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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA
COMMITTEE PROPOSAL NO. 2

Introduced by Committee on Judiciary Branch

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon

as part of the Alaska State Constitution:

IArt!/cle

THE JUDICIARY

Judicial 1 Section 1. The judicial power of the State
Power and
Jurisdiction 2 is vested in a Supreme Court, Superior Court,
3 and courts established by law. The jurisdiction
4 of courts shall be prescribed by law. The courts
5 constitute a unified judicial system for opera-
6 tion and administration. Judicial districts shall
7 be established by law.
Supreme 3 Section 2. The Supreme Court is the highest
court 9 court of the State, with final appellate jurisdic-
10 tion and consists of three justices, one of
11 whom 1is Chief Justice. The number of justices
12 may be increased by law upon the request of the
13 Supreme Court.
Superior ,14 Section 3. The Superior Court is the trial
Court

15 court of general jurisdiction and. consists of

Committee Proposal/2 - Enrolled/Style and Drafting
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five judges. The number of judges may be changed
by law.

Section 4. Supreme Court justices and
Superior Court judges shall be citizens of the
United States and of the State, licensed to
practice law in the State, and possessing any
additional qualifications prescribed by law.
Judges of other courts shall be selected in a
manner, for terms, and with qualifications pres-
cribed by law.

Section 5. The Governor shall fill any
vacancy in an office of Supreme Court Justice or
Superior Court Judge by appointing one of two or
more persons nominated by the Judicial Council.

Section 6. Each Supreme Court Justice and
Superior Court Judge shall be subject to approval
or rejection on a nonpartisan ballot at the first
general election held more than three years
after his appointment. Thereafter,each Supreme
Court Justice shall be subject to approval or
rejection in a like manner every tenth year, and
each Superior Court Judge every sixth year.

Section 7. The office of any Supreme Court
Justice or Superior Court Judge becomes vacant

ninety days after the election at which he 1is
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rejected by a majority for for which he fails
to file his declaration of candidacy to succeed
himself.

Section 8. The Judicial Council consists of
seven members. Three attorney members shall be
appointed for six-year terms by the governing body
of the organized state bar. Three non-attorney
members shall be appointed for six-year terms by
the governor subject to confirmation by a majority
of the members of the legislature iIn joint session.
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term
in like manner. Appointments shall be made with
due consideration to area representation and with-
out regard, to political affiliation. The Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court is ex-officio the
seventh member and chairman of the Judicial
Council. No member of the Judicial Council, ex-
cept the Chief Justice, may hold any other office
or position of profit under the United States or
the State. The Judicial Council shall act by
concurrence of four or more members according to
rules which it adopts.

Section 9. The Judicial Council shall con-
duct studies for improvement of the administration

of justice and make reports and recommendations
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to the Supreme Court and to the legislature at
intervals of not more than two years. The

judicial council shall perform other duties

assigned by law.

Section 10. Whenever the Judicial Council
certifies to the governor that a Supreme Court
justice appears to be so incapacitated as sub-

stantially to prevent him from performing his
judicial duties, the Governor shall appoint a
board of three persons to inquire into the
circumstances, and may, on the board"s recommenda-
tion, retire the justice. Whenever a judge of
another court appears to be so incapacitated as
substantially to prevent him from performing
his judicial duties, the judicial Council shall
recommend to the Supreme Court that the judge
be placed under early retirement. After notice
and hearing, the Supreme Court by majority vote
of its members may retire the judge.

Section 11. Justices and judges shall be
retired at the age of seventy except as provided
in this Article. The basis and amount of
retirement pay shall be prescribed by law. Re-
tired judges shall render no further service on
the bench except for special assignments as
provided by court rule.
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Section 12. Impeachment of any justice or
judge for malfeasance or misfeasance in the
performance of his official duties shall be
according to procedure prescribed for civil
officers.

Section 13. Justices, judges, and members
of the judicial Council shall receive compensa-
tion prescribed by law. Compensation of
justices and judges shall not be diminished
during their terms of office, unless by general
law applying to all salaried officers of the
State.

Section 14 . Supreme Court justices and
Superior Court judges while holding office may
not practice law, hold office iIn a political
party, or hold any office or position of profit
under the United States, the State or its
political subdivisions. Any supreme court
justice or Superior court judge filing for
elective public office forfeits his judicial
position.

Section 15. The Supreme court shall make
and promulgate rules governing the administra-
tion of all courts. It shall make and promulgate

rules governing practice and procedure in civil
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and criminal cases in all courts, whagh rules
may be changed by the legislature by two-thirds
vote of the members elected to each house.

