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Trust Authority

February 24, 2021

Senator Gary Stevens
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, AK g9801
Sent via email

Re: Support for Senate Bill 19
Dear Senator Stevens,

The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority supports SB19, extending the sunset date for the
Special Education Service Agency (SESA), which is governed by one of the Trust’s statutory
advisors: The Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education.

The Trust’s mission is to improve the lives and circumstances of our beneficiaries: which
include Alaskans who experience intellectual and/or developmental disabilities. The Trust
recognizes the Special Education Services Agency (SESA) as a key service-provider for
Alaskans experiencing disabilities, and partners with them in supporting the unique needs
of young beneficiaries, their educators, and their families in accordance with federal law.

Among the important work performed by the agency, SESA operates the Alaska Autism
Resource Center and other effective projects which provide training, resources and support
to school districts and families on behalf of students experiencing autism.

In addition, SESA services save school districts and the State money by centralizing and
allocating specialized technical assistance statewide, particularly for those rural and remote
districts with limited resources and higher per-student costs.

The Trust supports reauthorization of SESA to June 30, 2029 to ensure continuity of
services for Alaskan students with disabilities, especially those in rural and remote areas of
the state.

We very much appreciate your leadership on this important legislation and urge its timely
passage into law.

Sincerely,

e

Michael K. Abbott,
Chief Executive Officer
The Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
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% LSA Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Letter os Support for SESA

Peter Hawkins <peter_hawkins@Iksd.org> Tue, Feb 2, 2021 at 11:27 AM
To: ppillai@sesa.org

Dear Pairick:

I would like to take a moment and let you know how much we appreciate Angel and her
work and advocacy for our Visually Impaired student. Without the help of Angel, her
expertise and the support that SESA provides we would be at a serious loss here in our
remote school to be able to provide the appropriate services to this student.

Thank yau again for your continued efforts on our behalf.

Peter Hawkins

Site Acr-inistrator
Nuniwarmiut School
Mekoryuk Alaska

hnps:;im:liLgungle_comfmmlfulﬂ'!ik=tld6a25152c&wcw:pt&scmhmll&p:mmgnd:msg-l“kSAlfﬁliﬁl6655324067866&simpl=msg-f‘hmIﬁ906l6655.124067866 it
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Iditared Arven Seliool District
1O Box W
MeGrath, AR Q07

Patrick Pillai. Executive Director
Special Education Service Agency (SESA)
3501 Denali Street. Anchorage AK 99503

February 1. 2021

Dear Mr. Pillai.

We. the Iditarod Area School District Special Education Department. want to et you
know how much we appreciate the services that SESA provides. As special educators in a rural
and remote Alaskan school district, we depend on the additional support by specialists that IASD
are unable to employ (e.g., Emotional Disabilities, DHOH, Autism Specialists, etc.)

SESA provides consuliation and training to meet the unique educational needs of students
with disabiiities. They meet with us, the teachers, parents, medijcal providers, and students;
providing a weallh of practical information to assist the children with unique and challenging
needs 1o succeed and reach their goals. In non-Covid years, SESA specialists will often travel to
remote village schools with our special education team. This year, like us. they are utilizing
remote interaction to maintain student assistance and continue to provide much needed support.

We fuiiy endorse the continued efforts of SESA. This program is vital to the future
aciievements of siudents with disabilities across rural Alaska. School Districts would be hard-
pressed 1 (!l the shoes of SESA werc they not to continue.

Sincerely.,

sy V12855 UL
Casey D MeCamy Joni McCarty
Special Education Coordinator Itinerant Special Education Teacher
Iditarod Area School District Iditarod Area School District
cmccarty @iditarodsd.org jmecarty@iditarodsd.org

007.524.1230 907-524-1230
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I odial Island Borough School District
Peterson Elementary School
722 Mill Bay Road
Kodiak, AK 99615
(907) 481-6400

Fekruiary 1, 2021
To Whom It May Concern,

The {odiak Island Borough School District Special Services Department would like to take
this opportunity to submit a letter of support on behalf of the Special Education Service
Agency (SESA). SESA provides critical support for students, families, teams and teachers in

our districr,

Ther= are several challenges facing special eaucation deparunents around the state and
one ou. greatest sirengths and assets is SESA. SESA provides critical support to teachers
anc Leams witn studeats who experience low incidence disabilities. They provide a level of
professional expertise that districts around the state require in order to support students.

