcare. The
intent of the bill is to make it clear that a patient has the right
to designate a person to be present during the hospital stay.
In healthcare, a person present with the patient is considered
a “visitor” on the hospital / facility premises. To
appropriately align terms of art, especially with the extensive
requirements in federal law, AHHA recommends using
“visitor” in describing a patient’s right to choose a person to
be present during the hospital stay. Note, a "support person”
generally is a person selected / used by a patient with a
disability.




31 have written policies and procedures regarding a patient's erresidents right to have a

1 suppert-persen—in person present as a visitor during the patient's er—residents stay,
including provisions

2 describing any clinically necessary or reasonable restriction or limitation the hospital,
mental-health

3— facilitylong-term—carefacility—or-hospice may place on access to the patient ef
4—— resident and the reason for the restriction. A hospital-mental-health-facihity-long-term

5 care—facility—or-hespice shall inform each patient—residenrt—or suppert person
present as a visitor, as
6 appropriate, of the patient's er—resident's right to have a suppert-person—in-person

present as a visitor,

7 including any clinically necessary or reasonable restriction or limitation on
that right, and shall ensure that a suppert-person present as a visitor enjoys

full and equal visitation privileges consistent with patient erresident preferences and

9 the policies and procedures. A hospital;-rmental-health-faciitytong-term-carefaciity;

10 or-hespice may not require a support person to provide proof of the person present as
a visitor’s SHppPer-persen's

11 vaccination or immunization status.

12

13 be-withheld-based-on The requirements and provisions in (b) shall remain in effect during
a state or federal declaration of disaster.

14 (d) Within 24 hours after adopting the policies and procedures required in (b)

15 of this section, a hospital-mental-health-facHitytong-term-care-facility-or-hospice that

16 maintains an Internet website shall make the policies and procedures available to the

17 public on the Internet website of the hospltal—faem%y—er—hespiee—ﬁ—the—hespﬁal—

23 Sec. 18.20.605. Minors in health care facilities. (a) A minor has the right to

24 have a parent, guardian, or person standing in the place of a parent in person with the

25 minor at all times while the minor receives care as a patient in a health care facility.

26 (b) A parent, guardian, or person standing in the place of a parent who is in

27 person under (a) of this section may leave during the course of a patient's stay or
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appointment and return to the health care facility that is caring for the patient.
(c) A health care facility may not

(1) require a patient to waive the right granted under (a) of this section;

2 prevent a parent, guardian, or person standing in the place of a
parent of a minor receiving care in the health care facility from having daily physical

access to the minor at reasonable times; or

(3) separate from a minor receiving care in the health care facility the
parent, guardian, or person standing in the place of a parent of the minor, except in
cases of suspected abuse, threats of violence, or to prevent disruption to the care of the

minor.

Sec. 18.20.630. Health care facility liability. Unless required by federal law

or regulation, a state agency may not take action against a health care facility for
prohibiting a visitor

(1) from entering an operating room, isolation room, isolation unit,
behavioral health setting, or other typically restricted area;

(2) from remaining in person during the administration of emergency
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30 care in critical situations; or

31 (3) access beyond the room, unit, or ward in which the patient or
1 resident-the visitor is visiting is receiving care, or beyond general common areas.
2 Sec. 18.20.635. Construction of AS 18.20.600 - 18.20.630. (a) Nothing in
3 AS 18.20.600 - 18.20.630
4 (1) affects the rights of a guardian or holder of a power of attorney; or
5 (2)—waives-or-changes-a-long-term-care-facility-resident's-rights-under
66— AS4762.
7 (b) A health care facility may restrict access of a person to a patient erresident
8 (1) at the request of the patient or a law enforcement agency; or
9 (2) according to a court order.
10 (c) If a health care facility has restricted physical access to a patient of
11 resident, the health care facility shall allow the patient access to visitors through
12 telephone, telecommunication, or other means that ensure the protection of the patient
13 orresident.
14 (d) The rights specified in AS 18.20.600 and 18.20.605 may not be
15 terminated, suspended, or waived by
16 (1) ahealth care facility;
17 (2) the Department of Health; or
18 (3) the governor upon declaring a disaster emergency ordering the
19 Department of Health to take action, ordering any other state agency to take action, or
20 in any other manner available under state law.
21 Sec. 18.20.640. Definitions. In AS 18.20.600 - 18.20.640,
22 (1) "guardian" has the meaning given in AS 13.26.066(j);
23 (2) "health care facility" means a hospital, health care provider's office,
24 long-term care facility, mental health facility, or hospice licensed in this state;
25 (3) "health care provider" has the meaning given in AS 18.23.400;

27 (5) "hospital" has the meaning given in AS 18.20.130;
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1 (8) "minor" has the meaning given in AS 47.30.705;

4 *Sec. 4. AS 18.23 is amended by adding a new section to article 4 to read:
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