Section 16. The chief justice of the supreme
Court shall be the administrative head of all
courts. He may assign judges from one court or
division thereof to another for temporary service.
The chief justice shall, with the approval of
the Supreme Court, appoint an administrative
director to serve at his pleasure and to super-
vise the administrative operations of the judicial

system.
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RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part
of Alaska State Constitution:

ARTICLE V

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS

Qualified 1 Section 1. Every citizen of the United

Voters no
2 States who is at least nineteen years of age, who
3 meets registration requirements which may be Lon
4 prescribed by law, and who is qualified to
5 vote under this article, may vote In any state cor
6 or local election. He shall have been, -
7 immediately preceding the election, for one
8 year a resident of Alaska and for thirty days
9 a resident of the election district in which
10 he seeks to vote. He shall be able to read
11 or speak the English language as prescribed
12 by law, unless prevented by physical disability. <
13 Additional voting qualifications may be pres- ho

14 cribed by law for bond issue elections of

political subdivisions.
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Section 3. Methods of voting, including absentee
voting, shall be prescribed bv law. Secrecy of voting
shall be preserved. The procedure for determining
election contests, with right of appeal to the courts,
shall be prescribed by law.

Section 4. The legislature may provide a system
of permanent registration of voters and may establish
voting precincts within election districts.

Section 5. General elections shall be held on the

second Tuesday iIn October of every even-numbered year,

but the month and day may be changed by law.



Constitutional Convention
Article/5
January 23, 1956
CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON STYLE AND DRAFTING

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part
of the Alaska State Constitution:

ARTICLE V

SUFFRAGE AND ELECTIONS

Qualified 1 Section 1. Every citizen of the UnitedStates who
Voters
2 iIs at least nineteen years of age, qualified to vote
3 under this article and not barred by any other provision
4 of law may vote in any state or local election. He
5 shall have been, immediately preceding the election, for
6 one year a resident of Alaska and for thirty days a
7 resident of the election district in which he seeks to
8 vote. He shall be able to read or speak the English
9 language as prescribed by law, unless prevented by
10 physical disability.
Disquali- 11 Section 2. No person may vote who has been con-
fications

12 victed of a felony involving moral turpitude unless his
13 civil rights have been restored. No person may vote who
14 has been judicially determined to be of unsound mind

15 unlless the disability has been removed.

Article No. 5
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Section 3. Methods of voting, including absentee
voting, shall be prescribed by law. Secrecy of voting
shall be preserved. The procedure for determining
election contests, with right of appeal to the courts,
shall be prescribed by law.

Section 4 . The legislature may provide a system
of permanent registration of voters,and may establish
voting precincts within election districts.

Section 5. General elections shall be held on the
second Tuesday in October of every even-numbered year,

but the month and day may be changed by law.
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BASKA CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION
RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as “part of
of the Alaska State Constitution;
PREAMBLE
We the people of Alaska, grateful to God and to those who founded
our nation and pioneered this great land, in order to secure and
transmit to succeeding generations our heritage of political, civil

and religious liberty, do ordain and establish this constitution

for the State of Alaska.

ARTICLE 1
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
Inherent 1 Section 1. This constitution is dedicated to the

Rights
2 principles that all persons have a natural right to

3 life, liberty, the pursuit of happiness;and the enjoy-
4 ment of the rewards of their own industry; that all

5 persons are equal and entitled to equal rights, oppor-
6 tunities and protection under the law; and that all

7 persons have corresponding obligations to the people

8 and to the State.

Source of 9 Section 2. All political power 1is inherent in
Government

10 the people. nrnfachmanl—derivp~ from thft consant. qf-the
*Hi VW~
governed and exiWs--solely Terr the tommon -good.-

X, Ak (L



Civil Rights 1 Section 3. No person is to be denied any civil or

2 political right because of race, color, creed, or
3 national origin. The legislature shall implement
4 this section.
Freedom of 5 Section 4. No law shall be made respecting an
Religion
6 establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
7 exercise thereof.
Freedom of 3 Section 5. Every person may freely speak, write,
Speech 9 and publish on all subjects, being responsible for the
10 abuse of that right.
Assembly; 11 Section 6. The right of the people peaceably to
12 assemble, and to petition the government shall never
13 be abridged.
Due Process 14 Section 7. No person shall be deprived of life,
15 liberty, or property, without due process of law. The
16 right of all persons to fair and just treatment in the
17 course of legislative and executive investigations
18  shall not be infringed.
Grand Jury 19 Section 8. No person shall be held to answer for

20 a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a

21 presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in

22 cases arising in the armed forces in time of war or

23 public danger. Indictment may be waived by the accused,
24 which case the prosecution shall be by information.

25 The grand jury consists of at least twelve citizens,
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a majority of whom concurring may return an indictment.
The power of grand juries to investigate and make recom-
mendations concerning the public welfare or safety

shall never be suspended.

Section 9. No person shall be put iIn jeopardy
twice for the same offense. No person shall be compelled
in any criminal proceeding to be a witness against
himself.

Section 10. Treason against the State consists
only i1n levying war against it, or in adhering to its
enemies, giving them aid and comfort. No person shall
be convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of two
witnesses to the same overt act, or on confession in
open court.

