


 
 

 
 

January 31, 2025 
 

Honorable members of the Senate Resources Committee, 
 

I am writing this letter to affirm the Copper River Native Association Tribal Health Consortium’s 
(CRNA) support for Senate Bill 61. SB 61 introduces the practice of product stewardship to 
electronic devices sold in Alaska and creates a manufacturer funded system for collecting and 
recycling electronic devices. This is really needed in Alaska. Landfills in our communities are 
unlined and electronics end up in them. Our communities are concerned about contaminants 
from electronics such as lead, mercury, and cadmium ending up in our land and waterways. 
The financial burden of transporting electronics for safe recycling/disposal is placed on our 
communities. A Product Stewardship program in Alaska would reduce that burden. Many other 
states already have Product Stewardship and it makes sense to have it in Alaska. 

 
CRNA is located in the beautiful Copper River Basin, home of our people, the Ahtna. We are 
approximately 150 miles east of Anchorage in a region encompassing approximately 23,000 
square miles. We deliver a variety of programs and services that promote the wellness of the 
people who call the Copper River Basin home. We support SB 61 and would like to see it 
passed – it would help our communities and communities across Alaska. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Sarah Daszkiewicz 
Environmental Coordinator 
Tribal Community Services 
Copper River Native Association 
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              ANVIK TRIBAL COUNCIL 

PO Box 10 
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February 14th, 2025 

 

Re: Support for SB 61 

 

Dear Honorable members of the Senate Resources Committee,  

 

The Native Village of Anvik supports Senate Bill 61.  Our community and other rural 

communities in Alaska need a system that will help with the ever-increasing problem of 

electronics waste that pile up in our landfills. Anvik is a historically Athabascan community at 

the confluence of the Anvik and Yukon Rivers. The current site of the village of Anvik has a long 

history as a major settlement on the Yukon due to its centralized location for subsistence 

activities including fishing, hunting, trapping and gathering. The population of this community 

has been as high as 6,000 prior to Anglo contact, but now only has a year-round population of 

less than 100 people. Anvik is not characterized by a mixed subsistence and cash economy. 

Hunting and gathering still provide the mainstays of the community. Current residents rely 

heavily on taking fish, migratory birds and small and big game, which is the basis of the local 

economy. Subsistence resources are critical and all houses participate and rely heavily on the 

harvesting, consuming or sharing of resources; subsistence is the foundation of the lifestyle and 

economy in Anvik. 

It is very expensive for us to get spent electronics out of our community for proper 

recycling/disposal. If we can’t get them out, or afford to get them out, they will end up in an 

unlined landfill where burning also occurs. The overall rate of getting cancer is more than twice 

as high among non-Hispanic American Indian and Alaska Native people. We are concerned 

about the health effects from electronics that end up in our landfill and impacts to residents and 

subsistence resources.  Product stewardship is a program where the manufacturer of an electronic 

device assumes financial responsibility on a life-cycle basis for that device.  We need this in 

Alaska and SB 61 will help get us there and reduce the financial burden on rural communities 

across the state for dealing with spent electronics.   

 

Regards, 

 

Nathan Elswick 

Nathan Elswick- Environmental Director & 2nd Chief  

 



February 14th, 2025 

 

RE: SB61 Support Letter 

 

Dear Honorable members of the Senate Resources Committee, 

 

I am writing this letter to affirm Haines Friends of Recycling (HFR)’s support for Senate Bill 61. 

HFR is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization that has provided recycling services for Haines, 

Klukwan, and Chilkat Valley residents and visitors since 1999.  

 

As I’m sure you all are well aware, ewaste contains potentially harmful components that when 

burnt or left to the elements can leach out and pose a risk to human health and the environment. 

Both Haines and Klukwan operate class 3 landfills – landfills that are not equipped with the 

mitigating measures to adequately contain potentially harmful items such as ewaste.  

Our organization coordinates an annual ewaste recycling event for community members. This 

has been a long-standing event that our community now anticipates annually. We’re proud to say, 

that since 2007 HFR has been able to ship out nearly 250,000 lbs of ewaste for recycling.  

However, though HFR provides free recycling services for most items we receive (i.e. cardboard, 

aluminum cans, plastic bottles), due to the cost of sending out ewaste to be recycled in a 

responsible manner, HFR charges recycling fees for any ewaste received through our collection 

event.  This $0.40/lb fee is a major barrier to many families throughout the Chilkat Valley 

resulting in a significant amount of ewaste either being landfilled, burnt, or continued being in 

storage.  

 

Enacting a Product Stewardship Program for ewaste would allow HFR to accept ewaste at no 

cost, increase participation, potentially allow for year-round collection. It would also allow HFR 

to divert more resources to better manage other hard-to-manage recyclables such as fluorescent 

lamps, household batteries, scrap metal, and refrigerant containing appliances (i.e. refrigerators 

& freezers).  

 

HFR respectfully asks for the passage of SB 61 to allow small communities such as Haines and 

Klukwan to better manage ewaste and keep this potentially harmful waste stream out of our local 

landfills.   

Sincerely, 

 

Melissa Aronson 

Board Chair 

Haines Friends of Recycling 

hainesrecycle@gmail.com 

(907)314-2209 
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