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April 2, 2015
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VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Paul Seaton, Chair
Represent ati ve Neal Foster
Representative Geran Tarr
Represent ati ve Adam Wol

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Liz Vazquez, Vice Chair
Representative Louise Stutes
Representative David Tal erico

COW TTEE CALENDAR

SPONSOR SUBSTI TUE FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 27

"An Act relating to the duties of the Departnment of Health and
Social Services; relating to hearings on and plans for permanent
placenent of a child in need of aid; relating to school
pl acement and transportation for children in foster care;
relating to foster <care transition programs; relating to
energency and tenporary placenent of a child in need of aid;
relating to the confidentiality of information regarding child
protection; and anending Rule 17.2, Alaska Child in Need of Ad
Rul es of Procedure.”

- MOVED SSHB 27 OUT OF COW TTEE
HOUSE BI LL NO. 40
"An Act relating to the use of electronic cigarettes; and
providing for an effective date."
- MOVED CSHB 40(HSS) OQUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 27

SHORT TITLE: DHSS DUTI ES; Cl NA; FOSTER CARE; ADOPTI ON
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GARA

01/ 21/ 15 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/9/ 15
01/ 21/ 15 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
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01/ 21/ 15 (H) HSS, JUD

02/ 11/ 15 (H) SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE | NTRODUCED
02/ 11/ 15 (H READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 11/ 15 (H) HSS, JUD

02/ 12/ 15 (H HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106
02/ 12/ 15 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 12/ 15 (H) M NUTE( HSS)

02/ 24/ 15 (H HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106
02/ 24/ 15 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 24/ 15 (H) M NUTE( HSS)

04/ 02/ 15 (H) HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106
BILL: HB 40

SHORT TITLE: USE OF ELECTRONI C Cl GARETTES AS SMXXI NG
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) HERRON

01/ 21/ 15 (H PREFI LE RELEASED 1/ 9/ 15

01/ 21/ 15 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
01/ 21/ 15 (H) HSS, JUD

03/ 10/ 15 (H) HSS AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 10/ 15 (H) Heard & Hel d

03/ 10/ 15 (H M NUTE( HSS)

03/ 12/ 15 (H) HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 12/ 15 (H) Heard & Hel d

03/ 12/ 15 (H M NUTE( HSS)

04/ 02/ 15 (H) HSS AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: As prinme sponsor, answered questions
regardi ng HB 27.

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: As prime sponsor, answered questions
regardi ng HB 40.

SHEB GARFI ELD
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HB 40.

CLAUDI A EAVES
Caf é de Vapor
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Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in oppositi

BENJAM N NGUYEN, Co- owner

Cl oud 49

Eagl e River, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in oppositi

AVANDA LENHARD
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

LUAN JENSEN
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

BEVERLY LARSON
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

MARGE STONEKI NG, Executive Director
Anmerican Lung Association in Al aska
Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

MARGEAUX BAI LEY
Anchor age, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

GRACE GOODYEAR
Anchor age, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

OCTAVI A HARRI S
Fai r banks, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

ASHLEE FI TCH
Fai r banks, Al aska
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

MELI SSA MUDD
Pal mer, Al aska
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support

BECKY STOPPA
Wasill a, Al aska
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PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 40.
BETTY MACTAVI SH

Kodi ak, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 40.
ACTI ON NARRATI VE

3:08:39 PM

CHAI R PAUL SEATON called the House Health and Social Services
St andi ng Committee neet i ng to or der at 3:08 p. m
Representati ves Seaton, Wol, Tarr, and Foster were present at
the call to order.

HB 27- DHSS DUTI ES; Cl NA; FOSTER CARE; ADCPTI ON

3:09:01 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the first order of business would be
SPONSOR SUBSTI TUTE FOR HOUSE BILL NO 27, "An Act relating to
the duties of the Departnent of Health and Social Services;
relating to hearings on and plans for permanent placenment of a
child in need of aid; relating to school placenment and
transportation for children in foster care; relating to foster
care transition prograns; relating to enmergency and tenporary
placenent of a <child in need of aid; relating to the
confidentiality of information regarding child protection; and
anending Rule 17.2, Alaska Child in Need of A d Rules of
Procedure.” He clarified that public testinmony was still open.