Section 11. In all criminal prosecutions the
accused#the right to a speedy and public trial, by
an impartial jury of twelve, except that the legislature
may provide for a jury of not more than twelve nor less
than six In courts not of record. The accused is entitled
to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusa-
tion; to be released on bail, except for capital
offenses when the proof is evident or the presumption
great; to be confronted with the witnesses against him;
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses 1iIn

his favor, and to have the assistance of counsel for

his defense.
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Section 12. Excessive bail shall not be required,
nor excessive fines iImposed, nor cruel and unusual
punishments inflicted. Penal administration shall be
based on the principle of reformation and the need for
protecting the public.

Section 13. The privilege of the writ of habeas
corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in cases of
rebellion or actual or imminent invasion, the public
safety requires it.

Section 14. The right of the people to be secure
in their persons, houses and other property, papers,
and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated. No warrants shall issue, but
upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation,
and particularly describing the place to be searched,
and the persons or things to be seized.

Section 15. No bill of attainder or ex post facto
law shall be passed. No law impairing the obligation
of contracts, and no law making any irrevocable grant
of special privileges or immunities shall be passed.

No conviction shall work corruption of blood or
forfeiture of estate.

Section 16 A well-regulated militia being neces-
sary to the security of a free state, the right of the

people to keep and bear arms shall not be infringed.
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Section No member of the armed forces shall
in time of peace be quartered iIn any house without the
consent of the owner or occupant, or in time of war
except as prescribed by law. The military shall be in
strict subordination to the civil power.

- Sodi>iQl In suits at common law, where the

In civil cases where the amount in controversy exceeds

two hundred fifty dollars, the right of trial by jury

Is preserved to the same extent as it existed at common

law. The legislature may make provision for a verdict

by not less than three-fourths of the jury, and in courts

not of record, may provide for a jury of not less than

e six or more than twelve.
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of absconding debtors.
Section £9'. Private property shall not be taken
or damaged for public use without just compensation.
Section 21. The enumeration of rights in this

constitution not impair or deny others retained
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Constitutional Convention
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA

RESOLVED, that the following agreed upon as
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part of the Alaska StateConstitution.
ARTICLE 11
THE LEGISLATURE

Section 1. The legislative power of the State 1is
vested in a legislature consisting of a senate with a
membership of twenty and a house of representatives with
a membership of forty.

Section 2. A member of the legislature shall be a
qualified voter who has been a resident of Alaska for at
least three years and of the district from which elected
for at least one year, immediately preceding his filing
for office. A senator shall be at least twenty-five
years of age and a representative at least twenty-one
years of age.

Section 3. Legislators elected at general elec-
tions. Their terms begin on the fourth Monday of the
January following election unless otherwise provided, by
law . The term of representatives two years,

of senators four years. One-half of the senators
shall be elected every two years.

Section 4. A vacancy in the legislature is filled



1 for the unexpired term as provided by law . If no pro-

2 vision is made, the governor fills the vacancy by appoint-

ment.
Disqual i fi- Section 5. No legislator may hold any other office or
position of profit under the United States or the State.
cations During the term for which elected and for one year there-

after, no legislator may be nominated, elected or appointed
to any other office or position of profit which has been
created, or the salary or emoluments of which have been
increased, while he was a member. This section shall not
prevent any person from seeking or holding the office of
governor, secretary of state or member of Congress. This

section shall not apply to employment by or election to a
constitutional convention.

o Section 6. Legislators may not be held to answer
Immunities
before any other tribunal for any statement made or-ee-
fraken .in the exercise of their legislative duties.
Members attending, going to or returning from legislative
sessions are not subject to civil process and are pri-
vileged from arrest except for felony or breach of the

peace.
Section 7. Legislators shall receive annual salaries.
Salary and
They may receive a per diem allowance for expenses while
Expenses
in session and are entitled to travel expenses going to
and from sessions. Presiding officers may receive addi-
tional compensation.
Section 8. The legislature shall convene each year
Regular

3 on the fourth Monday in January, but the month and day
Sessions

I may be changed by law.
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Section 9. Special sessions may be called by the
governor or by vote of two-thirds of the legislators.

The vote may be conducted by the legislative council or
as prescribed by law. At special sessions called by the
governor legislation is limited to subjects designhated in
his proclamation calling the session or to subjects pre-
sented by him. Special sessions are limited to thirty
days.

Section 10. Neither house may adjournor recess for
longer than three days unless the other concurs. IT the
two houses cannot agree on the time of adjournment and
either house certifies the disagreement to the governor,
he may adjourn the legislature.

Section 11. There shall be a legislative council

T he legislature may establish other interim committees.
The council and other interim committees may meet between
legislative sessions. They may perform duties and employ
personnel as provided by the legislature. Their members
may receive an allowance for expenses while performing
their duties.

