
 

 

April 30, 2021 

 

Speaker Louise Stutes 

State Capitol Room 208 

Juneau AK, 99801 

 

RE: Support HB 188- Seafood Product Development Tax Credit 

 

Dear Speaker Stutes,  

 

United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) is the statewide commercial fishing trade association, 

representing 36 commercial fishing organizations participating in fisheries throughout the state, 

and the federal fisheries off Alaska’s coast. 

 

United Fishermen of Alaska supports HB 188- Seafood Product Development Tax Credit bill and 

thanks you for once again introducing it.  This bill seeks to extend the sunset date for the seafood 

product development tax and include pollock and cod. 

 

The Seafood Development Tax Credit was developed when salmon prices were extremely low 

and has helped the processing sector to upgrade infrastructure and develop new products outside 

of canned salmon. The tax was extended to herring during a time of low prices and shrinking 

marketplace again helping to innovate product development.  UFA appreciates extending the tax 

credit benefit to pollock and cod during a downturn in this industry. This seafood development 

tax credit is helpful to processors and has shown in the past through innovation and updated 

equipment to increase the raw fish tax paid into the State of Alaska.  

 

Please do not hesitate to reach out with questions. 

 

Regards, 

           
Matt Alward       Frances H. Leach 

President       Executive Director 
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Speaker Louise Stutes, Alaska House of Representatives 
Phone:  907‐465‐2487 
Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov 

 
RE:  Support for HB 188 – Seafood product development tax credit 
 
Dear Speaker Stutes,           May 3, 2021 
 
The Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation (AFDF) would like to express 
strong support for House Bill 188 which adds Alaska pollock and cod to the 
list of seafood which can qualify for seafood product development tax 
credits.  This will encourage further value‐added product development in 
the seafood industry.  Product development is a risky investment for 
companies; however, it is critically important in order for the entire industry 
to remain competitive and relevant to consumers. The success of new 
products not only affects seafood businesses throughout the supply chain, 
but also hundreds of communities and support sector businesses in Alaska.  
 
AFDF’s membership is comprised of seafood harvesters, seafood processors, 
and support businesses.  Founded in 1978, AFDF’s mission is to identify 
opportunities common to the Alaska seafood industry and develop efficient, 
sustainable outcomes that provide benefits to the economy, environment 
and communities. 
 
AFDF has historically worked on research and development to further value‐
added product development and full utilization of the resource.  AFDF also 
encourages investment by the industry in these areas by organizing an 
annual competition for new products made from Alaska seafood – called the 
Alaska Symphony of Seafood (Symphony).  The Symphony is designed to 
encourage value‐added product development, maximize the value of the 
resource and diversify markets for Alaska seafood. 
 
Past Grand Prize winners of the 
Symphony include Yummy 
Chummy Dog Treats by Artic 
Paws, Hali Halibut Baby Food by 
Bambino’s Baby Food, Candied 
Salmon Ice Cream by Coppa, 
Bullwhip Hot Sauce by Barnacle 
Foods, and Protein Noodles by 
Trident Seafoods (pictured 
here).  
 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Mark Scheer – President 
Processor, At‐Large 
Premium Aquatics 
  
Tommy Sheridan – Vice 
President 
Service Sector, At‐large 
Sheridan Consulting 
  
Trevor Sande ‐ Treasurer 
Harvester, Region I 
Marble Seafoods 
  
Chris Mierzejek ‐ Secretary 
Processor, At‐large 
Aleutian Pribilof Island 
Community Development Assoc. 
  
Tom Enlow 
Processor, At‐large 
UniSea 
  
Stefanie Moreland 
Processor, At‐large 
Trident Seafoods 
  
Richard Riggs 
Processor, At‐large 
Silver Bay Seafoods 
  
Keith Singleton 
Harvester, At‐large 
Alaskan Leader Seafoods 
  
Buck Laukitis 
Harvester, Region II 
Magic Fish Company 
  
Matt Alward 
Harvester, Region III 
Alward Fisheries 
  
Mike Cusack 
Harvester, Region IV 
American Seafoods Company 
  
John Sund 
Service Sector, At‐large 
Stellar North LLC 
  
Jim Denning 
Service Sector, At‐large 
AquaStar 
  
Al Burch – Emeritus Director 
Harvester, Retired 
Founding Member of AFDF 



Alaska Fisheries Development Foundation 
P.O. Box 2223, Wrangell, AK  99929    ‐     Ph:  907‐276‐7315  

www.afdf.org 

The companies that invest in value‐added product development of Alaska Seafood deserve 
special recognition; the risk taken by these companies benefits many communities, fishermen, 
and supply chain businesses, because “a rising tide floats all boats”. 
 
Thank you for your sponsorship of this important bill. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Julie Decker, Executive Director, AFDF 
Cc:  AFDF Board of Directors 
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May 5, 2021 
 
The Honorable Geran Tarr, Chair 
House Special Committee on Fisheries 
Alaska Legislature 
 
Re: House Bill 188, An Act related to a seafood product development tax credit 
 
Dear Chair Tarr, and members of the House Special Committee on Fisheries: 
  
The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC) is writing to support House Bill 188, an Act related 
to reauthorizing and expanding upon Alaska’s seafood product development tax credit.  
 
RDC is a statewide trade association comprised of individuals and companies from Alaska’s fishing, forestry, 
mining, oil and gas, and tourism industries. RDC’s membership includes Alaska Native corporations, local 
communities, organized labor, and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified 
private sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible development of our 
natural resources. 
 
HB 188 increases the value of Alaska seafood by incentivizing new product development, and it allows 
seafood processors to be able to respond more effectively to changes in the market and consumer demand. 
Seafood processors have used the existing salmon tax credit to make critical investments in processing 
technologies for salmon that would have otherwise been cost prohibitive for some, and it has changed the 
face of salmon processing to an increase in fillet and other value-added salmon products that have a strong 
U.S. market. HB 188 would expand this program to include wild Alaska pollock and Pacific Cod. A higher value 
product means a higher return on investment for the state, coastal communities, and all participants, as fish 
taxes are based on fish value.  
 
HB 188 would improve the ability to recover some portion of capital costs for new equipment to create 
marketable products out of the portions of the fish that would otherwise be wasted. There is no better way to 
increase the value of Alaska’s seafood resources than to increase the utilization of a fish that has already been 
harvested. Reauthorizing the value added tax credit will help Alaska producers continue this progress and 
expand it more fully to other species.  
 
In closing, RDC supports HB 188 because it improves the ability of Alaska seafood to compete in highly 
competitive markets, both domestically and abroad, while providing a higher value product that in turn 
benefits harvesters, processors, coastal communities and the state of Alaska, which assess fish taxes based on 
value.  
 
Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marleanna Hall 
Executive Director 
 
cc: Representative Louise Stutes, Bill Sponsor 
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