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Status of Hunger in Alaska: TUESDAY, February 8th|12:00pm



What is Food Security Week?



The Alaska Food Coalition (AFC)  aims to alleviate hunger, build healthy communities, and promote access to
affordable, nutritious, and culturally appropriate food.  By cultivating a strong anti-hunger network for
Alaskans, the Alaska Food Coalition’s mission is to create systems change to end hunger in Alaska.

Areas of Focus: 
Advocacy and Education

Research
Coalition Building
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Our numbers have

really been a roller

coaster based on

what services we

have available.

 

-Love in Action

Through 2020, Kenai

peninsula food bank

distributed 110%

increase over 2019.

Overall, we saw about

a 40% increase in

services.

-Kenai Peninsula

 Food Bank

Alaska Food Coalition (AFC) members who distribute food shared data on the number of clients served

through October, 2021, compared to their pre-pandemic levels. After experiencing a 75% increase at the

height of the pandemic, here is a snapshot of what is being seen on the ground around the state now. 

Initially we saw a 96%

increase in the number of

meals we provided. Since we

have reopened to congregate

meals with limitations -we

have seen about 30%

increase compared to pre

pandemic numbers. 

 

-Nenana Tortella 

Council on Aging

Data from alaska food coalition partners



Pounds of Food Distributed by

FBA 2019-2021

2019

2020
10,828,594

lbs

8,077,852

lbs

2021
11,073,479

lbs 

Food Bank of Alaska (FBA) is a critical source of food for AFC partners and agencies across
the state. FBA also utilizes Mobile Food Pantries in Anchorage to distribute directly to clients.











The Bread Line
Feed People & Affirm Lives

In 2020, the Bread Line's soup kitchen, the Stone Soup Cafe, served record-breaking 48,819

free meals to Fairbanks' neighbors in need. At the same time, a dramatic pandemic-related

decrease of in-kind donations meant we received just 32,721lbs of donated food that year. 

In 2021, we took in 48,669lbs of food & served 47,115 meals.



alaskans share their stories



Erika
Newly single working mother of three and full-time student

in Palmer.

She juggled work and school closures during the pandemic.

Support from her local food pantry as well as SNAP came at

a critical moment:

 

“I went from wondering how I was going to piece together
dinner to a fully stocked fridge and pantry. I can pick foods
I know my kids will eat and are good for them. Now if my

kids say they’re hungry, it doesn’t make me feel bad. I
know I have food to feed them. It just means I lost track of

time."

 



AIRIS
In March of 2020, Airis and her husband lost

their jobs connected to the oil industry.

Their son has autism, attends school online,

and needs therapeutic support; her husband

needs to stay home with him. 

They turned to food pantries for the first time

during this period.

“We’re these people who make too much to get help, but don’t make
enough to survive. We go to the food pantry to make ends meet. Outside of a

natural disaster or a pandemic, we’ve never had trouble providing food for
our family.”



“Once my kids are fed and comfortable, I’m comfortableys. 
The worst thing is a child who is hungry.”

Kamelia
Kamelia was a married, employed, healthy mother with

5 children under her care.

When the pandemic hit, she caught the virus and

suffered a heart attack as a result of her illness, leaving

her unable to work for several months.

Then she found out she was pregnant. Her husband left

before their baby boy was born in the spring of 2021. 

To get through this rough time, she turned to federal

food assistance programs and local food pantries to

help put food on the table.



federal nutrition assistance programs help put

food on Alaskans’ tables 



"All these programs have helped
tremendously! WIC has made buying baby
formula possible, and the extra money for
fresh fruits and vegetables has allowed my
kids to eat healthier. The free lunches have

helped my kids always have food for lunch at
school."

 
-Family of 7 using free/reduced-price school meals,

Pandemic EBT, summer and/or afterschool meals, WIC,
and SNAP, Eielson AFB



These benefits have given us a financial
cushion that has relieved some of the stress

caused by school closures during the
pandemic. We are very thankful and

appreciative to receive these benefits.

 
-Family of 5 using free/reduced-price meals and

Pandemic EBT, Anchorage - JBER
 
 



"We are a disabled veteran family. Limited
income, these programs helped during the
school year for lunches and last year helped

bring food to my children during the
summer."

 
-Family of 7 using free/reduced-price school meals and

Pandemic EBT, Wasilla
 