In Alaska, ail schcou districts face challenges related to supporting students with disabilities
in remote and rural communities, The reality is that we struggle to extend resources and
deve!dp expertise 1n order to provide high-quality services 1o every child in our state. It is
only througn the leadership and support that SESA provides to our district that we are able
to accomplish this goal. We think of SESA as cur ultimate support team. When working
witn new to career teachers that support is immeasurable. The professionals that work for

3EZ! sre steliar

As = veteran speciat education teacher, | can personally say that the support SESA provided
to 1& when [ was early to career played a crucial part in my longevity in the profession.
love heing 2 spacial equcator and | am a locaily rooted in my island community but being a
spec al educator is 2 very challenging job. One of things that makes it hard is the
expectatior that you are supposed to be an expert on all things related to disability. We
often say tnat it tzies a village to raise a chila and that resonates deeply here is Kodiak.
whzt I know is that it also takes a village and strong support network to develop special
eduration teathers who will develop and become confident while providing stability to our
stucents ana famuies. Part of reteation of teachers is directly correlated to this support.

A3 37 aGm.ISUraLr who reciitits around the country, on benalf of our district | can tell you
tha. yactof why | can confidentiy bring new to career teachers to Kodiak is because we
x:0 o+ chal SESA i71m our network of support. Piease know that SESA is part of the bigger
aicr.ve cor alasxz. They are helping us to recruit and retain staff in positions that are as
4iifzult «o fill as they are to actually do.



The Kodiak Island Borough School District relies on the support of SESA ta deliver high
quality services to all of students in our district. Their comprehensive support services
within the community of Kodiak and surrounding villages is critical to the success of our
students and teachers. It is without reservation that we support and commend this
invaluable program for their tireless and outstanding work within our community.
Piease reach out with any questions you may have.

Sincerely, . y y
L/ : AN
ful (Zﬁ’\-’-’

Kimberlee Saunders

Assistant Director of Special Services
Kodiak Island Borough School District
722 Mill Bay Rd.

Koaiak, AK 99615

407 539-7222

Saan e uled e g gy o




PETERSBURG

ALASKA

Petersburg School District

laine Selieve, Achive

February 1, 2021

To the Alaska Legislature:

My name is Bridget Wittstock, and [ have been the Special Education Coordinator for
the Petersburg School District for over 20 years. I was born and raised in Petersburg,
and this is my 30t year working in the Petersburg School District in Special Education.
Throughout my career in special education, our school district has relied on the Special
Education Service Agency, or SESA, as a partner for serving our most severe and
complicated students. SESA has always delivered.

Special Education is a demanding, difficult field, and there is 2 perpetual shortage of
qualified teachers, related services professionals, and paraprofessionals. Each student
with special needs is very unique, and although most students respond to research-
based, best practice curriculum and direct teaching strategies, there are some students
who require more intensive, extensive programs. Rural and remote towns and villages
are presented with great challenges to keep up with the most current, most effective
curriculum, assistive technology and teaching strategies. It is also difficult to attract
and retain high quality special education teachers in these rural sites. This is where
SESA’s support comes in and dramatically assists in the creation of excellent programs
for our students, SESA also provides on-going support as students’ needs change.

The State of Alaska’s support of SESA is critical for the continued quality programming
and support of our most intense, most vuinerable population of students in our state.
Without SESA’s support, districts would be left on their own to research and develop
quality programs for these low-incidence, special populations. Please continue to
support this incredibly effective and critical agency that is fundamental to the
education of our most vulnerable student population. Thank you for your time. We
appreciate your support and dedication to our Alaskan students and families.

Sincerely, '
N I&@d«a:’u‘).(,t@hd;
Bridgetr Wittstock

Special Education Coordinator
Petersburg School District

P.0.Box 289 Petersburg, Alaska 99833-0289

Telephone/Fax: 877-5226-7656 website: www.pcsd.us
Erica Kludt-Painter, Superintendent



2/1/21
Dear Alaska Legisiature

I am Gail Greenhalgh. | have worked with SESA staff over the last 20 years throughout the state
in my capacity as Special Education Coordinator. SESA staff have provided training specific to
district and student needs, provided specific information to parents, provided materials and
research to assist with programming needs. | have always found SESA staff to be
knowledgeable, available and creative, especially with small remote sites.

