
Renewable Portfolio Standards or Voluntary Targets 

Arizona 
 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2006. 
 Requirement: 15% by 2025. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: Distributed Generation: 30% of annual requirement in 2012 and thereafter. 

The state has several credit multipliers for different technologies. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Ariz. Admin. Code §14-2-1801 et seq. 

 
California 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2002.  
 Requirement: 44% by 2024; 52%  by 2027; 60% by 2030. Also requires 100% clean 

energy by 2045.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Determined by the California Public Utilities Commission. 
 Details: A 2013 amendment allows the California Public Utilities Commission to 

adopt additional requirements. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Cal. Public Utilities Code §399.11 et seq.; Cal. 

Public Resources Code §25740 et seq.; Assembly Bill 327 (2013); Senate Bill 
350 (2015); Senate Bill 100 (2018). 

 
Colorado 

 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2004. 
 Requirement: 30% by 2020 (IOUs); 10% or 20% for municipalities and electric 

cooperatives depending on size; 100% clean energy by 2050 for utilities serving 
500,000 or more customers.  

 Applicable Sectors: Investor owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 2%. 
 Details: For distributed generation, 3% of IOU retail sales by 2020, 1% of 

cooperative retail sales by 2020 (for those providing service to 10,000 or more 
meters) or 0.75% of cooperative retail sales by 2020 (for those providing service to 
less than 10,000 meters). The state has several credit multipliers for different 
technologies. Additionally, in 2019, Colorado enacted legislation requiring utilities 
serving 500,000 or more customers to supply 100% of retail sales with clean energy 

http://apps.azsos.gov/public_services/Title_14/14-02.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PUC&division=1.&title=&part=1.&chapter=2.3.&article=16.
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=15.&title=&part=&chapter=8.6.&article=
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=15.&title=&part=&chapter=8.6.&article=
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/13-14/bill/asm/ab_0301-0350/ab_327_bill_20131007_chaptered.htm
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0301-0350/sb_350_bill_20151007_chaptered.html
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/15-16/bill/sen/sb_0301-0350/sb_350_bill_20151007_chaptered.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB100


sources by 2050 so long as meeting such requirements is technically and 
economically feasible and in the public interest.  

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Colo. Rev. Stat. §40-2-124; Senate Bill 
252 (2013); Senate Bill 263 (2019).  

 
Connecticut 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 1998. 
 Requirement: 44% by 2030. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, local government, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 6%. 
 Details: Class I renewable energy sources (including distributed generation): 20% 

by 2020. Class I or II (biomass, waste-to-energy and certain hydropower projects): 
3% by 2010. Class III (combined heat and power, waste heat recovery and 
conservation): 4% by 2010. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Conn. Gen. Stat. §16-245a et seq.; Conn. Gen. Stat. 
§16-1; Senate Bill 9 (2018).  

 
Delaware 

 Title: Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2005. 
 Requirement: In 2021 the state extended its RPS to include long-term targets of 

28% by 2030 and 40% by 2035. The changes retained the state's previous target for 
2025 of 25%.  

 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, local government, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: None. Previously had a cost cap of approximately 3% that was 

eliminated through legislation enacted in 2021.  
 Details: Photovoltaics: 3.5% in 2025, 5% in 2030 and 10% in 2035.  
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Del. Code Ann. 26 §351 et seq.; Senate Bill 

33 (2021).  
 
Hawaii 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2001. 
 Requirement: 30% by 2020; 40% by 2030; 70% by 2040; 100% by 2045. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: None.   
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Hawaii Rev. Stat. §269-91 et seq.; House Bill 

623 (2015). 
 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/colorado/
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2013a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/D1B329AEB8681D4D87257B3900716761?Open&file=252_enr.pdf
http://www.leg.state.co.us/clics/clics2013a/csl.nsf/fsbillcont3/D1B329AEB8681D4D87257B3900716761?Open&file=252_enr.pdf
https://leg.colorado.gov/sites/default/files/2019a_236_signed.pdf
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_283.htm#sec_16-245a
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_277.htm#sec_16-1
http://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_277.htm#sec_16-1
https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Bill&which_year=2018&bill_num=9
http://delcode.delaware.gov/title26/c001/sc03a/index.shtml#P11_150
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/48278
https://legis.delaware.gov/BillDetail/48278
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol05_Ch0261-0319/HRS0269/HRS_0269-0091.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2015/bills/HB623_CD1_.htm
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2015/bills/HB623_CD1_.htm