Section 12. The houses of each legislature shall
adopt uniform rules of procedure. Each house may choose
its officers and employees. Each is the judge of the
election and qualifications of its members. Each shall

keep a journal of its proceedings. A majority
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of the membership of each house constitutes a quorum to
do business, but a smaller number may adjourn from day
to day and may compel attendance of absent members. The
legislature may regulate lobbying.

Section 13. Every bill shall be confined to one sub-
ject unless it is an appropriation bill or one codifying,
revising or rearranging existing laws. Bills for appro-
priations shall be confined to appropriations. The sub-
ject of each bill shall be expressed in the title. The
enacting clause shall be; 'Be it enacted by the Legisla-
ture of the State of Alaska.™

Section 14. The legislature shall establish the pro-
cedure for enactment of bills into law. No bill may be-
come law unless 1t has passed three readings iIn each
house on separate days, except that any bill may be ad-
vanced from second to third reading on the sane day by~
concurrence of three-fourths of the house considering it.
No bill may become law without an affirmative vote of a
majority of the membership of each house. The yeas and
nays on final passage shall be entered in the journal.

Section 15. The governor may veto bills passed by
the legislature. He may by veto strike or reduce items
in appropriation bills. He shall return any vetoed bill,

with a statement of his objections, to the house of origin.



Action Upon 1

Veto

Bills Not

Signed

Effective

Date

2

[oPINe) | H w

N

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

Section 16. Upon receipt of a veto message, the
legislature shall meet immediately in joint session and re-

consider passage of the vetoed bill or item.

Bills to raise revenue and appropriation bills or
items, although vetoed, become law by affirmative
vote of three-fourths of the membership of the
legislature.

len-ieiSEtEre. Other vetoed bills become law by affirmative
vote of two-thirds of the membership of the legislature.
The vote on reconsideration of a vetoed bill shall be en-
tered on the journals of both houses.

Section 17. A bill becomes law if, while the legis-
lature 1s in session, the governor neither signs nor vetoes
it within fifteen days, Sundays excepted, after its de-
livery to him. |If the legislature is not in session and
the governor neither signs nor vetoes a bill within twenty
days, Sundays excepted, after its delivery to him, the
bill becomes law.

Section 18. Laws passed by the legislature, except
general- appropriation acts do not become effective until
ninety days after adjournment of the session at which en-
acted. The legislature may, by concurrence of two-thirds
of the membership of each house, provide for an earlier

effective date in case of emergency. The &meqossdyn thestt.



Local or 1 Section 19. The legislature shall pass no local or
Special 2 special act if a general act can be made applicable.
Acts 3 Whether a general act can be made applicable shall be sub-
4 ject to judicial determination. Local acts necessitating
5 appropriations by a political subdivision may not become
6 effective unless approved by a majority of the qualified
7 voters voting thereon in the subdivision affected.
Impeachment 8 Section 20. All civil officers of the State are sub-
9 Jject to impeachment by the legislature. Impeachmentorigi-
10 nates in the senate and must be approved by a two-thirds
11 vote of its members. The motion for impeachment shall list
12 fully the basis for the proceeding. Trial on impeachment
13 is conducted by the house of representatives. A supreme
14 court justice designhated by the court presides at the
15 trial. Concurrence of two-thirds of the members of the
16 house is required for a judgment of impeachment. The
17 judgment may not extend beyond removal from office, but
18 shall not prevent proceedings iIn the courts on the same or
19 related charges.
Suits 20 Section 21. The legislature shall establish procedures
Against

the State 21 for suits against the State.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part of the
Alaska State Constitution:
ARTICLE 111

THE EXECUTIVE

Executive 1 Section 1. The executive power of the State is
Power
2 vested in the governor.
Qualifica- 3 Section 2. The governor shall be at least thirty-
tionsof
Governor ; 4 years of age and a qualified voter of the State. He
5 shall have been a resident of Alaska at least seven
6 years immediately preceding his filing for office,
7 and he shall have been a citizenof theUnited States
8 for at least seven years.
Election 9 Section 3. The governor is chosen by the qualified
10 voters of the State at a generalelection.The candi-
11 date receiving the greatest number of votes shall be
12 governor.
Term of 13 Section 4. The term of office of the governor is
Office

14 four years, beginning at noon on the Ffirst Monday in
15 December following his election and ending at noon on

16 the first Monday in December four years later.