3:09: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, Alaska State Legislature, offered to
answer any questions as prine sponsor and provide information.

CHAI R SEATON referenced public testinmony from a prior neeting,
and relayed that the purpose of the proposed bill was to have
this in statute, as it would give nore inpetus for it all to be
addressed. He pointed out that there was a zero fiscal note.
3:11: 22 PM

CHAI R SEATON cl osed public testinony after ascertaining no one
w shed to testify.

3:11: 33 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noved to report SSHB 27, Version 29-
LSO0176\P, dover, 2/9/15, out of <commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconmpanying zero fiscal note. Ther e
bei ng no objection, SSHB 27 was noved from the House Health and
Soci al Services Standing Conm tt ee.

HB 40- USE OF ELECTRONI C Cl GARETTES AS SMOKI NG

3:12:26 PM

CHAI R SEATON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 40, "An Act relating to the use of electronic
cigarettes; and providing for an effective date.” [In front of
the commttee was CSHB 40, |abeled 29-LS0232\W Martin, 3/7/15
whi ch had been adopted as the work draft.]

3:12: 53 PM

REPRESENTATI VE BOB HERRON, Al aska State Legislature, explained
that the proposed bill would classify e-cigarettes simlar to
cigars and cigarettes for use in enclosed environnents. He
noted that the proposed bill only addressed the issue of second
hand aerosol, and directed attention to an advertisement which
decl ared, "no snoke, no ash, no snell.” He pointed out that,
until technology allowed that the second hand aerosol to be

captured so as to not affect others in enclosed environnments,
the legislation was necessary to classify e-cigarettes wth
ot her snoke products.

CHAI R SEATON clarified that it was illegal in Alaska to sell or
give nicotine delivery devices to mnors, wthout a doctor's
prescription or parental perm ssion, no matter whether it was in
a snoking or non-snoking form

3:15:13 PM

CHAI R SEATON opened public testinony.

3:15: 27 PM

SHEB GARFI ELD said that he was representing hinself, although he
did nmanage a vape shop in Anchorage. He stated that the
proposed bill was backed by several groups, including the Al aska

Tobacco Control Alliance, the Al aska Tobacco Quit Line, and the
Department of Health and Social Services. He declared that he
had often been in opposition to these groups. He had been snoke
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free for 14 nonths. Wile other nethods of quitting snoking had
not been successful for him vaping had allowed himto cut his
nicotine intake and break his hand to nouth routine. He offered
his belief that the results shared by these organizations were
not peer reviewed studies, but nerely results chosen to show a
benefit, and he offered an exanple of recent fornal dehyde and
particle studies. He stated that all of these studies show
there was not any evidence to back up the opposition theories.
He shared that nost of the argunents agai nst vapi ng were opinion
pi eces or junk science. He reported that these aforenentioned
groups were also using scare tactics. He stated that the usage
of any product would have a certain anount of exposure to teens
and children. He stated that kids do try things, "it's what
kids do, they try to get things they're not supposed to have."
He declared that it had nothing to do with marketing toward
children or teens. He decried that vaping was not a gateway to
snoking, offering as an exanple that nmarijuana had also been
declared to be a gateway drug. He allowed that, although
ni cotine was deadly in |arge doses, it had never been classified
as a carcinogen. He reported that it was no nore addictive than
caffeine, chocolate, or sex, noting that there was not a
novenent to ban any of these.

3:19: 42 PM
REPRESENTATI VE TARR pointed out that the |egislation was not
supporting a ban, but rather proposing limtations on the

| ocations for use. She asked whether this changed his opinion.

MR. GARFIELD said that it did not change his opinion, pointing

out that any Ilimtation for testing out the flavors and
equi pnent in a vape shop woul d di scourage people from nmaking the
change from tobacco products. He stated that people wanted an

easy way to quit snoking.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL asked whet her people cane into the shop who
enj oyed vaping as well as snoking cigarettes.