Illinois 
 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2001 (voluntary target); 2007 (standard). 
 Requirement: 25% by 2025-2026. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 1%. 
 Details: Distributed Generation: 1% of annual requirement beginning in 2015 for 

IOUs. Wind: 75% of annual requirement for IOUs, 60% of annual requirement for 
alternative retail electric suppliers. Photovoltaics: 6% of annual requirement 
beginning in 2015-2016. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 20 §688 (2001); Ill. Rev. Stat. ch. 
20 §3855/1-75 (2007); Senate Bill 2814 (2016). 

 
Indiana 

 Title: Clean Energy Portfolio Goal. 
 Established: 2011. 
 Requirement: 10% by 2025. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities, 

retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: 30% of the goal may be met with clean coal technology, nuclear energy, 

combined heat and power systems, natural gas that displaces electricity from coal 
and other alternative fuels. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Ind. Code §8-1-37. 
 
Iowa 

 Title: Alternative Energy Law. 
 Established: 1983. 
 Requirement: 105 MW of generating capacity for IOUs. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Iowa Code §476.41 et seq. 

 
Kansas 

 Title: Renewable Energy Goal. 
 Established: 2009 (standard); 2015 (goal). 
 Requirement: 15% by 2015-2019; 20% by 2020. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: Caps gross RPS procurement costs. 
 Details: 20% requirement for peak demand capacity. 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=267&ChapAct=20%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B688%2F&ChapterID=5&ChapterName=EXECUTIVE+BRANCH&ActName=Illinois+Resource+Development+and+Energy+Security+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=2934&ChapAct=20%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B3855%2F&ChapterID=5&ChapterName=EXECUTIVE+BRANCH&ActName=Illinois+Power+Agency+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs5.asp?ActID=2934&ChapAct=20%26nbsp%3BILCS%26nbsp%3B3855%2F&ChapterID=5&ChapterName=EXECUTIVE+BRANCH&ActName=Illinois+Power+Agency+Act%2E
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/BillStatus.asp?DocNum=2814&GAID=13&DocTypeID=SB&LegId=96125&SessionID=88&GA=99
http://www.in.gov/legislative/ic/code/title8/ar1/ch37.html
http://coolice.legis.iowa.gov/Cool-ICE/default.asp?category=billinfo&service=IowaCode&ga=83&input=476.41


 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Kan Stat. Ann. §66-1256 et seq.; Goal: Senate Bill 
91. 

 
Maine 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard.  
 Established: 1999. 
 Requirement: 80% by 2030; statewide target of 100% renewables by 2050.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 15%. 
 Details: Maine updated its RPS requirements in 2019 to include an additional 40% 

requirement for certain renewable sources (Class IA) in addition to a 10% 
requirement by 2022 and each year thereafter for Class I (new) sources and 30% 
requirement for Class II resources. The state also has separate goals for wind energy: 
2,000 MW of installed capacity by 2015; 3,000 MW of installed capacity by 2020, 
including offshore and coastal; and 8,000 MW of installed capacity by 2030, including 
5,000 MW from offshore and coastal. The state has a credit multiplier for community-
based renewable energy. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. 35-A §3210 et seq.; Me. Rev. 
Stat. Ann. 35-A §3401 et seq. (wind energy); Senate File 457 (2019).  

 
Maryland 

 Title: Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2004. 
 Requirement: 30.5% in 2020; 50% in 2030. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, local government, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 7%. 
 Details: In 2019, Maryland enacted legislation increasing its near-term RPS targets 

and carveouts for solar and offshore wind. It also extended its RPS targets out to 
2030. The bill increased the solar carveout from 2.5% to 6% in 2020, with an 
increasing annual percentage carveout up to 14.5% in 2030. It also increased 
offshore wind from a 2.5% maximum in 2017 to a 10% maximum in 2025, including 
an increasing megawatt requirement for Round 2 offshore wind projects in later 
compliance years. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Md. Public Utilities Code Ann. §7-701 et 
seq.; Senate Bill 516 (2019). 