Executive Article 111, Style and Drafting



Limit on 1 Section 5. No person who has been elected governor
Tenure

2 fTor two full successive terms shall be again eligible
3 to hold that office until one full term has intervened.
Dual Office 4 Section 6. The governor shall not hold any other
olding 5 office or position of profit under the United States,
6 the State or its political subdivisions.
Secretary 7 Section 7. There shall be a secretary of state.
of State:
Duties 8 He shall have the same qualifications as the governor
9 and serve for the same term. He shall perform such
10 duties as may be prescribed by law and as may be dele-
11 gated to him by the governor.
Election 12 Section 8. The secretary of state shall be nomi-
13 nated in the manner provided by law for nominating
14 candidates for other elective offices. In the general
15 election the votes cast for a candidate for governor
16 shall be considered as cast alsofor the candidate for
17 secretary of state running jointly with him. The
18 candidate whose name appears on the ballot jointly with
19 that of the successfulcandidate for governor elected
20 secretary of state.
Acting 21 Section 9. |In case of the temporary absenceo f
Governor
22 the governor from office, the secretary of state serve
23 as acting governor.
Succession; 24 Section 10. 1 n

Failure to
Qualify 25 case a g@gssume ofifaae-ferl any treasom,i ke person



disqualified, the secretary of ~tate elected with him succeed to

the office of governor. |If the governor-elect fails to assume office
for any other reason, the secretary of state elected with him shall
serve as acting governor and succeed to the office if the governor-
elect does not assume his office within six months of the beginning

of the term.

Vacancy 3 Section 11. In case of a vacancy in the office of
4 governor for any reason, the secretary of state shall
5 succeed to the office for the remainder of the term.
Absence 6 Section 12. Whenever for a period of six months,
7 a governor shall have been continuously absent from the
8 State or shall-have been unable to discharge the duties
9 of his office by reason of mental or physical disability,
10 the office shall be deemed vacant. The procedure for
11  determining xxxxxxxxxx absence and disability shall be
12 prescribed by law.
gﬂgggggion 13 Section 13. If for any reason the secretary of
Section 13. Provision shall be made by law for succession to

the office of governor in the event that the secretary of state is
unable to succeed to the office. Provision shall also be made for
a person to serve as acting governor in the event that the secretary
of state is unable to act as governor. No election of a secretary

of state shall be held except at the time of electij-. a governor.

2U  gff+csm? succeeds to the office of governor, he shall
21 have the title, powers, duties and emoluments of that

22 office.

Egmpensa— 23 Section 15. The compensation of the governor and
ion

24 the secretary of state shall be prescribed by law and

25 shall not be diminished during their term of office,
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unless by general law applying to all salaried officers
of the State.
shall be

Section 16. The governor is responsible for the
faithful execution of the laws. He may, by appropriate
court action or proceeding brought in the name of the
State, enforce compliance with any constitutional or
legislative mandate, or restrain violation of any
constitutional or legislative power, duty or right by
any officer, department or agency of the State or any
of its political subdivisions. This authority shall
not be construed to authorize any action or proceeding
against the legislature.

Section 17. Whenever the governor considers it in
the public interest, he may convene the legislature,
either house, or the two houses iIn joint session.

Section 18. The governor shall, at the beginning
of each session, and may at other times, give the legis-
lature information concerning the affairs of the State
and recommend the measures he considers necessary.

Section 19. The governor is commander-in-chief
of the armed forces of the State. He may call out these
forces to execute the laws, suppress or prevent insur-
rection or lawless violence, or repel invasion. The
governor, as provided by law, shall nominate and appoint

all general and flag officers of the armed forces of
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the State, subject to confirmation by a majority of
the members of the legislature In joint session. He
shall appoint and commission all other officers.

Section 20. The governor may proclaim martial
law when the public safety requires it iIn case of
rebellion or actual or Imminent invasion. Martial
law shall not continue for longer than 20 days without
the approval of a majority of the members of the legis-
lature iIn joint session.

Section 21. Subject to procedure prescribed by
law, the governor may grant pardons, commutations and
reprieves, and may suspend and remit fines and for-
feitures. This power shall not extend to impeachment.
A parole system shall be provided by law.

Section 22. All executive and administrative
offices, departments, and agencies of the state govern-
ment and their respective functions, powers and duties
shall be allocated by law among and within not more
than twenty principal departments, so as to group them
as far as practicable according to major purposes.
Regulatory, quasi-judicial and temporary agencies may
be established by law and need not be allocated within
a principal department.

Section 23. The governor may make changes in the

organization of the executive branch or in the
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assignment of functions among its units which he con-
siders necessary for efficient administration. Where
these changes require the force of law, they shall be

set forth iIn executive orders

mfl The legislature shall have sixty days of a re- f
ilar session, or a full session If of shorter
duration, to disapprove these executive orders.

Unless disapproved by resolution concurred n

by a majority of the members in joint session,
these orders become effective at a date there -

after to be designated by the governor.

Section 24. Each principal department shall be
under the supervision of the governor.

Section 25. The head of each principal department
shall be a single executive unless otherwise provided
by law. He shall be appointed by the
governor, subject to confirmation by a majority of the
members of the legislature in joint session, and shall
serve at the pleasure of the governor, except as other-
wise provided in this article with respect to the
secretary of state. The heads of all principal
departments shall be citizens of the United States.

Section 26. When a board or commission is at
the head of a principal department or a regulatory or
quasi-judicial agency, its members shall be

appointed by the governor, subject to confirmation
by a majority of the members of the legislature Iin

joint session, and may be removed as provided by law.



