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Role of the Lieutenant Governor in the Distribution of Joint 
Resolutions Under Uniform Rule 49 

Grace Ellsworth, Legislative Analyst 

You requested background on subsection (b) of Uniform Rule 49. Specifically, you 
asked why the lieutenant governor is responsible for distributing enrolled copies 
of joint resolutions.  

The relevant section of Uniform Rule 49(b) reads “[t]he lieutenant governor sends enrolled copies of joint 
resolutions to the federal and other state officers, agencies, and jurisdictions.“ This policy was first adopted 
as Rule 49(e) by the Third Alaska State Legislature in 1963 as part of an overhaul of the Uniform Rules. 

The amending legislation passed the previous session, SCR 31 (attached), concluded the Uniform Rules at 
the time were “beyond the need for a formal revision to correct errors or shortcomings in fact, form and 
arrangement.” The 1963 Biennial Report of the Legislative Council agreed, describing them as “a hurried 
patchwork of the joint and separate rules used in the last Territorial Legislature of 1957 and had been only 
slightly amended since their adoption in 1959. It was determined that the arrangement was faulty, some 
rules were either inconsistent with or contrary to statutory provisions, and that some procedural and 
organizational problems ought to be corrected” (p.11). 

Following the passage SCR 31, the executive director of Legislative Council sent a memo to all legislators 
requesting suggestions by July 1. The revision process was months long, but the clause assigning 
responsibility for distributing joint resolutions was added early in the process, appearing in the August 1962 
version. Unfortunately, the backup material is sparse, with a single, brief reference to joint resolutions that 
does not include a rationale (attached).  

Please note the rule, then numbered 48(e), was amended in 1977 to reflect the name change from 
secretary of state to lieutenant governor, which occurred via constitutional amendment in 1970.  

 
We hope this is helpful.  If you have questions or need additional information, please let us know.   
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