 
Massachusetts 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 1997. 

http://www.kslegislature.org/li/b2013_14/statute/066_000_0000_chapter/066_012_0000_article/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/sb91/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2015_16/measures/sb91/
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/35-A/title35-Asec3210.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/35-A/title35-Ach34sec0.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/35-A/title35-Ach34sec0.html
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=SP0457&item=3&snum=129
https://codes.findlaw.com/md/public-utilities/md-code-public-util-sect-7-701.html
https://codes.findlaw.com/md/public-utilities/md-code-public-util-sect-7-701.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?article=gpu&section=7-701&ext=html&session=2015RS&tab=subject5
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2019RS/bills/sb/sb0516E.pdf


 Requirement: Class I: 35% by 2030 and an additional 1% each year after. Class II: 
6.7% by 2020. 

 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 16%. 
 Details: Photovoltaic: 1,600 MW required by 2020. Class I resources are new 

sources. Class II (resources in operation by 1997) requirement includes 2.69% 
renewable energy and 3.5% waste-to-energy. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Mass. Gen. Laws Ann. ch. 25A §11F; House Bill 
4857 (2018).  

 
Michigan 

 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2008; 2016. 
 Requirement: 15% by 2021 (standard), 35% by 2025 (goal, including energy 

efficiency and demand reduction). 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities, 

retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 2.5%. 
 Details: The state has several credit multipliers for different technologies. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Mich. Comp. Laws §460.1001 et seq.; Senate Bill 

438 (2016). 
 
Minnesota 

 Title: Renewables Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2007. 
 Requirement: 26.5% by 2025 (IOUs), 25% by 2025 (other utilities). 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: Xcel Energy has a separate requirement of 31.5% by 2020; 25% must be 

from wind or solar. Solar: 1.5% by 2020 (other IOUs); Statewide goal of 10% by 
2030. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Minn. Stat. §216B.1691.  
 
Missouri 

 Title: Renewable Electricity Standard. 
 Established: 2007. 
 Requirement: 15% by 2021 (IOUs). 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 1%. 
 Details: Solar-Electric: 2% carve-out. 

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleII/Chapter25A/Section11F
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H4857
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/H4857
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kqc0qizhi1xv24u0urfmxu55))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=mcl-Act-295-of-2008
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2015-2016/publicact/htm/2016-PA-0342.htm
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/2015-2016/publicact/htm/2016-PA-0342.htm
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=216b.1691


 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Mo. Rev. Stat. §393.1020 et seq. 
 
Montana 

 Title: Renewable Resource Standard. 
 Established: 2005. 
 Requirement: 15% by 2015. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 0.1%. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Mont. Code Ann. §69-3-2001 et seq. 

 
Nevada 

 Title: Energy Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 1997. 
 Requirement: 50% by 2030; non-binding 100% carbon-free by 2050. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: In 2019 Nevada increased its RPS from 25% by 2025 to 50% by 2030 

and removed its solar carve-out (6% for 2016-2025). The state has a credit 
multiplier for photovoltaics and on peak energy savings. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Nev. Rev. Stat. §704.7801 et seq.; Senate Bill 
358 (2019).  

 
New Hampshire 

 Title: Electric Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2007. 
 Requirement: 25.2% by 2025. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, cooperative utilities, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 7%. 
 Details: Solar: 0.7% new solar in 2020 and after. Requires at least 15% of 

requirement to be met with new renewables. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann. §362-F. 

