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Senator Bert Stedman, Chair
Senator Cathy G essel, Vice Chair
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Senator Bill Stoltze

Senator Johnny Ellis

VEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BI LL NO 18
"An Act exenpting a health care sharing mnistry fromregulation
as an insurer.”

- MOVED SB 18 QUT OF COW TTEE

SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR SENATE BILL NO 1

“"An Act prohibiting snoking in certain places; relating to
education on the snoking prohibition; and providing for an
effective date."

- MOVED CSSSSB 1 (HSS) OUT OF COWM TTEE
PREVI OUS COWM TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: SB 18

SHORT TITLE: HEALTH CARE SHARE M NI STRY NOT | NSURANCE
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) COGHI LL

01/ 21/ 15 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 16/ 15

01/ 21/ 15 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 15 (S) HSS, L&C

02/ 18/ 15 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
02/ 18/ 15 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 18/ 15 (S) M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 11/ 15 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
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BILL: SB 1
SHORT TITLE: REGULATI ON OF SMOKI NG
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) M CCl CHE

01/ 21/ 15 (S) PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 9/ 15

01/ 21/ 15 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

01/ 21/ 15 (S) HSS, STA, FIN

01/ 30/ 15 (S) SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE | NTRODUCED- REFERRAL S
01/ 30/ 15 (S) HSS, STA, FIN

02/ 11/ 15 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

02/ 11/ 15 (S) Heard & Hel d

02/ 11/ 15 (S) M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 11/ 15 (S) HSS AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR PETER M CCI CHE

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska,

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of SB 1.

CHUCK KOPP, Staff

Senator Peter M cciche

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Expl ai ned changes in Version | of SB 1.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

1:31:18 PM

CHAI R BERT STEDMAN called the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Committee neeting to order at 1:31 p.m Present at the
call to order were Senators Ellis, Stoltz, Kelly, Gessel, and
Chair Stedman.

SB 18- HEALTH CARE SHARE M NI STRY NOT | NSURANCE

1:31:53 PM

CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consideration of SB 18. He rel ated
that the bill was previously heard by the commttee and there
was public testinony. The bill defines what health care sharing
mnistries are - faith-based non-profits with participants who
share in nedical expenses accordingly to their religious beliefs
and who provide and share in contributions to financial and
nmedi cal needs of nenbers. Such entities should be exenpt from
regul ation as insurance. There are no promses to pay a certain
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anount, assunption of risk, or having to make paynment as an
i nsurance industry.

CHAI R STEDVMAN asked if there were any questions for the bil
sponsor. Seeing none, he requested a notion.

1:32: 55 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL noved to report SB 18, version H, from conmttee
wi th individual recomendations and attached zero fiscal note
There being no objection, the notion carri ed.

SB 1- REGULATI ON OF SMOKI NG

1: 33: 24 PM
CHAI R STEDMAN announced the consideration of SB 1. He said it is
the second hearing of the bill and there has been public

testinony. He noted there is a new committee substitute (CS)
before the conmttee.

SENATOR KELLY noved to adopt CS for SSSB 1, |abeled 29-LS0003\I,
as the working docunent.

CHAI R STEDVAN obj ected for di scussion purposes.

SENATOR PETER M CClI CHE, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of SB

1, thanked the conmittee for hearing the bill. He said he
remai ns supportive of the bill because it recognizes the very
adverse effects of secondhand snoke, especially on Al aska's
wor kers. He suggested that the bill would evolve throughout the
bill process.

CHUCK  KOPP, Staff, Senator Peter Mcciche, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, explained changes in Version | of SB 1. He said the
first change is on page 3, line 24, where the definition of
prohi bition of snoking was anended to allow a snoking area at
Al aska International Airport System airports for in-transit
passengers.

The second change is on page 4, line 5 and anends the
definitions of marine vessels used as a place of enploynent to
al so include any vessels engaged in comrercial or sport charter
fishing.

The third change is on page 4, line 6, and deletes the exenption
for "private club". The sponsor was unable to find any specific
private club that net the paraneters of the exact definition in
the bill.
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The fourth change on page 4, line 8, was recommended by the
Senate Health and Social Services Standing Conmttee. It deletes
"may" and inserts "shall"™ as it applies to requiring the
conm ssioner to adopt regulations authorizing snoking in a
st and- al one shelter.

The fifth change is on page 5, lines 24-26, and anmends the non-
retaliation section to renove the reference to applicants and
limts the applicability of this section to enpl oyees.

The last change is on page 6, line 29, and deletes all of the
references to citations and fines from peace officers because
they are found el sewhere in the bill, and it renoves the heavy-

handed approach to have officers wite tickets.

1: 39: 56 PM
CHAIR STEDVMAN renoved his objection. Seeing no further
obj ection, version | was adopted.

SENATOR STOLTZE said he has many concerns about the bill, but
will deal with themin the next commttee.

CHAI R STEDVAN said the bill goes to State Affairs next.

1:41:05 PM

SENATOR G ESSEL noved to report CSSSSB 1(HSS) from conmittee
wi th individual recomendations and attached fiscal notes. There
bei ng no objection, the notion carri ed.

1:42: 08 PM

There being nothing further to come before the commttee,
Chair Stedman adjourned the Senate Health and Social Services
Standing Commttee at 1:42 p.m
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