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• In 2018 Alaska received a failing grade 
from the U.S PIRG Education Fund for 
providing online access to 
government spending data.

• Alaska has no statutory requirements 
to maintain an online checkbook.

Source: Following The Money 2019, U.S. PIRG Education Fund 

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act
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• Require The State To Provide Monthly 
And Annual Financial Information To 
The Public.

• Consolidate State Financial 
Information. 

• Provide Detailed Information On State 
Expenditures And Revenue. (Date, 
Vendor, Department, Expense Type)

• Increase State Spending 
Transparency.

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act
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Checkbook Online

• No Mandatory Reporting Requirements.

• Data Must Be Downloaded (PDF Or 
EXCEL).

• No Online Search Option.

• Does Not Include Revenue Reports.

• Does Not Allow Year To Year Spending 
Comparison.

• Does Not Include Spending For The 
University Of Alaska Or Public 
Corporations.

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Online Checkbook Act

• Monthly & Annual Reporting Requirements.

• All Data Is Online; You Choose What To 
Download.

• Searchable Data By Agency, Vendor, Year, 
Etc.  

• Includes Revenue & Expenditures

• You Can Compare State Spending By Fiscal 
Year. 

• Includes Revenue & Expenses Of University 
Of Alaska & Public Corporations (Including 
APFC).
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SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Revenues

• Receipts Or Deposits.

• Proceeds From Taxes.

• Agency Earnings (Sales, Services, 
Licenses Or Permits).

• Other Revenues From State Money Or 
Property (Interest, Lease, Gifts, 
Donations).

Reporting 
Requirements
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SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Expenditures 

• The names and locations of any persons to 
whom payment was made.

• The amounts of the expenditures 
disbursed.

• The type of transaction, by account code, 
including the purpose of the expenditure.

Reporting 
Requirements
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SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Account Balances

• Statutory Budget Reserve (SBR).

• Constitutional Budget Reserve (CBR).

• Permanent Fund Earnings Reserve Account 
(ERA).

Reporting 
Requirements
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• Download Information By Fiscal Year Only.

• Must Download ALL Information.

Current Checkbook Online

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act
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• In FY 2016 There Were 78,156 Individual 
Reports In The “Online Checkbook”.

• You Must Use Search Functions Within 
Excel To Find Vendors.

• Cannot Easily Track Spending By Year.

SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Snapshot of Checkbook Online- http://doa.alaska.gov/ 
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Example: Ohio 

Search By Year
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Example: Ohio 

Search By Agency
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Example: Ohio 

Search By Expense Type
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Example: Ohio by Department

1. Total 
Agency 
Spending

2. Download Data
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Example: Ohio by Expense Type 

1. Expense Type

2. Listed 
Transactions
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Example: Ohio by Expense Type 
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SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

• Mississippi reported that every information request 
fulfilled by its transparency website rather than by a 
state employee saves the state between $750 and 
$1,000 in staff time.

• South Carolina open records requests initially dropped 
by two-thirds after the creation of its transparency 
website, reducing staff time and saving an estimated 
tens of thousands of dollars.

• The Texas Comptroller used its transparency website to 
evaluate spending. By monitoring contracts more 
closely and sourcing services from new vendors when 
the potential for cost-cutting was identified, the state 
saved more than $163 million.

Additional
Benefits
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QUESTIONS?
Sen. Bill Wielechowski
Sen.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg.gov
(907) 465-435

Nate Graham
Nate.Graham@akleg.gov
(907) 465-2435
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SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Source: www.SenatorBill.org/home/online-checkbook



SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Source: www.SenatorBill.org/home/online-checkbook



SB 25: The Alaska Online Checkbook Act

Source: www.SenatorBill.org/home/online-checkbook
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