Recess 5
Appointments

They shall be citizens of the United States. The board
or commission may appoint a principal executive officer
when authorized by law, but the appointment shall be
subject to the approval of the governor.

Section 27. The governor may make appointments
to Fill vacancies occurring during a recess of the
legislature in offices requiring confirmation by the
legislature. The duration of such appointments shall

be prescribed by law.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA
COMMITTEE PROPOSAL NO. 2
Introduced by Committee on Judiciary Branch
RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon
as part or the Alaska State Constitution:
Article [V
THE JUDICIARY
Judicial 1 Section 1. The judicial power of the State
Power and
Jurisdiction iIs vested in a Supreme Court, a Superior Court,
% and courts established by law. The jurisdiction
of courts shall be prescribed by lav. The courts
1 constitute a unified judicial system for opera-
6 tion and administration. Judicial districts shall
7 be established by law.
Supreme 8 Section 2. The Supreme Cburt is the highest
court 9 court of the State, with final appellate jurisdic-
10 tiona consists of three justices, one of
11 whom is Chief justice. The number of justices
12 may be increased by law upon the request of the
13 Supreme Court.
Superior 14 Section 3. The Superior fourt is the trial
Court

15 court of general jurisdiction and consists of

Committee Proposal/2 - Enrolled/Style and Drafting



1
2

Qualifications 3

of Justices
and Judges

Nomination
and
Appointment

Approval or
Rejection

Vacancy

4
5
6

\l

o

10
11
12

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

five judges. The number of judges may be changed
by law.

Section 4. Supreme Court justices and
S uperior Court judges shall be citizens of the
United States and of the State, licensed to
practice law in the State, and possessing any
additional qualifications prescribed by law.
Judges of other courts shall be selected in a
manner, for terms, and with qualifications pres-
cribed by law.

Section 5. The governor shall fill any
vacancy in an office of Supreme Court Justice or
Superior Court Judge by appointing one of two or
more persons nominated by the Judicial Council.

Section 6. Each Supreme Court Justice and
Superior Court Judge shall be subject to approval
or rejection on a nonpartisan ballot at the first
general election held more than three years
after his appointment. Thereafter each Supreme
Court Justice shall be subject to approval or
rejection iIn a like manner every tenth year and
each Superior Court Judge every sixth year.

Section 7. The office of any Supreme Court
J ustice or Superior Court Judge becomes vacant

ninety days after the election at which he is
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Additional
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rejected by a majority vae or for which he fails
to file his declaration of candidacy to succeed
himself.

Section 8. The Judicial Council consists of
seven members. Three attorney members shall be
appointed for six-year terms by the governing body
of the organized state bar. Three non-attorney
members shall be appointed for six-year terms by
the governor subject to confirmation by a majority
of the members of the legislature iIn joint session.
Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term
in like manner. Appointments shall be made with
due consideration to area representation and with-
out regard, to political affiliation. The Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court is ex-officio the
seventh member and chairman of the judicial
Council. No member of the Judicial Council, ex-
cept the Chief justice, may hold any other office
or position of profit under the United States or
the State. The Judicial Council shall( by
concurrence of four or more members according to
rules which it adopts.

Section 9. The Judicial Council shall con-
duct studies for improvement of the administration

of justice and make reports and recommendations
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to the Supreme Court and to the Legislature at
intervals of not more than two years. The
Judicial Council shall perform other duties

assigned by law.

Section 10. Whenever the >Judicial Council
certifies to the Governor that a Supreme court
justice appears to be so incapacitated as sub-

stantially to prevent him from performing his
judicial duties, the governor shall appoint a
board of three persons to inquire iInto the
circumstances and may on the board’s recommenda-
tion retire the justice. Whenever a judge of
another court appears to be so incapacitated as
substantially to prevent him from performing
his judicial duties, the judicial Council shall
recommend, to the Supreme Court that the judge
be placed under early retirement. After notice
and hearing, the Supreme Court by majority vote
of i1ts members may retire the judge.

Section 11. Justices and judges shall be
retired at the age of seventy except as provided
in this article. The basis and amount of
retirement pay shall be prescribed by law. Re-
tired judges shall render no further service on
the bench except for special assignments as
provided by court rule.

4 .



Impeachment 1 Section 12. Impeachment of any justice or

2 judge for malfeasance or misfeasance in the
3 performance of his official duties shall be
4 according to procedure prescribed for civil
5 officers.

Compensation 6 Section 13. Justices, judges, and members
of the Judicial Council shall receive compensa-
tion prescribed by law. Compensation of

9 justices and judges shall not be diminished

10 during their terms of office, unless by general
11 law applying to all salaried officers of the

12 State.

Restrictions 13 Section 14. Supreme court justices and
14 Superior court judges while holding office may
15 not practice law, hold office iIn a political
16 party, or hold any office or position of profit
17 under the United States, the State or its
18 political subdivisions. Any supreme court
19 justice or s uperior court judge filing for
20 elective public office forfeits his judicial
21 position.

