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Native peoples and Tribes have existed 1n the
Americas from time immemorial.

oBefore the coming of the
selfgover ning sovereign pol
-John v. BakeAlaska Supreme Court



What are Tribes?

® Domestic Dependent Nations

& Inherent powers and authorities with self-governance of internal
affairs, e.g. type of government; tribal membership

& Tribes exercise all powers, unless those powers have been
expressly limited by Congress.

& Regulate matters pertaining to tribal members, e.g. taxes,
property, members’ conduct

® Immune from lawsuits

& Tribes are not state or local governments; political subdivisions
or agencies or instrumentalities of the federal or state
governments; tax exempt organizations
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Brief History of
the Relationship
Between Tribes
and the United

States
Government
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