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Sponsor Statement
Senate Bill 269
Restructuring the Board of Fish

The Alaska Board of Fisheries is one of the busiest boards that covers all fish
issues and resource user groups across the state. With limited membership
and vast responsibilities, the Board of Fish job has turned into a 24/7
commitment of board member’s time.

Currently the Board members are asked to become experts in all regions of
the State. This task is made even harder when the ones that are experts in a
region are not allowed to participate in the discussions or voting. The
current Board is overtasked and because of increasing workloads they are
falling behind getting to solutions in the current cycle system they work
within.

SB 269 is being offered to begin discussing ways to make Alaska’s Board of
Fish regionally focused to increase efficiency and to allow the board to
better understand and interact with the diverse resource users.

The concept behind SB269 is to restructure the board from a single seven-
member board, to a fifteen-member board, compromised of three regional
boards. 1-SE Alaska and Yakutat. 2-Central Gulf, Prince William Sound,
Kodiak, and Southern Ak Peninsula. 3- Arctic, Western, Kuskokwim,
Yukon, that are individually and jointly the “Board of Fish”.

SB 269 also address the conflicting out of board members. This change
should help the board make better informed decisions and eliminate the vote
swapping issues that many say has been happening.
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