
























Copy of Testimony for March 18, 2026 regarding SB277

Barbara Laucius, Wasilla/Willow 

 

Good evening, Committee members, 

 

I oppose SB 277. As an educator for 20 years, I know that having options and school choice is 
critical for children’s education. This bill threatens to eliminate one important option that many 
families rely on. 

Alaska is unique. Many families live and work in non-traditional situations that do not -to-5 
—

especially in education. 

-centered 
learning that allows children to succeed despite geographic, cultural, or economic challenges. 
Families should have the freedom to choose the best educational path and partners for their 
children—freedom that is central to Alaska’s identity. 

Students in these programs consistently achieve remarkable success. They have won State in the 
Academic Decathlon
schools, and the business community. When families can choose both their learning path and 
educational partners, children thrive academically, socially, and personally. 

Homeschooling (correspondence) families also strengthen Alaska’s communities and economy. 

these programs would limit children’s potential, reduce family choice, and weaken the 
communities that rely on them. 

 in the small town of Galena, it now serves 
families statewide—from tiny communities like Metlakatla and Quinhagak to populous regions 

education can succeed across Alaska. 

 

Thank you. 

Barbara Laucius 
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Michael Mason

From: Carrie J Webster 
Sent: Thursday, March 19, 2026 3:46 PM
To: Senate Education
Subject: SB 277

Thursday, March 19, 2026 

Dear Senate Education Committee, 

I strongly oppose SB 277, as it would harm and potentially damage a highly effective and thriving education system. Rather than shifting or taking 
money from the districts where parents have chosen to educate their children and redirecting it to where they reside, the focus should be on 
understanding why public schools are struggling and why so many families are choosing to leave. 

This is not simply a funding issue�funding should follow the students. Increasing funding has been the consistent response to challenges in public 
education, yet it has not resolved the underlying problems. Continuing to rely on the same approach without meaningful change will not produce 
different results. 

Public schools have failed my family for at least three generations, from the Anchorage School District to the Mat-Su Borough School District. As a 
multi-generational family affected by dyslexia, we have experienced these challenges firsthand. 

My father was pushed through the Anchorage School District without receiving the help he needed. At one point, he stopped even bringing his 
textbooks into class, leaving them in his car, yet he was still passed through the system and graduated. He was never given the support necessary to 
succeed. Similarly, a close friend of mine, who is also dyslexic, has shared that she does not know how she graduated. She completed little to no 
homework, yet was still pushed through the system in the Mat-Su Borough School District. 

My own experience in the Mat-Su Borough School District was similarly difficult. The lack of understanding of dyslexia, combined with ineffective 
teaching methods, led to significant emotional stress and anxiety. Because of this, I made the decision to homeschool my children. I did not want 
them to endure the same struggles I faced. 

I initially homeschooled through Mat-Su Central; however, I began encountering many of the same issues�particularly a lack of understanding of 
dyslexia and restrictive guidelines on how to educate my children. This ultimately led me to transfer to IDEA, where I could better meet my 
children�s educational needs. 

Some of the primary reasons school districts are struggling�and why parents are removing their children�include the lack of early screening and 
individualized learning approaches. Children should be assessed before entering kindergarten to identify how they learn best, and instruction should 
reflect those needs throughout their education. 

Approximately one in five children is dyslexic. These students require teaching methods that align with how they process information from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. Dyslexia is only one of many learning differences that often go unrecognized and unsupported. When students are 
not given the proper tools or instruction suited to their learning style, it is no surprise that test scores in reading, math, and other subjects remain low. 

Additionally, even the best teachers face significant challenges. It is unrealistic to expect one teacher to effectively meet the needs of 25�30 students, 
especially when many require individualized support or specialized instruction. 

If my youngest daughter�who has a more severe form of dyslexia�had been in today�s public school system, she likely would have struggled 
significantly and failed. I cannot imagine the mental and emotional toll that experience would have taken on her. Because we have the ability to 
choose how and where to educate our children, she is now thriving and is on track to graduate through IDEA in May. 

I would also like to address a statement made during the Senate Education Committee hearing on March 18, where it was suggested that families 
switching between correspondence schools may be required to repay funds. I would respectfully ask for clarification on the source of that 
information. 

When I transferred my four children from Mat-Su Central to IDEA after several years, we were not required to repay any funds. The only 
requirement was to return non-consumable items and certain electronic devices that had not depreciated, unless we chose to pay the difference. The 
process was straightforward and did not create a financial burden for our family. 

Finally, I would encourage legislators to engage directly with correspondence school leaders�such as IDEA, Raven, and CyberLynx to name a few 
�to better understand how these programs operate before making policy decisions that could significantly impact a thriving and effective education 
system. I would also encourage you to survey families directly to better understand why parents are choosing to remove their children from public 
schools and pursue other forms of education. Gathering that feedback would provide valuable insight into the root causes of declining enrollment and 
ongoing challenges within the public school system. 

Respectfully, 
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Carrie J Webster 

Wasilla, Alaska 99623 








































































































