


United Fishermen of Alaska (UFA) was started in 1974 
by a group of commercial fishermen who wanted to have 
a unified voice on commercial fishing issues in the State 
of Alaska.

• Our primary objectives are:



UFA Member Associations &  Areas of Operations

Bering Sea/ Bristol Bay/Aleutian 
Islands
Alaska Bering Sea Crabbers
At-Sea Processors Association
Bristol Bay Fishermen’s Association
Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development 
Association
Bristol Bay Reserve
Freezer Longline Coalition
Groundfish Forum
United Catcher Boats

Statewide
Alaska Scallop Association
Fishing Vessel Owners Assn.

Southeast
Alaska Longline Fishermen’s Assn.
Alaska Trollers Association
Armstrong Keta, Inc.
Douglas Island Pink and Chum
Northern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Assn.
Petersburg Vessel Owners Assn.
Purse Seine Vessel Owners Assn
Seafood Producers Cooperative
Southeast Herring Conservation Alliance
Southeast Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Assn.
Southeast Alaska Seiners Association
Southern Southeast Regional Aquaculture Assn.
United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters

Gulf of Alaska & Southcentral 
Alaska Whitefish Trawlers Assn.
Area M Seiners Association
Cape Barnabas, Inc.
Concerned Area "M" Fishermen
Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association
Cordova District Fishermen United
Kenai Peninsula Fishermen Assn.
Kodiak Crab Alliance Cooperative
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Assn.
Kodiak Seiners Assn.
Northwest Setnetters Association
North Pacific Fisheries Association
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corp
Valdez Fisheries Development Association



• Administration
• AK Legislature
• ADFG
• CFEC
• ASMI
• Board of Fish
• DEC

• Congress
• NMFS/NOAA
• USCG
• North Pacific Fisheries Management 

Council
• International Pacific Halibut 

Commission
• USDA
• DEC



Alaska wrote a sustainability mandate into its constitution in 1959. 
Alaska arguably has the best managed fisheries in the world 
through State, Federal and international agencies working with input 
through a science-based public process.

Alaska’s fisheries are seasonal and dynamic, and effective 
management as well as funding for that management is critical. 
The seafood industry is one of the most heavily regulated 
industries in Alaska. 

The science-based and cautious approach includes shutdowns when 
the returns are low – and if the research and stock surveys are 
not able to be funded. Closures caused by a lack of field data 
unnecessarily cost reductions in income for fishery participants –
and for the state’s general fund.

• Major fishery management bodies and organizations:

• Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G)

• Alaska Board of Fisheries

• Commercial Fishery Entry Commission (CFEC)

• National Marine Fisheries Service

• North Pacific Fishery Management Council

• International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC-treaty)

• Pacific Salmon Commission (PSC-treaty)



•Seafood is a diverse industry. Both fishing businesses 
and processors range from large corporations to family 
businesses and sole proprietors.  

•Over 80 different commercial seafood species are 
fished in Alaska, caught by over 6,500 boats and 
processed at 120 shoreside plants.  

•Seafood directly employs more workers than any other 
private sector industry in Alaska and is the foundation 
of many rural communities providing 60,000 direct 
jobs in Alaska

•Seafood is Alaska’s top export.  Approximately 5.7 
billion pounds of seafood worth $2.0 billion was 
harvested annually in 2017/2018.  Processors turned 
this harvest into 2.8 billion pounds of product worth 
$4.7 billion. 
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COVID 
Disruptions to 
Alaska Seafood 
Harvesters, 
Processors, and 
Coastal 
Communities

Widespread closures of 
food service sector

Shipping Disruptions

Added costs for harvesters 
and processors



Halibut and 
Sablefish

• Most affected 
fisheries because 
they rely on 
foodservice 
market and 
seasons opened at 
beginning of the 
pandemic

Salmon

• Shipping 
disruptions made 
it difficult and 
more sepsnive to 
get seafood to 
market

Alaska Pollock

• Added costs for 
harvesters and 
processors 
working to ensure 
safety 





OBI Seafoods Wood 
River Plant-
Dillingham







Moving 
Forward 

Without any COVID-19 emergency orders in place 
in the State of Alaska, commercial fishermen are no 
longer required to comply with Mandate 17, but 
that does not mean everything is back to normal

We are still advocating for safe COVID-19 practices 
including vaccination, quarantining, safe practices, 
and common sense

Keeping communities and our crews safe and 
healthy is of upmost importance to us and will 
continue to be to a high priority



Frances Leach, Executive Director
United Fishermen of Alaska
director@ufa-fish.org
907-586-2820

mailto:director@ufa-fish.org
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