ARLC

Alaska Native Language Center
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The State gave the University of
Alaska a mission...

UNIVERSITY
of ALASKA

Sec. 14.40.117. Establishment of Alaska Native Language Center.
The University of Alaska shall establish an Alaska Native Language Center, the
purposes of which are to
(1) study languages native to Alaska;

(2) develop literacy materials;
(3) assist in the translation of important documents;

(4) provide for the development and dissemination of Alaska Native Lliterature;
and

(5) train Alaska Native language speakers to work as teachers and aides in
bilingual classrooms.




1960's Language Teacher Trainings The Development of ANLC over 54 Years

First Yup'ik Language Workshops
Birth of ANLC

Development of writing systems and literacy materials

1970's

Birth of ANLC Collections, later to become ANLA

First collections catalog
First published comprehensive dictionaries
Birth of ANLP
Certificate and AAS degrees in Native Language Education

Yup’'ik and Inupiaq degrees established at UAF

1980’'s

1990's

2000’s

Native Language Instructors at UAF
First change of leadership
Second generation of researchers and language teachers
Native Faculty Language Teachers at ANLC, Move to CLA
Loss of first generation of research and language teachers
Budget problems and lost positions
Professionalization of ANLA
Move to CRCD > CIS

Loss of ANLC Independence, Staffing, Budget, and Functionality

2010’s

2020’'s
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Proto-Eskaleut

Traditional model Alaska Native Language Research
ca. 6000-30007 cal yr BP
Proto-Aleut | Proto-Yupik/Inuit
ca. 4500-3000 cal yr BP ca. 4500-2500 cal yr BP

Proto-Aleut |l Proto-Yupik Proto-Inuit
ca. 1000 cal yr BP ca. 2000 cal yr BP ca. 1000-800 cal yr BP

Sirenikski
-19497

Unangam Tunuu CSY Naukanski CAY Alutiig Inuit
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Proto-Eskaleut Berge (Forthcoming-c)
ca. 6000-30007 cal yr BP
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Proto-Aleut | Proto-Yupik/Inuit
ca. 4500-3000 cal yr BP ca. 4500-2500 cal yr BP

Proto-Aleut 1l

Proto-Yupik Proto-Inuit
ca. 1000 cal yr BP ca. 2000 cal yr BP

ca. 1000-800 cal yr BP
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ANLC Research through Language Documentation:
Essential, Collaborative, Enduring
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Alaska Native Language Program (ANLP)

KANSSE=ALLG, /82026

ANL F141X:
Beginning Dené / Athabascan|
Lower Tanana

gl Gy 2:00 pm - 3:15 pm
5 credits Monday-Thursday

ANL F142X:
Beginning Dené / Athabascanlli
Lower Tanana

\ CRN: 51575
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3:30 pm - 4:45 pm

b credits Monday-Thursday

ANL F241:
Intermediate Dené / Athabascan|
Lower Tanana

‘ CRN: 51576 5:45 pm - 6:45 pm

3 credits Monday-Wednesday




Alaska Native Language Archive (ANLA)
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Alaska Native Language Publications

Aleut

Dictionary

Unangam

Dictionaries

compiled by
Knut Bergsland

Dena’ina

OPICAL DIGTIONARY

James Kari
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" Dinjii Zhuh K'yaa Yahdii

YAHDII IN THE NATIVE TRADITION: A GWICHIN (DENE) STAR CHAR‘I’ 2

Cheis M. Canon | Paul Herbert
by Maroca Guthrie

Shem Pete’s Alaska
The Territory of the Upper Cook Inlet Dena’ina

e e i st 54 REVISED SECOND EDITION
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Grammars

SKIimo | ANguage

Texts and
materials for
all ages

Culture

A Grammar of
Kodiak Island Allutiiq

Mihelnguut
Yuarutait

Children's
Son gs



Where we are currently headed

Sec. 14.40.117, Establishment of Alaska Native Language Center.
The University of Alaska shall establish an Alaska Native Language Center, the
purposes of which are to

and
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bilingual classrooms.




CIS Reductions in ANLC staffing and status

Position 2013 Present
Director Professor Vacant
lnupiaq Linguistics

Policy, Education Associate Professor Vacant

Yup’ik Language

Associate Professor
Associate Professor

Student (Adjunct)
Associate Professor

Instructor Vacant
Inupiaq Language Instructor Assistant Professor
Gwich’in Language Instructor Term Assistant Professor (Non-retained)

Other Dene Language

Visiting consultants

Term Instructor, Upper Tanana, Adjunct Lower Tanana

Dene Linguistics

Associate Professor
Associate Professor

Term Staff (Position in danger)
Vacant

Inuit-Yupik-Unangax Linguistics

Associate Professor

Professor (Position threatened)

Admininstrative Assistant Staff Vacant
Editor Staff Term Staff (Position in danger)
Archive Vacant Term Staff ( Position in danger)




ANLC'’s Issues are UAF / CIS Budget Issues:

Comparing ANLC Losses and CIS Admin Gains

2021 | - Editor + Term Editor (split)
[- Director auth.] | + Term Archive Mgr (split)
2022
2023 | -Director + Term Instructor + Vice Chancellor RCNE + Admin Assistant
+ Assoc. Vice Chancellor RCNE

2024 + Temp Instructor + Assoc. Vice Chancellor RWE + Lead Program Coordinator
+ Senior Director Alaska Native
Success Partnerships

2025 |- Yup'ik Faculty - HR Coordinator
+ HR Coordinator
+ Executive Assistant to Dean
+ Graduate Success Coordinator
+ Undergraduate Advisor

2026 + Yup'ik Student Adjunct + Admin Assistant

- Gwich’in Term faculty
- Term Research staff
- Term Editor
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So Our Voices Will Live

.: Language Connects

Quinhagak History
and Oral Traditions

TRANSCRIBED AND TRANSLATED BY
Alice Rearden

OITED BY
Ann Fienup-Riordan
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Gwich'in
Verb Complex
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Jidii? = What? Juu? =Who? Jaghaii? = Why? chan T’iinyaa! = Say it again!

Mary natsal dai’ geegwaandak.

Mary | she is small | when | she tells about it

geegwaldak = | tell about it
geegwandak = you tell about it

geegwaandak = S/he tells about it

Daach’yaa? = How many? Nijin? = Where? Nats’ahts’a’ X gwinyaa? = How do we say X?



What we need to meet the mission
the State of Alaska has given us:

LC

Alaska Native Language Center

Independence

We need to be assessed based on our mission, the only place within the University to do that is
under the Vice-Chancellor of Research.

Director

The ANLC is a Center, and its varied and specialized mission requires leadership whose sole focus
is meeting that mission.

Hard funding

The ebbs and flows of grant money are not reliable enough to sustain the long standing work of the
ANLC. The State of Alaska provides the UA system with enough money to support the ANLC, but
that funding is not being directed to us.



Alaska Native Language Center - Future Directions

New Linguistic

Second Language
Research

Acquisition

Collaborative
Interdisciplinary
Partnerships

Documenting and describing
complex language use with
new technologies and tools

Building new teachers and
materials for all levels

Language Building new fluent speakers,
o ue ] communities of speakers, and
Revitalization  contexts of language use
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