Many times, | have felt at a loss as to how to proceed to set up training or support for students
and staff with very few resources. SESA has always come through with creative ways to assist
and engage students or to assist with awareness of behavioral and social/emotional strategies,
The training sessions offered are great for new staff and a refresher for those who have been
around for a while. | appreciate the variety of resources and availability of the lending library.

i have been working with Meriah Cory (multiple disabilities specialist from SESA) for the past
several years and this year she has done amazing things using distance support. Meriah has
consistently been the point person for teachers to gain a better understanding of how to
reframe or refocus the structure of the classroom, curriculum and interventions to create a
nroductive and engaging program. Without Meriah’s expertise and approachable manner we
would not have been able to communicate and implement the needed interventions and
supports, Meriah is our one constant in the every changing COvID world. Without her positive
support and willingness to enlighten and educate staff it would have been impossible to
provide the services to support students during this difficult time.

Thank you SESA for years of relevant and consistent support

Gail Greenhalgh
Aleutian Regional School District
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AK-CASE
February 2021 A SpecinEducaton

RE: Special Education Service Agency {SESA) Reauthorization

To Whom it May Concern:
On behalf of the Alaska Council of Administrators of Special Education (AK-CASE}, | am writing to provide a

recommendation as you consider reauthorization of Special Education Service Agency (SESA). AK-CASE is a professional
association comprised of over 45 special education administrators and passionate special educators in Alaska dedicated
to advancing the success of students with exceptionalities which accomplishes its mission through advocacy, standards,

and professional development.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input as the status of low incidence disability support for special educators is
imperative. SESA has provided a positive impact across the state, services that are vital ta helping meet the needs with
low incidence disabilities. Training and suppart from SESA is respansive and creative In their methads to support each

district,

Specifically, I ask you to address the following requests:
¢ Reauthorize SESA- Special education staff have received much needed in-district, off-site, tele-presence, and
web-based trainings to help meet the needs of students with low incidence disabilities. It is mission critical for

districts serving a variety of needs.
® |ncrease Funding- As Alaska experiences special education teacher shortage, we need SESA more than ever, The

shortage results In high turn-over and typically brings in more novice teachers with less experience with low
incidence disabilities all which influence student services.

Thank you for your efforts to put forth a comprehensive reauthorization that supports special educators so that Alaskan
children with low incidence disabilities can thrive. If you have any questions or require additional information about cur

recommendations, al2ass contact Shawn Bernard, AK-CASE President at berngrd shawn@asdkl2.ore or 907-602-2871.

Sincerely,
7

kT

hawn A, Bernard

President
Alaskz Council of Administrators of Special Education {AK-CASE)

Presidant- Shawn Barnarg Secretary- Jassie Towarak
Prasident Elect- Jessie Towarak Treasure- Tarry Manning

|
[
wd
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Fwd: Letter to Alaska Legislature

Angelique Black <ablack@sesa.org> Mon, Feb 1, 2021 at 7:37 AM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>, Olivia Yancey <oyancey@sesa.org>

Good Morning! One last letter of support!

Angel Black, M.S.Ed., TSVI, COMS
Alaska Deaf-Blind Project Coordinator
ablack@sesa.org

907.334.1300

Skype ~ ablack_sesa

e Forwarded message ---------

From: Kenneth Gaylord <kenneth_gaylord@lksd.org>
Date: Sat, Jan 30, 2021 at 12:16 PM

Subject: Letter to Alaska Legislature

To: Angelique Black <ablack@sesa.org>

Dear Alaska Legislature

I am Kenneth Gaylord, an itinerant special education teacher in the rural Lower
Kuskokwim School District (LKSD). The Special Education Service Agency (SESA) has
been an invaluable resource to me since the first day | started teaching in Alaska. SESA
has provided services that | wouldn't have been able to have access to had they not
existed. I'd like to request that the legislature consider to continue to fund SESA and

their endeavors.

| personally have needed their assistance on a monthly basis when | was teaching in one
of the remote village schools. Being a rural schoot district, we don't have many of the
same specialists the larger school districts on the road system have. | worked with a
student who is 100% visually impaired. Our district doesn't have any specialists to assist
students with this disability. SESA provided services and resources that proved
invaluable. They gave training to myself and my students 1:1 aide. They provided
books and materials in Brailie as well as a machine to create our own Braille materials.
Training in how to use these resources was also provided. Their wonderful professionals
also came out to our site and taught the student, their aide, and myself techniques for

https://mail google com 'mail m7ik=Nd6a25252 & view=pld&scarch=all & permmsgid=msp (F3A 1 6905] 15155870690 78& simpl=msg %3A 169051 1545587069078 13
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the student to properly use a cane. We created videos of this encounter for future use
and referenced them often. Had it not been for SESA none of these opportunities would
have existed. The student would have been limited to what | was able to research and
learn on my own.