MR. GARFIELD said that he did have sone friends who partake in
both, and he pointed out that their cigarette consunption had
dropped dramati cal ly. He stated that there was not any snoking
in his store.

REPRESENTATI VE WOOL poi nted out that the proposed bill was not a
ban, but was only neking enforcenent simlar to cigarette |aws.
He asked whether it would be okay for people to vape on an
ai rpl ane.
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MR. GARFIELD replied that an airplane was a closed environnent
which was recycling the sanme air, and that the (FAA) Federal
Avi ation Adm ni stration had al ready banned this.

3:22:30 PM

CLAUDI A EAVES, Café de Vapor, stated that she was the part owner
of several vapor stores in Washington, |daho, and Al aska. She
relayed that she had invested in these businesses because her
son used to snoke a pack of cigarettes a day and he used chew ng
t obacco, for nore than 20 years. She reported that his attenpts
to quit by other neans had not worked but that vaping had
allowed himto quit snoking. She said that this had |lead himto
open a vaping store in Boise, Ildaho, and that when he had
subsequent |y suggested that she open a vapor store in Anchorage,
she had agreed as she had been so inpressed with how vapi ng had
allowed himto quit tobacco products. She decl ared that vaping
wor ked, and she shared that many of her custoners had expressed
their gratitude to her. She stated that vaping wll save
countless lives, while cigarettes will continue to kill. She
asked the commttee to not nake it difficult to vape for those
peopl e who wanted to quit tobacco. She pointed out that making
it difficult for people to sanple the product would often |ead
to a return to tobacco use.

REPRESENTATI VE TARR asked whet her she would be confortable wth
a prohibition on indoor use of e-cigarettes, other than an
exception for the vaping store to allow testing of the product.

M5. EAVES acknow edged the concern for use in restaurants but
she expressed her concern that a custoner was not allowed to
sanple the different products. She declared that this could
lead to an attitude by the custoner that it was too nuch trouble
and the person would go back to the use of cigarettes. She
suggested that people be allowed to continue to sanple in a
vapor store.

3:25:31 PM

BENJAM N NGUYEN, Co-owner, Coud 49, stated his opposition to HB
40, expressing his belief that the proposed bill was premature,
as it would dimnish the hard work and energy that had gone into
opposition to proposed SB 1. He said that including the
definition of electronic cigarettes wi th snoking would underm ne
the efforts to hel p people quit snoking.
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3:28: 00 PM

AVMANDA LENHARD said that she was testifying for herself, and
that she was aware of the toxins in second hand snoke from both
e-cigarettes and conventional cigarettes. It was inportant to
protect the vulnerable population, including pregnant wonen,
children, elders and asthma sufferers. She declared that, as
the aerosol, wultrafine particles, volatile organic conmpounds,
and other toxins present in e-cigarette second hand snoke were
just as dangerous as chemcals from conventional cigarettes,
they should al so be included [in the sane enforcenent].

3:29: 08 PM

LUAN JENSEN said that she was testifying on behalf of herself
and her children. She directed attention to a study by Johns
Hopki ns which had recently reported that exposure to e-cigarette
vapor resulted in the decreased ability to withstand bacterial
and viral infections in mce. She acknow edged that, although
the study was on mce, this was the precursor to all |aboratory
st udi es. She offered to forward a copy of the study to the
House Health and Social Services Standing Commttee.

3:30: 30 PM

BEVERLY LARSON said that she was a high school freshman wth
asthma and was testifying for herself. She said that, as an
asthmatic, it was unfair to have to breathe in chem cals which
could trigger an asthma attack, which nmade athletics even nore
difficult. She declared that she did not want to breathe in
benzene, formal dehyde, nicotine, or other harnful chemcals
which were part of second hand snoke. She asked that others
make the decision only for thenselves to breathe these
chemcals, and do it at their own risk. She testified in
support of HB 40.