Rule- 22 Section 15. The Supreme Oourt shall make

making

Power 23 and promulgate rules governing the administra-

24 tion of all courts. It shall make and promulgate

25 rules governing practice and procedure in civil

- 5 -



1 and criminal cases in all courts, whrch rules

2 may be changed by the legislature by two-thirds

3 vote of the members elected to each house.
Court 4 Section 16. The Chief Justice of the Supreme
Administra-
tion 5 Court shall be the administrative head of all

6 courts. He may assign judges from one court or

7 division thereof to another for temporary service.

B The Chief justice shall, with the approval of

9 the Supreme Court, appoint an administrative

10 director to serve at his pleasure and to super-

11 vise the administrative operations of the judicial

12  system.
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CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA
RESOLVED, that the Ffollowing b e

agreed upon as part of the Alaska State Constitution
ARTICLE VI

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT

Election 1 Section 1. Members of the house of representatives
Districts
2 are elected by the qualified voters of the respective
3 election districts. Until reapportionment, election
4 districts and the number of representatives to be elec-
5 ted from each district shall be as set forth in Section
6 I of Article XV.
Senate 7 Section 2. Members of the senate are elected by
Districts
8 the qualified voters of the respective senate districts.
9 Senate districts shall be as set forth in Section 1 of
10 Article XV, subject to changes authorized in this article.
Reapportion- 11 Section 3. The governor shall reapportion the
ment of
House 12 house of representatives immediately following the offi-

13 cial reporting of each decennial census of the United
14 States. Reapportionment shall be based upon civilian

15 population within each election district as reported by

16 the census.

Style and Drafting/Article VI -1-
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Section 4. Reapportionment shall be by the method
of equal proportions, except that each election district
having the major fraction of the quotient, obtained by
dividing total civilian population by forty, shall have
one representative.

Section 5. Should the total civilian population
within any election district fall below one-half of the
quotient, the district shall be attached to an election
district within its senate district and the reapportion-
ment For the new district shall be determined as provided
in this article.

Section 6. The governor may further redistrict by

changing the size and area of election districts, subject
to the limitations of this section. Each new district

so created shall be formed of contiguous and compact
territory containing as nearly as practicable a relative-
ly integrated socio-economic area. Each shall contain

a population at least equal to the quotient obtained by
dividing the total civilian population by forty. Consid-
eration may be given to local government boundaries.
Drainage and other geographic features shall be used 1in
describing boundaries wherever possible.

Section 7. The Southeastern, Southcentral, Central
and Northwestern senate districts, described iIn Section 2

of Article XV, may be modified to reflect changes in
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election districts. A district, although modified, shall
retain its total number of senators and i1ts approximate
perimeter.

Section 8. The governor shall appoint a reappor-
tionment board to act in an advisory capacity to him.

It shall consist of five members, none of whom may be
public employees or officials. At least one member each
shall be appointed from the Southeastern, Southcentral,
Central and Northwestern Senate districts. Appointments
shall be made without regard to political affiliation.
Board members shall be compensated.

Section 9. The board shall elect one of its members
chairman and may employ temporary assistants. Concurr-
ence of three members 1is required for a ruling or deter-
mination, but a lesser number may conduct hearings or

otherwise act for the board. Deliberation and decision

of the board shall be free from political considerations.

Section 10. Within ninety days following the
official reporting of each decennial census, the board
shall submit to the governor a plan for reapportionment
and redisricting as provided in this article. Within
ninety days after receipt of the plan, the governor shall
issue a proclamation of reapportionment and redistrict-
ing. An accompanying statement shall explain any change

from the plan of the board. The reapportionment and re-

-3-
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districting shall be effective for the election of mem-
bers of the legislature until after the official report-
ing of the next decennial census.

Section 11. Any qualified voter may apply to the
superior court to compel the governor, by mandamus or
otherwise, to perform his reapportionment duties or to
correct any error in redistricting or reapportionment.

Application to compel the governor to perform his re-

apportionment duties must be filed within thirty

days of the expiration of either of the two ninetv-

day periods specified in this article. Application to
compel correction of any error iIn redistricting or reap-
portionment must be filed within thirty days following
the proclamation. Original jurisdiction in these matters
is hereby vested iIn the superior court. On appeal, the
cause shall be reviewed by the supreme court upon the

law and the facts.

Section 12. At the first state general electio”®
one senator shall be chosen for a two-year term from each
of the following senate districts, described in Section
2 of Article Xv; A, B, C,D, E, G, I, J, L, N, AND O.

At the same election one senator shall be chosen for a
four-year term from each of the following senate dis-

tricts, described in Section 2 of Article XvV; A, C, E,
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F, H, J, K, M, N, and P. If the first state general
election is held in an odd-numbered year, the terms
set forth in this section shall be increased by one year.