While viorking T *-2 viliage | was alsc able to benefit from their Autism and Multiple
Disebiit'=s t2am spzcialists. These specialists also provided invaluabie experience and
knowidadge that is unavailable in our district. Our team and myself needed their expertise
in werking specificzlly with students who have Autism and Fetal Alcohol Syndrome.
Ther exparts ware able to fecommend to us daily routines and schedules that showed
immecizte rasytte o~d nesitive experiences i our students educational environment.
They r-: fdad rzi="ng %o our a'des ang ryseif on best practices to support our current
studaris ard *hcse vho Tay yet see. Without their help, our students would not have
shewr. “ha t-ame= 4~ ;s crowth and progress they did during the school year.

I Bzve 2ivze Szraisnad to werk 28 &r itiner2nt specizl education teacher for LKSD. I'm
resasr='e fo - vinirg with 10 differer? schools end their special education
denorir-2ys. Mar Y avery o~e of those schools continues to utilize the resources and
expertise from SESA. I've continued to work with SESA specialists in my new role and
car see the imnzs: that they have made and continue to make on a daily basis in our
scheale. Ths freining, “escinces, ard vie'ts thav offer to individual schools has had a

lzsiing "~nz st am 2ur echool distriat

Thar!s i stz tha time to read v 'etier as you consider the reauthorization of
SES* Ttz art-= state espsdially ths rurel areas, benefit from SESA and their
8€7vinz~ Plagsz <24t s 83 g the wonderful programs and assistance that SESA
offars

Rzzy i
Kerresth Gaviord

Special Education Itinerant
Lewer Kuskokwim School District
(907) 5434877 Work

(907) 737-2229 Celi
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Fwd: Support letter

Angelique Black <ablack@sesa.org> Wed, Jan 27, 2021 at 3:03 PM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>, Olivia Yancey <oyancey@sesa.org>

Hello . . . I'm forwarding a short note of recommendation from a paraprofessional in
Mekoryuk,

Angel Black, M.S.Ed., TSVI, COMS
Alaska Deaf-Blind Project Coordinator
ablack@sesa.org

907.334.1300
Skype ~ ablack_sesa

-------- Forwarded message ------—-

From: Patricia Williams <patricia_williams@lksd.org>
Date: Wed, Jan 27, 2021 at 2:49 PM

Subject: Support letter

To: Angelique Black <ablack@sesa org>

To Whom it may concern;

I am an Intensive Needs Aide 1 and works for Nuniwarmiut Schools at Lower
Kuskokwim School District. I teach Braille reading and writing to one of our
students that is censidered legally blind.

SESA has supported me by providing materials and resources. I am very thankful
to SESA for so much and by helping me and supporting me in teaching Braille to this

student.

Quyanal
Thank youl!

Patricia R. Williams
Intensive Needs Aide |

hups “mail google com/mailin 07ik=0d6a25252c& v iew=pidiscarch=all& permms gid =nisp. 19 3A 169008662 1 940620600& simpl=msg-1%3I A 1 6900R662 | 930620600 172
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Fwd: SESA

Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org> Mon, Jan 25, 2021 at 2:31 PM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

et Forwarded message ------—- -
From: Samuel Crow <SCrow@avcp.org>
Date: Mon, Jan 25, 2021 at 9:40 AM
Subject: RE: SESA

To: Angelique Black <ablack@sesa org>

Aidan is plugging along, thank you for checking in.

Here is a draft statement of support;

I remember last year when my son fell in love with basketball after we watched an NBA
game. He never really considered joining a sport where his vision would make him stand
out. But he loved the game, and after some thought and talk, he decided it was what he
wanted to do: my sixth grader wanted to join basketball.