 
New Jersey 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 1991. 
 Requirement: 50% by 2030. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 10%. 

https://revisor.mo.gov/main/OneChapter.aspx?chapter=393
http://leg.mt.gov/bills/mca_toc/69_3_20.htm
http://www.leg.state.nv.us/nrs/NRS-704.html#NRS704Sec7801
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6651/Overview
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bill/6651/Overview
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XXXIV-362-F.htm


 Details: 50% Class I renewables by 2030. 2.5% Class II renewables each year. 5.1% 
solar-electric by 2021, then gradually reduced to 1.1% by 2031. Offshore wind: 3,500 
MW. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N.J. Rev. Stat. §48:3-49 et seq.; Assembly Bill 
3723 (2018).  

 
New Mexico 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2002. 
 Requirement: 40% by 2025; 80% renewables by 2040; 100% of electricity supplied 

by zero-carbon resources by 2045. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: Solar: 20% by 2020 (IOUs). Wind: 30% by 2020 (IOUs). Other renewables 

including geothermal, biomass and certain hydro facilities: 5% by 2020 (IOUs). 
Distributed Generation: 3% by 2020 (IOUs). The state has a credit multiplier for solar 
energy that was operational before 2012. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N.M. Stat. Ann. §62-15-1 et seq.; N.M. Stat. Ann. 
§62-16-1 et seq.; Senate Bill 489 (2019).   

 
New York 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard; Reforming the Energy Vision (REV). 
 Established: 2004. 
 Requirement: 70% renewables by 2030; 100% zero-emissions electricity 

requirement by 2040.   
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities, 

retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: In 2019, New York increased its RPS from 50% to 70% by 2030. Offshore 

wind: goal of 2,400 MW by 2030. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: NY PSC Order Case 03-E-0188; 2015 New York 

State Energy Plan; Senate Bill 6599 (2019).  
 
North Carolina 

 Title: Renewable Energy and Energy Efficiency Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2007. 
 Requirement: 12.5% by 2021 (IOUs); 10% by 2018 (munis and coops). 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 1.5%. 

http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=207177108&Depth=2&depth=2&expandheadings=on&headingswithhits=on&hitsperheading=on&infobase=statutes.nfo&record=%7b1450D%7d&softpage=Doc_Frame_PG42
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4000/3723_I1.HTM
https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/2018/Bills/A4000/3723_I1.HTM
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-62-electric-gas-and-water-utilities/article-15-rural-electric-cooperatives
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-62-electric-gas-and-water-utilities/article-16-renewable-energy-act
https://casetext.com/statute/new-mexico-statutes-1978/chapter-62-electric-gas-and-water-utilities/article-16-renewable-energy-act
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/19%20Regular/final/SB0489.pdf
http://www3.dps.ny.gov/W/PSCWeb.nsf/0/1008ED2F934294AE85257687006F38BD?OpenDocument
http://energyplan.ny.gov/Plans/2014.aspx
http://energyplan.ny.gov/Plans/2014.aspx
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=S06599&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y


 Details: Solar: 0.2% by 2018. Swine Waste: 0.2% by 2018. Poultry Waste: 900,000 
MWh by 2015. The state offers credit multipliers for biomass facilities located in 
clean fields renewable energy demonstration parks. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N.C. Gen. Stat. §62-133.8. 
 
North Dakota 

 Title: Renewable and Recycled Energy Objective. 
 Established: 2007. 
 Requirement: 10% by 2015. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N.D. Cent. Code §49-02-24 et seq. 

 
Ohio 

 Title: Alternative Energy Resource Standard. 
 Established: 2008. 
 Requirement: 8.5% by 2026.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 2%. 
 Details: In 2019, Ohio reduced its RPS requirement and eliminated its solar-

carveout. The state reduced its RPS from 12.5% to 8.5% by 2026, 
including reductions in annual incremental targets. Ohio previously enacted a two-
year freeze (Senate Bill 310 (2014))  on the state's RPS standard while a panel 
studied the costs and benefits of the requirement. The freeze was not extended in 
2016.  

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Ohio Rev. Code Ann. §4928.64 et seq.; House Bill 
6 (2019).  

 
Oklahoma 

 Title: Renewable Energy Goal. 
 Established: 2010. 
 Requirement: 15% by 2015. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Okla. Stat. tit. 17 §801.1 et seq. 

