
Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault
and the Systems 

that Address the Issues



ANDVSA Membership of Statewide 
Regional/Subregional Programs

24 Direct Service 
Providers for victims of 
domestic violence 
and sexual assault 
across the State of 
Alaska

19 are in Rural Alaska 
and 16 are not on a 
road system

Collectively they 
responded to over 
10,000 instances of 
victimization in FY25



In 2023, Alaska’s violent crime rate was 5.4 times the national 
rate, at 1,975.2 per 100,000 residents.

Alaska aggravated assaults were 6.7 times higher than the 
national average, at 1,770.4 per 100,000 residents.

Reported rape was 3.1 times higher than the national rate, at 
119.8 per 100,000 residents.

What issues are 
we addressing?

              Still bad… but 28% decrease

To save lives, we all have to 
work together! 



Two presenters:

Rebecca Shields will talk about 
the collaborative work in Kodiak’s Criminal Justice System
 
Christine Pate will talk about 
the collaborative work in Alaska’s Civil Justice System



CCR/SART 
Collaborations

KODIAK WOMEN’S RESOURCE AND CRISIS CENTER
KODIAK ALASKA



Kodiak CCR & SART Team

 Kodiak’s CCR/SART Team is founded on the SART Multi Disciplinary 
Response. 

 Consists of Law Enforcement, Advocates, Forensic Medical Providers 
are the immediate response team.

 Broader Scope Team members include, OCS, Probation Officer, District 
Attorney Office, Emergency Room Nurse.



CCR/SART Team Immediate 
Response.
 When a Crime has been reported to Law Enforcement involving 

domestic violence and/or sexual assault, Law Enforcement notifies 
our SART/CCR Coordinator at KWRCC.

 Advocate makes contact with Victim ASAP to support victim and 
inform them of resources and educate them on what to expect 
from the Criminal Justice process that is occurring.

 If SART exam or medical forensic pictures are needed, Advocate 
will contact Medical examiner to schedule time ASAP.

 Advocate stays with victim as support for Law enforcement 
interview as well as for the forensic exam.

 Advocate remains with victim throughout Criminal Justice 
processes and beyond. As long as Client wants/needs ongoing 
support.



Coordinated Community Response
(Criminal/Tribal/ Civil Justice System)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
End slide for Rachel. Safety for victims segment…from old training, not sure what vicki will use here…



Kodiak CCR/SART Monthly 
Meetings run in 2 parts

 1.  Case Management portion~ Consists of all the immediate 
responders to a case. If case is being adjudicated then the District 
Attorney will attend this portion of meeting. All parties are covered 
under ROI’s as signed and consented by victim.  Updates to case 
progress are made here with ongoing eye on safety needs of victim. 

 2. After Case Management meets, full Broader Team meets. 
Individual Cases are not discussed here. In this meeting we discuss 
infrastructure of Team response and build inter agency relationships 
and resource sharing. 



Kodiak Building and Enhancing 

Coordinated Community 
Responses

For Domestic Violence/Sexual 
Assault Victims

An interdisciplinary Response

THANK YOU! 
Any Questions?

  

KWRCC Collaborations



CHRISTINE PATE
ANDVSA LEGAL PROGRAM DIRECTOR

Civil Legal Services for 
Survivors of Domestic 
and Sexual Violence



Why do people stay in DV 
relationships?

 Danger
 Housing

 Children
 Love

 Finances

 Beliefs
 Shame

 Community 
pressure



A study funded by the Department 
of Justice found that providing legal 
services to victims of domestic 
violence and sexual assault is one of 
the most effective means of ending 
the violence in their lives.

Carolyn Copps Hartley & Lynette M. Renner, The Longer-Term Influence of Civil Legal Services on 
Battered Women (2016), https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/249879.pdf. 









Who can apply to ANDVSA’s 
Legal Program?
 Any Survivor of domestic, sexual violence or 

stalking

 Who financially qualifies = 200-250% 
of the federal poverty guidelines



What types of 
cases??

Family Law 
and 
protection 
orders

 Everything else 

• Family law – divorce, child 
custody, paternity, domestic 
partnership, child support 

• Consumer including bankruptcy
• Landlord/tenant or other housing
• Title IX issues for sexual assault 

survivors
• Wills/probate
• Real estate 
• Victim’s rights issues or 

compensation
• Employment 



How does ANDVSA staff our 
cases?

ANDVSA

Staff 
attorneys

Contract 
attorneys

Volunteer 
attorneys



ATTORNEYS, 9

AWAIC, 71

AWARE, 11 AK 
CARES, 

2
ANJC, 3

AVV, 14

AFS, 16
CFRC, 4

HOPE, 3IAC, 17
KWRCC, 17

TWC, 4

WAVE , 3

TLC, 28
STA , 1

STAR, 25SAFE , 3SAFE HARBOR, 2

SPC, 2
SAFV, 6

SPHH, 16

WISH, 4

ANJC, 3 MFCC
, 1

AIJ, 3
ALSC, 5

SELF, 24

AKST, 1
T&H, 7

USAFV, 1
Kenaitze, 10

Army, 1
Other, 11

BY REFERRAL SOURCE

FY25 TOTAL SERVED AND PARTIAL SERVED CLIENTS: 363
BY REFERRAL SOURCE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
What do you think about making the pie bigger and putting the numbers in it and taking out the colorcoded list below – that isn’t even very helpful? Do we want a bar chart that shows last year our served partial served was x this year it is 363 (was 266 in FY24) and a bar chart that shows  increase in new applicants served/ps (207 to 263)

Sadie: Removed the color coded pie list, added bar graph on slide 6





ANDVSA LEGAL PROGRAM 

1,438.4 
Hours $417,282

Of donated 
services

Of time spent on 
casework to support 

survivors

In Fiscal Year 2025, 
ANDVSA pro bono 
attorneys provided:



ANDVSA Legal Program FY25 In Kind Donations
$693,238:

$417,282 
62 Cases 

by 
Volunteer 
Attorneys 

$276,238
Contract 
Attorneys



Volunteer Appreciation



What our clients have to say:



What our clients have to say:
ANDVSA connected me with a volunteer attorney when I was going through 
my divorce and custody case. At the time, I felt overwhelmed and unsure of 
how I was going to navigate the legal system on my own. ANDVSA listened 
to my situation, explained my options, and helped guide me through the 
process step by step. Because of their support and advocacy, I was matched 
with an attorney who represented me during one of the most difficult times 
in my life and was able to get my full custody of my three children. Having 
legal representation made an enormous difference in my case and in my 
confidence moving forward. 



www.andvsa.org | cpate@andvsa.org

http://www.andvsa.org/
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