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Increased Pedestrian Fatalities
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National Trend

Pedestrian fatalities per 
year decreased from the 
late 1970s to 2009.  Since 
2009, the number has 
steadily increased and 
accounts for 17% of total 
traffic fatalities.

Pedestrian Safety | NHTSA
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Key Takeaways

• This bill allows local governments to opt-in to improve traffic safety at the least cost 
possible while continuing to prioritize police enforcement to best protect human life.

• The increased danger to pedestrians across the nation and across Alaska is indicative 
of a broader need to implement traffic controls on dangerous and reckless driving.

• The implementation of this legislation is critical to assist understaffed police 
departments – this allows for police officers to focus their time and effort in other areas 
of serving the public.

• It is impossible for the Anchorage Police Department to position their patrol vehicles at 
every intersection to capture red light runners.   There are light-of-sight barriers and 
other obstructions which impede the officers’ abilities to clearly and accurately record 
the offense.
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