
Monday, May 3, 2021 

Dear Members of the House Fisheries Committee: 

Kachemak Bay Conservation Society is writing on behalf of our members in strong opposition to 
the HB 82. This bill will re-write the rule book on oil and gas extraction in all areas closed in the 
state. According to section 1 of the bill: 

“Unless specifically provided, a statute that restricts the surface use of an oil and 
gas lease or a gas only lease in specified acreage does not also restrict subsurface 
use for oil and gas resource development that can be accomplished by drilling 
from acreage that does not have surface use restrictions.”  

This includes State Game Sanctuaries, State Game Refuges, State Parks, and State Critical 
Habitat Areas. Lateral drilling technology allows companies to drill and frack up to ten miles into 
closed areas from outside platforms. Alaska’s Legislature closed our rich public lands and waters 
to oil and gas extraction to protect them from significant risks to fish, wildlife, and habitat. While 
we allow drilling elsewhere in the state, we have created this system to balance the the diverse 
and sometimes competing interests of our state. It is important that we maintain this balance if 
we want to continue to be a state with wild salmon, big game and a subsistence lifestyle. Our 
protected lands and waters are are essential for maintaining Alaska’s cultural identity, our 
subsistence and commercial harvests, as well as the health of our tourism industry. This bill 
upends those essential protections. The legislature protected Kachemak Bay and other 
public lands for a reason, and it was not to allow lateral drilling and fracking. Please put a 
stop to it. 

Note that while the Kachemak Bay Critical Habitat Area was set aside by the legislature to be 
managed by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) to protect fish and wildlife, the 
Department of Natural Resources and the Govoner’s office has not consulted with ADF&G on 
this proposal—indeed the managers of our critical habitat area were completely unaware of the 
proposal when we contacted them. This is not the way to protect our fish and wildlife and their 
critical habitat.  

The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society’s mission is to protect the environment of the 
Kachemak Bay region and greater Alaska by encouraging sustainable use and 
stewardship of natural resources through advocacy, education, information, and 

collaboration.



According to the EPA and 
USGS, there are a wide range 
of risks associated with 
hydraulic fracturing that will 
impact our protected lands and 
waters:    1

• Stress on surface water and 
ground water supplies from the 
withdrawal of large volumes of 
water used in drilling and 
hydraulic fracturing; 
• Contamination of 
underground sources of 
drinking water and surface 
waters resulting from spills, 
faulty well construction, or by 
other means; 
• Adverse impacts from 
discharges into surface waters 
or from disposal into 
underground injection wells; 
and 
• Air pollution resulting from 
the release of volatile organic 
compounds, hazardous air 
pollutants, and greenhouse 
gases. 
• Induced seismicity from the 

injection of waste fluids into 
deep disposal wells 

 https://www.epa.gov/uog; https://www.usgs.gov/faqs/what-environmental-issues-are-1

associated-hydraulic-fracturing?qt-news_science_products=0#qt-news_science_products 
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Fracking infrastructure. Illustration from article in Nature, Sept. 15, 
2011, Natural Gas: Should fracking stop?, by Robert W. Howarth, 
Anthony Ingraffea, & Terry Engelder. http://www.nature.com/
nature/journal/v477/n7364/fig tab/477271a F1.html



Water withdrawals: 

The average water withdrawal in a fracking operation is 3 million gallons per well and can be up 
to 16 million gallons.  Where will the water come from? In this case, most likely from The 2

Anchor River, which has it’s own Critical Habitat Area upstream, that would be impacted from 
these significant withdrawals. This means lower water levels—in turn, warmer waters, and direct 
harm to salmon and trout. Across the state, we can expect enormous freshwater withdrawals on 
the perimeter of areas closed to oil and gas drilling will have significant negative impacts on the 
protected areas; in some cases this will mean withdrawing water from those protected areas when 
an aquifer crosses the boundary of the protected area. This will harm the protected areas by 
drawing down essential aquifers, removing water from salmon streams and lakes, damaging 
wetlands, peatlands.  As you know, Alaska’s waters are already warming, threatening our the 
foundation of fisheries. Such additional stress in our protected lands and waters is completely 
unacceptable.  

Backflow and spills: 

The 2005 Energy Policy Act exempted fracking from the Safe Drinking Water Act – this 
regulatory exclusion is often referred to as the Halliburton loophole and it means that the 
“produced water” that comes back out of the well is highly toxic and presents undue risks to 
protected lands and waters nearby. This is no small mater, when according to studies by Duke 
University, up to to 16% of hydraulically fractured oil and gas wells spill liquids every year, 
according to new research from US scientists. 

Leaks and groundwater: 

The casing which ring the well bore and which goes through underground aquifers and 
groundwater flows is meant to act as a barrier between underground water and the shaft through 
which the toxic frack fluid and gas flow.  But casings are known to fail or break during the 
fracturing process, allowing the frack fluid or naturally-occurring contaminants to contaminate 

 https://environmentamerica.org/reports/ame/fracking-numbers-02
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groundwater.  When that happens, frack fluid and methane can leak from the well bore directly 
into the water supply, causing dangerous gas buildups, and making water unfit to drink, which 
has occurred all around the country.   We cannot allow this in our precious protected lands and 3

waters.  

Seismic drilling in the Critical Habitat Area 

This bill will bring seismic exploration into our protected lands and waters. Seismic surveys can 
be done year after year, as the results of any one proprietary study are not available to any other 
company. These curves threaten marine mammals, and even kill large numbers of zooplankton, 
disrupting the food web. We cannot allow seismic surveys to be conducted in Kachemak Bay 
Critical Habitat Area, or Alaska’s State Parks and reserves. These areas are protected for a 
reason, and they should stay that way.  

Thank you for your consideration of our comments. Please also see the attached signatures 
opposing HB 82. 

Sincerely,  

Roberta Highland, 
President Kachemak Bay Conservation Society

 Abrahm Lustgarten and ProPublica, “Drill for Natural Gas, Pollute Water,” Scientific American, 3

11/17/2008
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