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Sent: Monday, March 26, 2012 9:49 AM
To: Rep. Paul Seaton
Subject: oposition to HB 191

To Whom it May Concern:

VanderWeele Farms has been a commercial potato and vegetable farm in the Palmer area since 1967.  We are the largest supplier of Alaska Grown potatoes and vegetables to Carrs/Safeway, Fred Meyer, Walmart and others.

I am hereby writing to oppose the formation of a Department of Agriculture over the current Division of Agriculture.  

The current Division of Agriculture, specifically the Commissioner and Deputy Commissioner of  the Department of Natural Resources have always been and continue to be very responsive to agricultural needs for our state.  Our current Director of Agriculture is also doing a very good job.  We are writing in support of maintaining and supporting the current Division of Agriculture under DNR.

I believe that in the interest of achieving state food supply sustainability in Alaska, the amount of agricultural producers needs to increase.  This increase is difficult as many challenges face individuals who wish to become producers .  I see the formation of a Department of Agriculture as another obstacle for the current and future agricultural community.

VanderWeele Farms is in full support of the current form of the Division of Agriculture. Thank you for your consideration in the matter.


Ben VanderWeele
VanderWeele Farms, LLC
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