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The Alaska AFL-CIO opposes SB 268 on the following grounds: 
 

All workers deserve paid sick leave: The Alaska AFL-CIO firmly believes ALL workers 
deserve the same protections. Just because someone works in a seafood processing plant 
does not mean their right to sick leave should be taken away. It is important that working people 
have the chance to recover from illness and to take care of sick loved ones. Additionally, paid 
sick policies are not just good for working people; they are good for business as a January 2025 
Economic Policy Institute paper found.1 

Alaskan voters overwhelmingly supported paid sick leave: In 2024, Alaskans 
overwhelmingly approved a ballot initiative that granted workers paid sick leave. Passage of SB 
268 would go against the will of Alaskan voters who supported providing paid sick leave to 
workers, regardless of the type of work they do. Paid sick leave provisions in Alaska went into 
effect on July 1, 2025, meaning that it has been less than one year of this policy being in place; 
it is disappointing to see the attempts to so quickly dismantle what Alaskans support. 

​Many of these workers have paid sick leave in their home state: A 2026 report2 from the 
Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development showed that 81% of Alaska’s 
seafood-processing workers in 2024 were non-residents, the highest of any occupation. Many of 
these workers hail from states that have paid sick leave requirements that do not exempt 
seafood processors, specifically Washington.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Non residents working in Alaska 2024, February 2026. Access it here: 
https://www.legfin.akleg.gov/BudgetBackupDocuments/FY2027/LegReports/Report182.pdf 

1 Paid sick leave improves workers’ health and the economy, January 30, 2025. Access it here: 
http://epi.org/blog/paid-sick-leave-improves-workers-health-and-the-economy/ 
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