Section 13. If the first state general election
is held in an odd-numbered year, the term of members
chosen for the house of representatives at this election
shall be three years.

Section 14. The Tfirst reapportionment of the house
of representatives shall be made immediately following
the official reporting of the 1960 decennial census, or
after the first regular legislative session if the
session occurs thereafter, notwithstanding the provision
as to time 1in Section 3 of Article VI. All other pro-
visions of Article VI shall apply in the first reappor-

tionment.
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Constitutional Convention
Style & Drafting/Article VI
January 27,1956

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part

Election 1
Districts
2
3
4
5
6
Senate 7
Districts
8
9
10
Reapportion- -: .
ment of
House 12
13
14
15
16

of the Alaska State Constitution,
ARTICLE VI

LEGISLATIVE APPORTIONMENT

Section 1. Members of the house of representatives
are "elected by the qualified voters of the respective
election districts. Until reapportionment, election
districts and the number of representatives to be elec-
ted from each district shall be as set forth in Section
2 of Article X \Y%

Section 2. Members of the senate are elected by
the qualified voters of the respective senate districts.
Senate districts shall be as setforth in Section 2 of
Article XV subject to changes authorized in this article.

Section 3. The governor shall reapportion the
house of representatives immediately following the offi-
cial reporting of each decennial census of the United
States. Reapportionment shall be based upon civilian

population within each election district as reported by

the census.

Style and Drafting/Article VT
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Section 4. Reapportionment shall be by the method
of equal proportions, except that each election district
having the major fraction of the quotient obtained by
dividing total civilian population by forty shall have
one representative.

Section 5. Should the total civilian population
within any election district fall below one-half of the
quotient, the district shall be attached to an election
district within its senate district™and the reapportion-
ment for the new district shall be determined as provided
in this article.

Section 6. The governor may further redistrict by
changing the size and area of election districts, subject
to the limitations of this section. Each new district
so created shall be formed of contiguous and compact
territory containing as nearly as practicable a relative-
ly integrated socio-economic area. Each shall contain
a population at least equal to the quotient obtained by
dividing the total civilian population by forty. Consid-
eration may be given to local government boundaries.
Drainage and other geographic features shall be used in
describing boundaries wherever possible.

Section 7* The »outJheaSbaruiT"Settt+tcen.tral, Centrfi-1

senate districts, described iIn Section 2

25 of Article XV may be modified to reflect changes in
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election districts. A district, although modified, shall
retain its total number of senators and its approximate
perimeter.

Section 8. The governor shall appoint a reappor-
tionment board to act in an advisory capacity to him.

It shall consist of five members, none of whom may be
public employees or officials. At least one member each
shall be appointed from the Southeastern, Southcentral,
Central and Northwestern Senate districts. Appointments
shall be made without regard to political affiliation.
Board members shall be compensated.

Section 9. The board shall elect one of its members
chairman and may employ temporary assistants. Concurr -
ence of three members is required for a ruling or deter-
mination, but a lesser number may conduct hearings or
otherwise act for the board. Deliberation
and decision of the board shall be free from political considerations.

Section 10. Within ninety days following the
official reporting of each decennial census, the board
shall submit to the governor a plan for reapportionment
and redistricting as provided in this article. Within
ninety days after receipt of the plan, the governor shall
issue a proclamation of reapportionment and redistrict-
ing. An accompanying statement shall explain any change

from the plan of the board. The reapportionment and re-



Enforcement

N B

(o> 20 B N OV

\l

(@ o]

10
11
12
13
14

15
16

17

districting shall be effective for the election of mem-
bers of the legislature until after the official report-
ing of the next decennial census.

Section 11. Any qualified voter may apply to the
superior court to compel the governor, by mandamus or
otherwise, to perform his reapportionment duties or to
correct any error in redistricting or reapportionment.

Application to compel the governor to perform his re-

apportionment duties must be filed within thirty

days of the expiration of either of the two ninetv-

day periods specified in this article. Application to
compel correction of any error in redistricting or reap-
portionment must be filed within thirty days following
the proclamation. Original jurisdiction in these matters
iIs hereby vested in the superior court. On appeal, the
cause shall be reviewed by the supreme court upon the

law and the Tfacts.
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STYLE AND DRAFTING

Constitutional Convention
Article VII

Style and Drafting
January 25, 1950

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF ALASKA

RESOLVED, that the following be agreed upon as part of

the Alaska State Constitution
ARTICLE VII
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE
Section 1. The legislature shall by general law
establish and maintain a system of public schools open
to all children of the State and may provide for other
public educational institutions. Schools and institu-
tions so established shall be free from sectarian
control. No money shall be paid from public funds for
the direct benefit of any religious or other private
educational institution.
Section 2. The legislature shall provide for the

promotion and protection of public health.

Section 3. The State may provide for public welfare

for persons unable to maintain a standard

of
living compatible with heath and human dignity.

Style and Drafting/Artic