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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. SB 236
2026 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Analysis

Senate Bill 236, version A, creates a new alternative program for imposing criminal sentences for defendants who have
been identified as veterans. Sec. 4. The court may, in its discretion, use the alternative sentencing program when a
veteran is convicted of a misdemeanor or Class C felony, if there are indicators that the defendant has symptoms of a
condition from military service that may have contributed to the criminal offense. Sec.4, new AS 12.55.057(b).

Under the program, the court may order probation and/or treatment, and may develop a case plan that has a
professional's assessment and provides for supervision. The court can establish the conditions for participation, and after
a final hearing, can set aside the conviction. Sec. 4, new AS 12.55.057(d), (e), and (f).

Section 5 amends the existing statute that lists mitigating factors; these factors may be used at sentencing for a felony to
allow a term of imprisonment below the presumptive sentencing range. Sec. 5. The new mitigating factor would apply if
the defendant is a veteran with certain conditions.

At this time, the court system is unable to determine what the scope and application of the new program will be. As the
bill proceeds through the committee process and is more fully explained and refined, the court system may be in a better
position to estimate an actual fiscal impact. At this stage, the court system anticipates that the change in operations will
cause a fiscal impact, but is unable to estimate the amount of the impact with any certainty.

Therefore, the court system submits this indeterminate fiscal note for SB 236 at this time, with the intention that this
note will be updated with more precise amounts as the bill moves forward and more information becomes available.
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