 
Oregon 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2007. 

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_62/GS_62-133.8.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t49c02.pdf?20131211165444
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/bills.cfm?ID=130_SB_310
http://codes.ohio.gov/orc/4928.64
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-6
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-summary?id=GA133-HB-6
http://www.oscn.net/applications/oscn/Index.asp?ftdb=STOKST17&level=1


 Requirement: In July 2021, Oregon passed legislation to complement its RPS. The 
state’s “Clean Energy Targets” legislation requires retail electricity providers to 
reduce emissions by the following levels below baseline: 80% by 2030; 90% by 
2035; and 100% by 2040 (see below for further explanation 

 Applicable Sectors: investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities, 
retail supplier. 

 Cost Cap: Approximately 4%. 
 Details: The distinction between the new Clean Energy Targets and Oregon’s RPS is 

important, but the two pieces of legislation work in tandem to affect the same result. 
Oregon’s RPS requires electricity providers to generate electricity from qualifying 
sources, such as wind, solar or hydroelectric power. Whereas the Clean Energy Targets 
requires electricity providers to eliminate greenhouse gas emissions, without a focus on 
the source of the energy. While renewable energy generation is expected to be the 
primary contributor to meeting the state’s Clean Energy Targets, the legislation also 
focuses on energy efficiency, demand responses resources, transmission, community-
based renewable energy, and emissions reporting. 

 The state’s RPS requirements include the following carve-outs: Photovoltaics: 20 MW 
by 2020 (IOUs). The state has a credit multiplier for photovoltaics installed before 2016. 
The state's two investor-owned utilities must phase out coal generation by 2035. By 
2025 at least 8% of aggregate electrical capacity must come from small-scale 
community renewable energy projects with a capacity of 20 megawatts (MW) or less. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Or. Rev. Stat. §469a; Senate Bill 1547 (2016). 
 
Pennsylvania 

 Title: Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2004. 
 Requirement: 18% by 2020-2021. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 8%. 
 Details: Tier I: 8% by 2020-2021 (includes photovoltaic). Tier II (includes waste 

coal, distributed generation, large-scale hydropower and municipal solid waste, 
among other technologies): 10% by 2020-2021. Photovoltaic: 0.5% by 2020-2021. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Pa. Cons. Stat. tit. 66 §2814. 
 

Rhode Island 
 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2004. 
 Requirement: 14.5% by 2019, with increases of 1.5% each year until 38.5% by 

2035. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 

https://olis.oregonlegislature.gov/liz/2021R1/Downloads/MeasureDocument/HB2021/Enrolled
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/legis/LI/consCheck.cfm?txtType=HTM&ttl=66&div=0&chpt=28&sctn=14&subsctn=0


 Cost Cap: Approximately 13%. 
 Details: The state has a separate long-term contracting standard for renewable 

energy, which requires electric distribution companies to establish long-term 
contracts with new renewable energy facilities. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: R.I. Gen. Laws §39-26-1 et seq.; R.I. Gen. Laws 
§39-26.1 et seq. (contracting standard); House Bill 7413a (2016). 

 
South Carolina 

 Title: Voluntary Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2014. 
 Requirement: 2% by 2021. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: Systems less than 1 MW: 1% of aggregate generation capacity, including at 

least 0.25% of total generation from systems less than 20kW. 1 – 10 MW facilities: 
1% of aggregate generation capacity. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: House Bill 1189. 
 
South Dakota 

 Title: Renewable, Recycled and Conserved Energy Objective. 
 Established: 2008. 
 Requirement: 10% by 2015. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: S.D. Codified Laws Ann. §49-34A-94; S.D. Codified 

Laws Ann. §49-34A-101 et seq. 
 
Texas 

 Title: Renewable Generation Requirement. 
 Established: 1999. 
 Requirement: 5,880 MW by 2015. 10,000 MW by 2025 (goal; achieved). 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 3%. 
 Details: Non-wind: 500 MW (goal). 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Tex. Utilities Code Ann. §39.904. 