3:31:46 PM

MARGE STONEKI NG Executive Director, American Lung Association
in Alaska, declared that she was in support of HB 40. She
acknow edged that although it was not the ultimte protection,
adding e-cigarettes to the existing state snmoking |aws was an
i mportant opportunity for public discourse about the contents

and heal th harns. She stated that there was not any evidence
that showed the aerosol emtted by e-cigarettes was safe for
non-users to inhale. She reported that studies had found

f or mal dehyde, benzene, and tobacco nitrosam nes were carci nogens
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emtted from the e-cigarette. She said that the use of e-
cigarettes in public and work places could conplicate efforts to

enforce and conply with snoke free | aws. She shared that the
American Lung Association supported inclusion of e-cigarettes
under snoke free laws for the protection of non-users. She

declared that the nicotine content was potentially harnful for
chil dren, pregnant wonen, people with heart or |ung disease, and
the elderly. She said that the bystanders inhaling second hand
aerosol had the sanme anobunt of nicotine in their systens as
byst anders of second hand snoke. She stated that there was no
difference for the nicotine, even with the cloudless aerosol
She stated support for HB 40.

3:34: 03 PM

MARCGEAUX BAILEY said that she was a student at East Anchorage
H gh School and that she was representing herself. She
expressed her concern for the use of e-cigarettes or vapor by
youth, as it was difficult to find a student who had not tried
e-cigarettes. Most people were under the assunption that these

were conpletely safe. She declared that nmany studies showed
that there were trace levels of nicotine in cartridges that were
| abelled as nicotine free. She expressed concern for future

ni coti ne addiction and an i ncrease of cigarette use.
3:35: 30 PM

GRACE (GOODYEAR shared that she was a freshman at East High
School and was representing herself. She expressed her concern
for the e-cigarette snokers and the bystanders surroundi ng them
She declared that the small traces of nicotine in e-cigarettes
could still lead to nicotine addiction and the use of tobacco
products.

CHAI R SEATON poi nted out that vape shops were exenpt in proposed
SB 1.

3:36: 58 PM

OCTAVI A HARRI' S said that she was representing herself and was in
support of HB 40 because e-cigarettes were dangerous due to
second hand aerosol exposure and should be treated the sane as
traditional cigarettes under state | aw

3:37:35 PM
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ASHLEE FI TCH said that she was representing herself and that she
supported HB 40 because of the dangers posed by e-cigarettes and
the left over residue.

3:38:24 PM

MELI SSA MUDD said that she was representing herself and that she
had submtted a witten testinony in support of HB 40.

3:38:47 PM

BECKY STOPPA shared that she was representing herself and that
she was in support of HB 40. She stated that an exenption on e-
cigarettes would place an undue burden on businesses to have to
differentiate between the substances. She shared that, given
the recent legalization of marijuana, the refillable e-cigarette
cartridges could be filled wth anything, including hash oil or
THC.

3:40: 17 PM

BETTY MACTAVI SH said that she was representing herself. She
stated that she was in support of HB 40 to add e-cigarettes to
the definition of snoking, as the health dangers of aerosol
snoke were not yet known. She expressed concern for public use
of electronic cigarettes and the ingestion of an unknown
pr oduct . She shared that there had been conplaints in her
community for its use in airports. She said that the increase
of use by youth had been growing at an alarmng rate, especially
with the candy flavors and the ability "to blow big giant snoke
rings has proved to be enough incentive for our youth to try
them"

3:41: 56 PM

CHAI R SEATON cl osed public testinony after ascertaining no one
further wished to testify.

CHAIR SEATON reiterated that proposed SB 1 did exenpt vape
shops.

3:42:32 PM
REPRESENTATI VE FOSTER noved to report CSHB 40, Version 29-

LS0232\W  Martin, 3/7/15, out of <commttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal note. There
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bei ng no objection, CSHB 40(HSS) was noved from the House Health
and Social Services Standing Comm ttee.

3:43: 08 PM
ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Health and Social Services Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 3:43 p. m
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