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1. Mine assessments underestimate risk

2. Mine permitting often relies on mitigations that 
lack verification in the field

3. There is a need for increased independence, 
transparency, and peer-reviewed science





Open pits = low-grade ore

2,200 pounds of mined rock yields about 0.02 ounces of gold 



23,520 pounds of rock removed from the earth = my wedding ring





2011



Construction begins May 2012



Regular production begins June 2015



2020

Canadian Dam Association Consequence 
classification = “Very High”

• Significant loss or deterioration of critical 
fish or wildlife habitat

• Restoration or compensation in kind possible 
but impractical

Open pits

Tailings



https://flbs.umt.edu/newflbs/media/2120/xb_monitoring_data_brief_19oct2020.pdf

Objective
“…describe and reference recently collected government data and 
identify potential information gaps.”

Conclusion
“…monitoring efforts tend to be concentrated in small areas of each 
watershed or relatively short-term in effort… Therefore, monitoring 
the environmental health of the AK-BC transboundary region will 
require a commitment to longer term data collection across a broader 
number of sites than currently exists.”

Government entities conducting 
monitoring in AK-BC transboundary 
watersheds include:

• Alaska Dept. of Env. Con.
• BC Ministry of Env. and CC Strat.
• Taku River Tlingit First Nation
• Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game
• Water Survey of Canada
• Central Council Tlingit Haida
• US Geological Survey

https://flbs.umt.edu/newflbs/media/2120/xb_monitoring_data_brief_19oct2020.pdf











