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Ella Lubin

From: Makaila da Silva 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2026 9:29 AM
To: House Education
Subject: House Bill 376

My name is Makaila Kosbruk. My foster daughter was evaluated by Infant Learning at birth and at 6 
months old she did not qualify although she would have received great benefit from it.  
 
At 9 months old, she was formally diagnosed with Mild Spastic and Ataxic Cerebral Palsy, which then she 
finally qualified for ILP. Having access to this resource from birth could have made an even bigger 
difference in her life.  
 
I strongly believe adjusting the criteria to qualify will not only benefit the children and families of Alaska, 
but the education system and the state as a whole. It is our job to give every opportunity to our children, 
the next generation, and to bridge the gap between home and education. Changing the criteria for 
qualification will ensure no child falls through the cracks.  
 
I hope you will choose to support House Bill 376 and ensure the future of our next generation.   
 
Makaila Kosbruk  
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Ella Lubin

From: Tara Pike 
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2026 8:37 AM
To: House Education
Subject: HB376

My name is Tara Pike, and I am calling in support of House Bill 376. I respectfully urge the committee to support this bill. 
I am a biological mother, an adoptive mother, and a foster mother who has relied on the Infant Learning Program to support the children 
in our family. 
Through this program, our family received support during critical developmental stages that truly changed the trajectory for our child. 
Expanding eligibility from a 50% developmental delay to a 25% delay will allow more Alaskan families to access early intervention when 
it matters most, no matter where they live in our state. 
While we understand the budget is tight, investing early in children saves money in the long run. 
Nearly half of the children who receive early intervention services will not require higher-cost special education services later in the K-
12 system. 
A small investment early can change the entire future of a child. Please support HB 376. Thank you for your time  

Sent from my iPhone 
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Ella Lubin

From: Chelsea Burke 
Sent: Friday, March 13, 2026 11:07 AM
To: House Education
Subject: Testimony on HB 376- Expand Early Intervention Services

Dear Members of the House Education Committee, 

My name is Chelsea Burke. I live in Eagle River. I am the parent of four teenage boys in the Anchorage 
School District, and my youngest son has a developmental disability. I previously served as a Governor-
appointed member of the Alaska Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education and now 
serve as council staff. 

It is important to note that I am a state employee, but I am providing this testimony in my personal 
capacity as a parent in strong support of HB 376, which expands eligibility for Alaska’s Infant Learning 
Program from a 50% developmental delay to a 25% delay and increases funding to support that 
expansion. 

Currently, Alaska has the most restrictive eligibility criteria in the nation. A two-year-old must be 
functioning at the level of a one-year-old to qualify for services. HB 376 would align ILP eligibility with the 
25% delay standard already used in K-12 special education. There is no evidence-based rationale for 
continuing to deny services to children who clearly need support but do not meet that extremely high 
threshold. 

My youngest son began receiving early intervention services before age two. At the time, we were living in 
Delta Junction and utilizing childcare at Fort Greely. Through the Infant Learning Program, he received 
itinerant services directly in his childcare setting. That flexibility was critical. It allowed both parents to 
remain in the workforce while ensuring consistency in his therapies, not just at home, but embedded in 
his preschool environment. 

Those early services led to a formal diagnosis and helped streamline his transition from early 
intervention into preschool special education and then into school-age services. 

Today, he is almost 14 years old. He is a Special Olympics athlete and excited to start high school at 
Chugiak High this fall. Watching him compete today, it is hard to imagine how different his trajectory 
might have been without early intervention. 

He is independent, communicative, and thriving. He still receives special education services and will 
likely always need some level of support, but his needs have significantly decreased over time. His 
service ratio has lowered. He requires fewer behavioral interventions and less supervision. He can 
clearly communicate his wants and needs, which has dramatically reduced frustration and aggression. 
He also no longer requires therapies outside of school. 

I directly attribute that progress to early intervention beginning at age two. 
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Research supports what families already know: early intervention works. National data shows that 46% 
of children who receive early intervention meet developmental expectations by kindergarten and do not 
require special education. Each child who avoids special education represents an estimated savings of 
$229,071 over their educational career. Expansion is projected to result in approximately 152 additional 
children per year who may not require special education services, representing significant long-term 
savings. 

Brain development is most rapid and flexible from birth to age three. Intervention is more effective and 
less costly when provided early rather than delayed. HB 376 ensures children receive services during 
that critical developmental window instead of waiting until delays become more severe and more 
expensive to address. 

This bill is a compassionate policy, but it is also a fiscally responsible policy. It strengthens families, 
supports workforce participation, reduces future reliance on special education and Medicaid, and 
improves long-term outcomes. 

As a parent who has lived this experience, I can say without hesitation: early intervention changes 
trajectories. 

I respectfully urge you to support HB 376 and expand access to the Infant Learning Program for Alaska’s 
youngest children. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Chelsea Burke 

 



From: Chelsea Burke
To: Senate Finance Committee
Subject: Public Testimony on SB 178 – Expand Early Intervention Services
Date: Friday, February 27, 2026 3:51:55 PM

Dear Members of the Senate Finance Committee,

My name is Chelsea Burke. I live in Eagle River. I am the parent of four school-aged children,
and my youngest son has a developmental disability. I previously served as a Governor-
appointed member of the Alaska Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education
and now serve as council staff.

I am writing in strong support of SB 178, which expands eligibility for Alaska’s Infant
Learning Program (ILP) from a 50% developmental delay to a 25% delay and increases
funding to support that expansion.

Currently, Alaska has the most restrictive eligibility criteria in the nation. A two-year-old must
be functioning at the level of a one-year-old to qualify for services. SB 178 would align ILP
eligibility with the 25% delay standard already used in K-12 special education. There is no
evidence-based rationale for continuing to deny services to children who clearly need support
but do not meet that extremely high threshold.

My youngest son began receiving early intervention services at age two. Those services were
life-changing for our family. At the time, we were living in Delta Junction and utilizing
childcare at Fort Greely. Through ILP, he was able to receive itinerant services directly in his
childcare setting. That flexibility was critical. It allowed both parents to remain in the
workforce while ensuring consistency in his therapies; not just at home but embedded in his
preschool environment.

Those early services led to a formal diagnosis and helped streamline his transition from early
intervention into preschool special education and then into school-age services. Today, he is
almost 14 years old. He is independent, communicative, and thriving. He still receives special
education services and likely always will need some level of support. But his needs have
significantly decreased over time. His service ratio has lowered. He requires fewer behavioral
interventions. He needs less supervision. He can now communicate his wants and needs,
which has dramatically reduced frustration and aggression.

I directly attribute that progress to early intervention beginning at age two.

Research supports what families already know: early intervention works. National data shows
that 46% of children who receive early intervention meet developmental expectations by
kindergarten and do not require special education. Each child who avoids special education
represents an estimated savings of $229,071 over their educational career. Expansion is
projected to result in 152 additional children per year who may not require special education
services, representing significant long-term savings.

Brain development is most rapid and flexible from birth to age three. Intervention is more
effective and less costly when provided early rather than delayed. SB 178 ensures children
receive services during that critical developmental window instead of waiting until delays
become more severe and more expensive to address.

This bill is not just compassionate policy, it is fiscally responsible policy. It strengthens
families, supports workforce participation, reduces future reliance on special education and
Medicaid, and improves long-term outcomes.
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