 
Utah 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Goal. 
 Established: 2008. 
 Requirement: 20% by 2025. 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE39/39-26/INDEX.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE39/39-26.1/INDEX.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/TITLE39/39-26.1/INDEX.HTM
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText16/HouseText16/H7413A.pdf
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/sess120_2013-2014/prever/1189_20140521.htm
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=49-34A-94
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=49-34A-94
http://legis.sd.gov/statutes/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=49-34A-94
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/Docs/UT/htm/UT.39.htm#39.904


 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Utah Code Ann. §54-17-101 et seq.; Utah Code 

Ann. §10-19-101 et seq. 
 
Vermont 

 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2005 (voluntary target); 2015 (standard). 
 Requirement: 55% by 2017; 75% by 2032. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities, 

retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 6%. 
 Details: Distributed Generation: 10% by 2032. Energy Transformation: 12% by 2032 

(includes weatherization, thermal energy efficiency and heat pumps). 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 30 §8001 et seq.; Standard: 

House Bill 40. 
 
Virginia 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard 
 Established: 2020. 
 Requirement: 100% renewables by 2045 for Phase II utilities and 2050 for Phase I 

utilities.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility. 
 Cost Cap: None.  
 Details: In 2020, the state enacted a mandatory 100% renewables target for Phase I 

and Phase II utilities. The state had previously implemented a voluntary 
renewables goal of 15% by 2025. Under the new requirements, Phase I utilities are 
required to achieve a renewables target of 14% by 2025, 30% by 2030, 65% by 2040, 
and 100% by 2050. Phase II utilities have an accelerated renewables requirement 
of 26% by 2025, 41% by 2030, and 100% by 2045. The law further requires utilities 
to procure a certain amount of generation from solar and onshore wind sources that 
are located within the state by a specific date.  

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Va. Code §56-585.2; Senate Bill 851 (2020).  
 
Washington 

 Title: Renewable Energy Standard. 
 Established: 2006. 
 Requirement: 15% renewable by 2020; 100% greenhouse gas neutral by 2030; 

100% renewable or zero-emitting by 2045.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 

http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/section.jsp?code=54-17
http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/section.jsp?code=10-19
http://le.utah.gov/UtahCode/section.jsp?code=10-19
http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/chapter/30/089
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/h.40
http://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2016/h.40
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title56/chapter23/section56-585.2/
https://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?201+ful+SB851ER


 Cost Cap: Approximately 4%. 
 Details: Standard is applicable to all utilities that serve more than 25,000 customers. 

Requirement also includes all cost-effective conservation. The state has a credit 
multiplier for distributed generation. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Wash. Rev. Code §19.285; Wash. Admin. Code 
§480-109; Wash Admin. Code §194-37; Senate Bill 5116 (2019).  

 
West Virginia 

 Title: Alternative and Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard- REPEALED. 
 Established: 2009; Repealed 2015. 
 Requirement: 10% from 2015-2019, 15% from 2020-2024, 25% by 2025. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utilities.  
 Cost Cap: None.  
 Details: Goal is applicable to IOUs that serve more than 30,000 residential 

customers. Goal includes alternative energy sources, including coal technology, 
coal bed methane, natural gas, combined cycle technologies, waste coal and pumped 
storage hydroelectric projects. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: W. Va. Code §24-2F; Repeal: House Bill 2001. 
 
Wisconsin 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 1998. 
 Requirement: 10% by 2015. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: None. 
 Details: Standard varies by utility. 2011-2014: utilities may not decrease its 

renewable energy percentage below 2010 percentages. 2015: utilities must increase 
renewable energy percentages by at least 6% above their 2001-2003 average. 
Utilities may not decrease their renewable energy percentage after 2015. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Wisc. Stat. §196.378. 
 
Washington, D.C. 

 Title: Renewable Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2005. 
 Requirement: 20% by 2020, 100% by 2032. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, retail supplier. 
 Cost Cap: Approximately 38%. 
 Details: Solar: 2.5% by 2023; 5% by 2032; 10% by 2041. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: D.C. Code §34-1431 et seq., Bill 650 (2016); Bill 

904 (2018).  

