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PRESENTATION OVERVIEW:

 Impacts of Gun Violence

« The Nature of the Problem

« Prioritizing Responsible Gun Ownership
- Efficacy of Secure Storage

« What HB 203 Does

« Supporters of Secure Storage in Alaska



IMPACTS OF GUN VIOLENCE:
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THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM:
GUN VIOLENCE PREVALENCE

* Nationally, suicide constitutes most of the firearm deaths in the U.S., even
though just 5% of self-harm episodes, including both non-suicidal self
injury and attempted suicide, involve firearms.

* Firearms are known for their high lethality, with an 82.5-92% lethality for
suicide attempts using firearms.

+ As many as 80% of people considering suicide give notice of their
intentions beforehand, making intervention possible in many cases.



THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM:
GUN VIOLENCE IN ALASKA

» Firearms are the leading cause of death for children and teens in Alaska.

« Alaska has the second-highest rate of gun death in the U.S. Alaska’s gun suicide
rate 1s more than double the national rate. 68% of Alaska’s gun deaths are
firearm suicides.

« Suicides make up two-thirds of all firearm deaths in Alaska, and three in five
suicides in Alaska are committed using a firearm.

 In 2019, there were 117 firearm suicide deaths in Alaska, including 17 children
and teens (ages 0-19).

« 12,380 children live with unlocked, loaded firearms in Alaska.



THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM:
YOUTH MENTAL HEALTH

« An average of 22 children and teens die from to accidental or intentional
shootings each year.

« 25% of Alaskan high school students have considered suicide in the past year
and a further 19.7% reported an attempted suicide.

- Among high school students in Alaska, 37.5% reported that they could access a
loaded gun 1in less than an hour.

* 59% of youth gun deaths are suicides and an additional 26% are homicides.

* Other health disparities exist in gun violence and youth suicide attempts.



PRIORITIZING RESPONSIBLE GUN

OWNERSHIP:
OPINIONS OF GUN OWNERS

« Gun owners do NOT want to see these tragic incidents occur.

« Across the state, 64.5% of residents report owning guns, ranking Alaska third
among all states in per capita firearm ownership.

« Most gun owners across the country report putting a high value on responsible
ownership. For example:
> 95% of gun owners say it is essential to talk to their children about gun safety

» 66% of gun owners believe it is essential for their firearms to be kept in a locked place

when there are minors in the home.



PRIORITIZING RESPONSIBLE GUN

OWNERSHIP:
SAFE STORAGE OPTIONS

Secure storage or safety devices include:

 Devices that are designed to prevent the firearm from being operated without first
deactivating the device.
» Examples: Cable locks that block a firearm cartridge from being fired or trigger locks that allow
loading, but which prevent the trigger from being pulled.

 Devices that are incorporated into the design of the firearm to prevent operation of
the firearm by anyone without access to the device.

» Example: Personalized “smart guns” that only allow an authorized user to access the gun.

- A safe, gun safe, gun case, lock box, or other device that is designed to be unlocked
only by means of a key, combination, or other similar means.



EFFICACY OF SECURE STORAGE:
STATE BY STATE COMPARISONS

« Currently, 33 states have some type of secure storage law.

« Compared to states with no child-access laws, states with the strongest secure storage
laws saw a 44 percent reduction in children hospitalized for firearm injuries related to
unintentional shootings.

+ A 2020 study found a 59 percent reduction in unintentional firearm deaths among
children ages 0 to 14 in the states with the most stringent child access prevention laws.



EFFICACY OF SECURE STORAGE:
REDUCING YOUTH MORTALITY

 One study found that young children who go through a weeklong gun safety
training program are just as likely as children with no training to approach or
play with a handgun when they find one.

« It 1s impossible to predict the behavior of every child who may be invited into
your home, and difficult to be assured of your child’s safety in another person’s
home when there are unsecured firearms present.



WHAT HB 203 DOES:
MISCONDUCT CHARGES

Misconduct involving weapons in the sixth degree:

« Keeping a firearm in your home that is not under the direct control of an
authorized person. See: Section 3 (a) (1)

« Keeping a firearm that the owner or authorized person knows or reasonably
should know is accessible by a prohibited person. See: Section 3 (a) (2)

Misconduct involving weapons in the fourth degree:

« If section 3 is violated and a prohibited person has used a firearm to commit a
crime or to injure themselves or another. See: Section 2



WHAT HB 203 DOES:
KEY TERMS

Direct control 1s where the owner or possessor of the firearm is:
* Close enough to prevent another person who 1s not an authorized person from

obtaining the firearm OR

* The firearm is in the person’s own residence, either alone or with only authorized
persons who also live in the residence and who are not minors, and the residence is
secure.

Authorized Person: A person authorized by the owner or possessor of a

firearm to temporarily carry or control the firearm.

Prohibited Person: Minors, convicted felons, or those with other Federal or State

restrictions on gun ownership.



LETTERS FROM STAKEHOLDERS

American Academy of Pediatricians - Alaska

Grand Camp Alaska Native Brotherhood & Alaska Native Sisterhood
Alaska Public Health Association

Alaska Behavioral Health Association

Alaska League of Women Voters

Juneau Alliance for Mental Health Inc (JAMHI) - Health and Wellness
Alaska Nurses Association

Alaska Children’s Trust

Moms Demand Action- Alaska
Faith leaders from across the state- 21 faith communities
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