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02/23/2026 

 

Re: Support for SB-187 

 

Dear Chair Tobin, Vice Chair Stevens, and Members of the Education Committee: 

 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics (ACAT), a statewide environmental health and justice 

nonprofit organization dedicated to research and advocacy to protect public health in Alaska, 

the nation, and the world, would like to express our strong support of Senate Bill 187 to 

prohibit certain food dyes in school lunches:  "An Act prohibiting certain food additives in 

public school meals; and providing for an effective date." 

  

 Food dyes targeted in Senate Bill 187 include red dye 3, red dye 40, yellow dye 5, yellow dye 

6, blue dye 1 and blue dye 2. These are synthetic non-nutritional colorant additives used to 

impart colors to foods, medicines, self-care products, candy, and other products. These are 

often derived from petroleum and other substances. 

 

“Three dyes (Red 40, Yellow 5, and Yellow 6) have been found to be contaminated with 

benzidine or other carcinogens. At least four dyes (Blue 1, Red 40, Yellow 5, and Yellow 6) 

cause hypersensitivity reactions. Numerous microbiological and rodent studies of Yellow 5 

were positive for genotoxicity.” These dyes have also been linked to behavioral issues isuch as 

Attention Deficit Disorder, Attention Hyperactive Deficit Disorder, and Autism Spectrum 

Disorder.ii These dyes are associated with increased inflammation of the digestive system, 

increasing the risk of colorectal cancer, gut biome disorders, and damage to DNA.iii They are 

also linked to memory deficits, ability to learn and retain information, as well as difficulty 

following multiple step instructions.iv  

 

Exposure to these non-nutritive, synthetic food colorants may begin in utero, as these 

chemicals can enter the mother’s blood and pass through the placenta. This can cause 

neurodevelopmental problems and future negative neurological behaviors later in life.v 

Children and youth are particularly vulnerable to harmful exposures to food additive 

chemicals because their brains and nervous systems are rapidly developing, making them 

more easily damaged by toxic chemicals. These harmful exposures are preventable. Exposure 

to these toxic food dyes for no reason other than aesthetics is detrimental to children’s growth 

and development.  

 

In conclusion, ACAT strongly supports SB 187, and we encourage legislators to support this 

http://www.akaction.org/


bill. Our information is included below, and we welcome further dialogue. 

 

Thank you for your careful consideration.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brittani J Robbins 

Civic Engagement Coordinator 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

1225 East International Airport Road, Suite 220 

Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

907-305-0132 

Brittani@akaction.org 

 

Pamela Miller 

Executive Director/Founder 

Alaska Community Action on Toxics 

Senior Advisor, International Pollutants Elimination Network (IPEN) 

1225 East International Airport Rd. Suite 220, Anchorage, Alaska 99518 

Phone (907) 222-7714; Fax (907) 222-7715 

Pamela@akaction.org 
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