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.285
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=480-109
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=480-109
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=194-37
http://lawfilesext.leg.wa.gov/biennium/2019-20/Pdf/Bills/Senate%20Bills/5116.pdf
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/WVCODE/ChapterEntire.cfm?chap=24&art=2F
http://www.legis.state.wv.us/Bill_Status/bills_text.cfm?billdoc=hb2001%20sub%20enr.htm&yr=2015&sesstype=RS&i=2001
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/196/378
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/dccode/
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B21-0650
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0904?FromSearchResults=true
http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B22-0904?FromSearchResults=true


 
Guam 

 Title: Renewable Energy Portfolio Goal. 
 Established: 2008; 2019 
 Requirement: 100% by 2045.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Data unavailable.  
 Details: Goal initially was for 25% of net electricity sales to come from renewables 

by 2035. In 2019, Guam updated its RPS goals to 50% by 2035 and 100% by 2045.  
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: Guam Public Law §29-62; Guam Public Law §35-

46.  
 
Northern Mariana Islands 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2007; goal reduced in 2014. 
 Requirement: 20% by 2016. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Data unavailable. 
 Details: Requirement applies to net electricity sales. Requirement allows for non-

compliance if it is not cost-effective. 
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: N. M. I. Public Law §15-23; House Bill 165 (2014). 

 
Puerto Rico 

 Title: Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard. 
 Established: 2010. 
 Requirement: 40% by 2025; 60% by 2040; 100% by 2050.  
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Data unavailable. 
 Details: In 2019, Puerto Rico increased its RPS and set additional long-term targets. 

The near-term target increased from 20% by 2035 to 40% by 2025.  
 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: PR S 1519 (2010); PR H 2610 (2010); PR S 

1121 (2019).  
 
U.S. Virgin Islands 

 Title: Renewables Portfolio Targets. 
 Established: 2009. 
 Requirement: 20% by 2015;  25% by 2020; 30% by 2025; up to 51% after 2025. 
 Applicable Sectors: Investor-owned utility, municipal utilities, cooperative utilities. 
 Cost Cap: Data unavailable. 

http://www.guamlegislature.com/Public_Laws_29th/P.L.%2029-62%20(Bill%20No.%20166%20EC).pdf
https://www.guamlegislature.com/Public_Laws_35th/P.L.%20No.%2035-46..pdf
https://www.guamlegislature.com/Public_Laws_35th/P.L.%20No.%2035-46..pdf
http://www.cnmileg.gov.mp/documents/laws/public/15/PL15-087.pdf
http://www.cnmilaw.org/pdf/public_laws/18/pl18-62.pdf
http://www.oslpr.org/download/en/2010/A-0082-2010.pdf
http://www.oslpr.org/download/en/2010/A-0082-2010.pdf
https://aeepr.com/es-pr/QuienesSomos/Ley17/A-17-2019%20PS%201121%20Politica%20Publica%20Energetica.pdf
https://aeepr.com/es-pr/QuienesSomos/Ley17/A-17-2019%20PS%201121%20Politica%20Publica%20Energetica.pdf


 Details: Standard applies to peak demand generating capacity. Standard will 
increase until a majority of capacity is from renewable or alternative energy. 

 Enabling Statute, Code or Order: VI B 9 (2009).  
 
Sources: 

 Database of State Incentives for Renewables and Efficiency, Renewable Portfolio 
Standards. (Raleigh, N.C. State University, 2017). 

 Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, U.S. Renewables Portfolio Standards 2019 
Annual Status Update (cost cap information).  

 National Conference of State Legislatures. 
 

Document Created by the office of Representative Calvin Schrage 
Source: https://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/renewable-portfolio-standards.aspx  

http://www.legvi.org/vilegsearch/ShowPDF.aspx?num=7075&type=Act
http://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program?type=38&
http://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program?type=38&
http://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/rps_annual_status_update-2019_edition.pdf
http://eta-publications.lbl.gov/sites/default/files/rps_annual_status_update-2019_edition.pdf
https://www.ncsl.org/research/energy/renewable-portfolio-standards.aspx
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