FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA cost # codes Bill Version CSHB129(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Fiscal Note Number
Publish Date

Identifier (file name) HB129CS(FIN)-DHSS-BVS-12-15-11 Dept. Affected Health and Social Services

Title Deceased Veteran Death Certificate Appropriation Public Health
Allocation Bureau of Vital Ststistics

Sponsor Rep. Gruenberg

Requester Sen. State Affairs Committee OMB Component Number 961

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

Included in

FY13
Appropriation
Requested

Governor's
FY13
Request

Out-Year Cost Estimates

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY13 FY13 FY14 FY15 FY16 FY17

FY18

Personal Services

Travel

Services

Commodities

Capital Outlay

Grants, Benefits

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 |Federal Receipts

1003 [GF Match

1004 |GF 75.0 0.0 80.0 85.0 90.0 95.0

100.0

1005 |GF/Prgm (DGF) (75.0) 0.0 (80.0) (85.0) (90.0) (95.0)

(100.0)

1037 |GF/MH (UGF)

1178 [temp code (UGF)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

|CHANGE IN REVENUES [ @s0 | | (80.0)| 85.0)| (90.0)| 95.0)|

(100.0)|

Estimated SUPPLEMENTAL (FY12) operating costs 0.0

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

(separate supplemental appropriation required

Estimated CAPITAL (FY13) costs 0.0 (separate capital appropriation required)

(discuss reasons and fund source(s) in analysis section)

Why this fiscal note differs from previous version (if initial version, please note as such)

Updated fiscal note to reflect current fiscal year.

Prepared by Ward Hurlburt, M.D. MPH - Chief Medical Officer / Director Phone 269-6680

Division Public Health Date/Time 12/15/11 12:00 PM

Approved by Nancy Rolfzen, Assistant Commissioner Date 12/15/2011

DHSS Finance & Management Services

Page 1 of 3

(Revised 8/17/2011 OMB)




FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSHB129(FIN)
2012 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Under this bill family members or representatives (executors, etc.) of deceased veterans may each request one free
certified copy of the veteran's death certificate. This bill would allow many members or representatives of the
veteran's family to separately request a free death certificate.

This bill will reduce the Bureau of Vital Statistics (BVS) program receipts/fees by an estimated $75.0 in the first year,
increasing each year to a projected loss of $100.0 by Year 5. Because BVS relies substantially on fees to support its
operating costs, any loss of these program receipts will have an immediate impact on staffing and quality of service to
the public if not replaced by general funds. About 3% of the budget for BVS is GF ($91.1). In contrast, 80% of the BVS
budget comes from program receipts (GF/Pgm).

The Bureau estimates that initially 75% of veteran’s families will be aware of the bill, increasing to nearly 100% over
five years. About 30 percent (approximately 1000 deaths) of total deaths in Alaska per year indicate the decedent was
a veteran. It is estimated that between three to five family members (or executors) will qualify for a death certificate at
no charge (families have been known to request as many as 40 copies of a death certificate). Assuming 3 to 4
certificates per death, the impact to the Bureau is projected to be between 3,000 to 4,000 certificates issued at no
charge annually. The fee for a death certificate is $25. It is anticipated the impact would be comparatively less for the
first few years and then increase as more families become aware of the new law.

The fiscal impact will be approximately $75.0 for the first year the legislation is in effect (525 x 3,000 certified copies,
assuming just 750 families will request on average four certificates each in the first year), increasing to $100.0 by Year
5 ($25 x 4,000 certified copies) as more people become aware of the new benefit provided by this law. The Bureau will
experience a greater loss of revenue if this bill generates more than four requests per death, or if the number of
decedents who are veterans exceeds 1000 in a year. If the current level of staffing and service to the public is to be
maintained, these lost program receipts will have to be replaced with GF.
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