
An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day

Statewide Assessment
Education Taskforce Committee 

Presentation
April 15, 2026

Kelly Manning, Deputy Director Innovation in Education Excellence
Karen Melin, Administrator Standards and Assessments



An
 E

xc
el

le
nt

 E
du

ca
tio

n 
fo

r E
ve

ry
 S

tu
de

nt
 E

ve
ry

 D
ay

Mission, Vision, and Purpose

Mission Vision Purpose

An excellent education for every 
student every day. 

All students will succeed in their 
education and work, shape 
worthwhile and satisfying lives for 
themselves, exemplify the best 
values of society, and be effective 
in improving the character and 
quality of the world about them.
- Alaska Statute 14.03.015

DEED exists to provide 
information, resources, and 
leadership to support an excellent 
education for every student every 
day. 
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Strategic Priorities: 
Alaska’s Education Challenge

Five Shared Priorities:
1. Support all students to read at grade level 

by the end of third grade. 
2. Increase career, technical, and culturally 

relevant education to meet student and 
workforce needs.

3. Close the achievement gap by ensuring 
equitable educational rigor and resources.

4. Prepare, attract, and retain effective 
education professionals.

5. Improve the safety and well-being of 
students through school partnerships with 
families, communities, and tribes.

education.alaska.gov/akedchallenge
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Shared Vocabulary

Interim Assessment – periodic tests administered throughout the 
year to monitor a students progress toward standards. MAP 
Growth is an interim assessment. 
Norm referenced assessment – looks at a student’s performance 
in relation to that student’s peer. MAP Growth is a norm 
referenced assessment.
Summative Assessment – given at the end of an instructional 
period with the purpose of measuring a student's mastery of 
content or set of standards. Alaska System of Academic Readiness 
(AK STAR) is a summative assessment. 
Criterion Referenced Assessment– measure a student's 
knowledge, skills, or performance against a fixed set of standards. 
AK STAR is a criterion referenced assessment. 
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Alaska System of Academic Readiness: AK STAR
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Demonstration of AK STAR
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Live Demonstration

https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html 7

https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html
https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html
https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html
https://akstar-assess.state.nwea.org/inbrowser/index.html
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Reports

8

hrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/EducatorGuidetoStudentReadiness_Final.pdf
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Reports – Student Profile
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Reports - Family Report
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Reports – Class Profile
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Assessment Resources

Assessment Blueprint
Achievement Level Descriptors
Educators Guide to Student Readiness

Coming Soon:
Practice Test – embedding answers and standard assessed in
Strengthening Skills Report – Showing items and standards that 
are most missed
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chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/assessment-design/AKSTARTestBlueprints.pdf
https://ald-explorer.nwea.org/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/education.alaska.gov/assessments/akstar/EducatorGuidetoStudentReadiness_Final.pdf
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Questions
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Contact Information 

Kelly Manning, Deputy Director, Innovation and Education 
Excellence 
kelly.manning@alaska.gov
(907) 465- 8431

Karen Melin, Administrator for Standards and Assessments
karen.melin@alaska.gov
(907) 465-8684
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