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Presentation Notes
Photo is of the McLaughlin Youth Center in Anchorage, which has 35 detention beds and 75 treatment beds (http://dhss.alaska.gov/djj/Pages/Facilities/myc.aspx)
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Matt Davidson, Social Services Program Officer, Division of Juvenile Justice
Samantha Cherot, Public Defender’s Office 
Kaci Schroeder, Legislative Liaison for Criminal Law


1. Closes a loophole for sexual abuse of minors

* Daniel Carey case in 2017
— DJJ staff sustained an inappropriate sexual relationship with a juvenile under DJJ supervision.

— Carey was acquitted because a judge found that sexual abuse of a minor statute does not explicitly list DJJ
staff as "being in a position of authority” over DJJ youth.

e Section6

— Clarifies that DJJ staff are in a position of authority over minors in their custody.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
New definition of juvenile probation officer, page 15 of the bill, gives them the powers of probation officer over minors under the court’s jurisdiction.
Updated definition is also referenced in regard to sexual assault in the third degree, when a probation/parole officer engages in sexual penetration with someone on probation/parole. 

Section 6 makes DJJ staff liable for charges of sexual abuse of a minor in the 1st, 2nd, and 4th degree.  


2. Updates

Definitions

* Repeals

Youth Counselors

Juvenile Detention Home
Youth Detention Facility
Correctional School
Juvenile Work Camp
Juvenile Probation Officers

Correctional School

e Amends

Juvenile Detention Facility

Minor

* New Definitions

Juvenile Treatment Facility

— Temporary Secure Juvenile Holding Area

Juvenile Probation Officers
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Comprehensive list of changes in definitions and terminology. 


Repeals

“Youth Counselors,” Section 26

— The position of “Youth Counselors” has not existed within
DJJ since 2003. The duties described under this section do
not apply to facility staff but to probation officers.

“Juvenile Probation Officers,” Section 3

— Inaccurate definition limiting to officers with individuals 18
or 19 years of age in their custody

— Corrected with new definition in Section 26.

“Juvenile Detention Home,” “Youth Detention
Facility,” “"Correctional School,” "An Institution”
and “Juvenile Work Camp,” Sections 1, 10, 11,
12,13, 19, 20, 32 and 34

— All are repealed and replaced with “juvenile detention

facility” and “juvenile treatment facility” for accuracy
and consistency.




e "Minor,” Section 30

— Amends the definition of minor to include a person
who was under 18 at the time they committed an
offense and is subject to the jurisdiction of DJJ.

— If a minor commits an offense then turns 18
after, they will remain in DJJ's custody.

* "Juvenile Detention Facility,” Sections 29
Amended  .ndy
Definitia ns — Corrects the definition to be a secure facility

for the detention of delinquent minors under
DJJ custody.

— The current definition limits it to separate
quarters within a city jail, some communities
do not have such a jail suitable for juveniles
and use other facilities.




* “Juvenile Treatment Facility,” Section 31

— Current statute refers to “juvenile treatment institutions”, however
Z \/ e w DJJ has expressed that this terminology is not reflective of the
facilities they currently operate.

Definitions

* “"Temporary Secure Juvenile Holding Area,” Section 31

— DJJ has been operating with a list of temporary secure holding areas
in various communities throughout the state.

e “Juvenile Probation Officers,” Section 26

— There is no accurate definition for “juvenile probation officers” under
current statute. Section 24 repeals the definition for “youth
counselors” and replaces it with an updated definition for “juvenile

probation officers”, affording them powers of a probation officer
and describing their duties.
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Over 30 temporary secure holding areas across the state. DJJ partners with local law enforcement, provides training and tracks compliance on these holding areas. the map shows some, not all, of the “temporary secure holding areas.” DJJ works with the a variety of entities to ensure compliance with federal law related to holding juveniles securely. 



* Section 5: Clarifies that employees of juvenile
treatment institutions and juvenile and adult

3 C d o fro d probation officers qualify as legal guardians.

. O lfle * Sections 16 and 18: Provides juvenile probation
; officers with the authority to file amended and

BeSt PraCtlceS supplemental petitions, and clarifies that for

juveniles this duty falls upon juvenile probation

officers, not adult probation officers.

* Sections 24-25: Clarifies that the authority to
arrest and detain minors rests with juvenile, not
adult, probation officers.
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Private exposure” occurs when an individual exposes their body or part of their body under circumstances where they would reasonably believe that they would not be viewed or photographed. Under AS 11.61.123(e), this does not include the exposure of a person’s body or body parts in a law enforcement facility, correctional facility, designated treatment facility, or juvenile detention facility. 	



3. Codified

Best Practices

Section 27: Adds “secure residential psychiatric
treatment centers” to the list of facilities from
which, when a juvenile is released, victims will
receive notification.

Section 28: Corrects language authorizing the
department to disclose confidential information
related to an adjudicated offense, rather than the
offense the minor was “alleged to have
committed.”

Section 40: Adds juvenile probation officers, DJJ
office staff, and staff of juvenile facilities to the list
of mandatory reporters of child abuse or neglect.

Section 41: Repeals revocation of juvenile driver
licenses for offenses involving a controlled
substance that were handled informally by the
division.
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26 – current statute says the department may disclose confidential information regarding offenses juveniles are alleged to have committed. Section 26 changes this to offenses for which the minor was adjudicated delinquent. 

39 - In 2016 the requirement to revoke drivers’ licenses for adjudicated delinquents was repealed by SB 165, as the revocation was a result of possession, not driving related offenses. As a result of the requirement, juveniles in possession of controlled substances could lose their privilege to hold a driver’s license in the future, regardless of whether the juvenile committed a driving offense. SB 165 repealed revocation for adjudicated delinquents but failed to repeal revocation for offenses informally handled by the division, creating an issue of equal protection as this resulted in harsher penalties for a cases in which there is no proven guilt. 


Closes a loophole of the sexual abuse of

minors

In

Sum mary’ Updates terms and definitions pertaining
HB 1 1 6,' to DJJ facilities and staff

Codifies best practices to improve the
division’s ability to complete their mission




Bethel youth facility

QUESTIONS?
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Photo is of the Bethel Youth facility, which has 12 detention beds and 5 treatment beds (http://dhss.alaska.gov/djj/Pages/Facilities/byf.aspx)
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