




















 
March 23, 2026 
 
Attn: Letter of Support for House Bill 101 

Dear Members of Senate Judiciary, 

Alliance, I am writing to express 
strong support for House Bill 101, sponsored by Andrew Gray. This legislation represents 

xploitation. 

Alaska continues to face some of the highest rates of sexual violence in the nation. 
According to the University of Alaska Anchorage Justice Center and its Alaska 

 rates of child sexual abuse are nearly six times 
higher than the national average and the rate of rape is more than three times higher. The 
survey further found that over 35% of Alaskan women reported experiencing sexual 
abuse before the age of 18 (Alaska Victimization Survey, 2020). These data underscore 
the urgent need for policies that better protect minors and support accountability for those 
who exploit them. 

Adolescents, particularly those aged 16 and 17, are in a critical stage of brain 
development that increases their vulnerability to coercion and exploitation. Peer-reviewed 
research in Neuroscience demonstrates that the prefrontal cortex the region responsible 
for impulse control, decision-making, and risk assessment continues to mature into the 
mid-20s (Steinberg, 2013). During this developmental period, significant structural and 
functional changes contribute to heightened sensitivity to external influences, increased 
risk-taking, and a reduced ability to fully evaluate long-term consequences (Sowell et al., 
2020). This scientific consensus reinforces what practitioners across Alaska already see: 
youth are more susceptible to grooming, manipulation, and exploitation by older 
individuals. 

Under current Alaska law, the age of consent creates a legal gap that can be exploited by 
perpetrators and complicates prosecution in cases involving coercion, trafficking, or 
abuse. House Bill 101 addresses this gap by raising the age of consent to 18, while 
maintaining reasonable close-in-age exemptions that ensure consensual peer relationships 
are not criminalized. This balanced approach both strengthens protections for vulnerable 
youth and preserves fairness within the law. 

improving outcomes for children and holding offenders accountable. By recognizing the 
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developmental realities of adolescence and closing existing legal loopholes, House Bill 
101 represents a meaningful and necessary step toward reducing exploitation and 

I urge you to support House Bill 101 and stand in commitment to the safety, dignity, and 

Respectfully,

Joanna Penfold

Executive Director

director@akchildrensalliance.org
907-654-9022
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