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Executive Order 13112 defines invasive species as "…an alien (or 
non-native) species whose introduction does, or is likely to cause
economic or environmental HARM or harm to human health". 

Only a small proportion of introduced species are invasive

Defining 
the 

problem

= Harm



 Invasive = Harm
 Invade natural areas
 Crowd out native species and 

form monocultures
 Disrupt ecosystem processes
 “Biological Wildfire”

 Highly adaptable / 
competitive - spread far and 
wide and hard to control 

 Economic harm to 
agriculture, fisheries, 
tourism, infrastructure, 
property values, etc.

 Harm to humans or animals 
(e.g., giant hogweed)

• Weeds = unloved plants

• Noxious = restricted invasive plant





Invasive Species Curve – highlighting the ‘Biological Wildfire’



What’s needed:
 Prevention
 Rapid Response
 Coordination

 Equivalent to Incident 
Command System

Alaska Invasive 
Species Council



 Wildflowers are 
rapidly being replaced 
by monocultures of 
invasive weeds along 
Alaska’s Highways

Spotted knapweed plus white sweetclover 
along Turnagain Arm













What will be the state of Alaska’s natural 
resources in 20 years?
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