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❖Codifies and modernizes Alaska’s Online Checkbook website

❖Requires the state to provide monthly and annual financial information 

to the public on a user-friendly website.

❖Creates a one-stop-shop for information on revenue and expenses. 

❖Provides detailed information on state expenditures and revenue 

including date, vendor, agency, and expense type

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act
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• In 2018 Alaska received a failing 

grade from the U.S PIRG 

Education Fund for providing 

online access to government 

spending data.

• Alaska has no statutory 

requirements to maintain an 

online checkbook.Source: Following The Money 2019, U.S. PIRG Education Fund 

Alaskans Deserve Better Transparency
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• Will provide policy makers with 
user-friendly access to actual 
unaudited revenue and 
expenditure data

• Makes state government more 
accountable by making 
information readily available to 
the public.

• Allows vendors to submit more 
competitive bids by reviewing 
previous payments.

SB 25: A Win-Win-Win for Alaskans
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Current Checkbook Online

• Can be taken down at any time.

• Not searchable online, data must be 

downloaded as a PDF or Excel file.

• Does not include revenue reports.

• Does not allow year to year spending 

comparison.

• Does not include spending for the 

University of Alaska or public 

corporations.

SB 25 Improves Transparency and Usability

Alaska Online Checkbook Act

• Monthly & annual reporting 
requirements codified in Alaska Statutes.

• Data is searchable online by agency, 
vendor, year, purpose, amount, and 
accounting code.  

• Includes both revenue & expenditures.

• Allows year to year spending 
comparisons. 

• Includes revenue & expenses of 
University of Alaska & public 
corporations.
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SB 25: Reporting Requirements

Revenues

• Receipts or deposits.

• Proceeds from taxes.

• Agency earnings (sales, services, 

licenses, permits, etc.).

• Other revenues (Interest, Lease, Gifts, 

Donations, etc.).
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SB 25: Reporting Requirements

Expenditures

• The names and locations of any persons to 

whom payment was made.

• The amounts of the expenditures 

disbursed.

• The type of transaction, by account code, 

including the purpose of the expenditure.
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SB 25: Reporting Requirements

Employees and Contractors 

• The number of full-time, part-time, and 

temporary employees by agency.

• The number of independent contractors by 

agency.

• Total general fund payroll by agency.
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SB 25: Reporting Requirements

Account Balances and Debt

• Statutory Budget Reserve (SBR).

• Constitutional Budget Reserve (CBR).

• Permanent Fund Earnings Reserve Account 

(ERA).

• Total long-term debt by agency.
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• Download Information By Fiscal 

Year Only.

• Must Download ALL Information.

• Difficult to search.

Current Checkbook Online

The Current Checkbook Website is Outdated
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• In FY 2016 There Were 78,156 

Individual Reports In The “Online 

Checkbook”.

• You Must Use Search Functions 

Within Excel To Find Vendors.

• Cannot Easily Track Spending By 

Year.

Current Website Requires Downloading Spreadsheet

Snapshot of Checkbook Online- http://doa.alaska.gov/ 
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Example: Ohio 

Search By    
Year
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Example: Ohio 

Search By 
Agency
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Example: Ohio 

Search By 
Expense Type
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Example: Ohio by Department

Total Agency 
Spending

Download 
Data
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Example: Ohio by Expense Type 

Expense Type

Listed 
Transactions
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Example: Ohio by Expense Type 
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SB 25: Additional Benefits

• Mississippi reported that every information request fulfilled by its transparency 

website rather than by a state employee saves the state between $750 and 

$1,000 in staff time.

• South Carolina open records requests dropped by two-thirds after the creation 

of its transparency website, reducing staff time and saving an estimated tens of 

thousands of dollars.

• The Texas Comptroller used its transparency website to evaluate spending. By 

monitoring contracts more closely and sourcing services from new vendors when 

the potential for cost-cutting was identified, the state saved more than $163 

million.
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QUESTIONS?

Sen. Bill Wielechowski
Sen.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg.gov

(907) 465-435

David Dunsmore
David.Dunsmore@akleg.gov

(907) 465-2435
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