When he made up his mind to join the elementary basketbail team, the first person |
reached out to was Angel Biack at SESA. She has helped Aidan and his schools since
he started kindergarten. Although her visits were months apart, she built a trusting
relationship with both Aidan and !. She has, over the years, helped Aidan develop skills
and strategies to help him engage in the world around him, despite his visual
limitations. Angel and SESA, over the years, have provided us with devices and tools to
help Aidan access his school work. She has worked both as a supporter of ours in
Aidan’s schools; working hand in hand with his schools SPED staff, as well as an
advocate. SESA and Angel have been there for Aidan when his schools did not fully
support his visual needs. Even today, Ange! is both offering guidance and support to
Aidan's school. Her partnership with Aidan’s schools have led to many positive
outcomes, both academic as well as social.

So when Aidan decided to be very brave and join a sport, SESA and Angel were right
there with him. The visual strategies and skills Angel was a part or building helped Aidan
be a full participant, despite his limitations. From SESA and Angel, both Aidan and |
have confidence and know he can succeed, despite his visual limitations,

i

https /'mail google com/maif u/D ’ikzﬂdmlib‘lc&vic\\':pl&scarch:nll&pcrmmsgnd:msg #TIA-5851546954053512 187 & dsqt=1 &simpl=mse a% I Ar-5853546054 2
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GOvERNOR MIKE DUNLEAVY Governor's Council on Disabilities
& Special Education

Anchorage

550 west 7h Ave,, Suite 1230
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Main: 907.269 8970

Fax: 907.269.8995

January 8, 2021

RE: Support the reauthorization of the Special Education Service Agency (SESA) as recommended by
the legislative audit report

To Whom it May Concern:

The Alaska Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education {the Council) serves as the
Special Education Advisory Panel (SEAP) and the Interagency Coordinating Council (ICC) for Alaska as
required under Parts B and C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Council members
are former special education students, parents of students with disabilities, special education teachers,
school administrators, staff from the Department of Education & Early Development (DEED), and others
involved in the early intervention and education of infants, toddlers, and students with disabilities. The
Council also fulfills the responsibilities of the majority of the Governing Board for the Special Education

Service Agency (SESA).

The Legislative Committee and the Executive Committee of the Council appreciate this opportunity
to support the reauthorization of the SESA as recommended by the legislative audit report. Below we
have addressed the potential advantages to the SESA reauthorization for the state.

Alaska's schools are severely understaffed with special education teachers and specialized
instructional support aids. Demand for highly qualified personnel as well as unfunded positions are
growing these shortages, impeding the ability of students with disabilities to reach their full academic
potential. Lack of qualified staff also hinders the work of districts to prepare all students to be college and
career ready. SESA's low incidence disabilities (LID) program and grants provided education
specialists who are involved with many aspects of K-12 education and professional development of
teachers. The agency's outreach services help improve outcomes for students with disabilities, provide
staff with customized professional development, promote retention of teachers through provision of much
needed training, create networks and communities for teachers in rural environments, and assist districts
in maintaining compliance and building local capacity in areas of need. For example, in Alaska, the
shortage of special education teachers has led to designing alternative licensure to encourage individuals
with bachelor's degrees, outside the field of education, to become special education teachers. SESA
assists these new teachers when they are placed in classrooms — schools contact SESA to bridge the
learning gap. Thus, SESA’s on-site and distance delivered services to teachers allow for improved
student achievement, decreased teacher burnout, and assist districts to stay in compliance with the
requirements of special education law.



In addition, school districts are limited in their resources to hire special education teachers with
endorsements in every area of disability experienced by their students. SESA provides considerable
savings in meeting this need: the agency's current core funding for the low incidence disability program
($2.4 million) if divided by 54 school districts — averages $44,444 per district for a district with 12
schools. That will potentially allocate $3,703 per school. Just one full-time teaching position will cost a
district at least $80,000, and most often will bring an endorsement in only one area of special education
or a generic special education degree. With SESA as a resource, schools enjoy special education
support inclusive of specialist endorsement in specific disability categories, which is an IDEA requirement
for oversight of school programs for students with disabilities. The Alaska Legislative Audit Report
indicates that schools see value in SESA services, favor staff availability, and expertise. The audit also
points out SESA's efficiency: the agency handles an increased (by 63 percent) caseload without
increasing LID statutory funding level that remained at its prior (2013) level. The SESA is scheduled to
sunset June 30, 2021 unless reauthorized. The Council supports the reauthorization of SESA to June 30,
2029, to meet critical needs for educational services in rural Alaska. If SESA’s services were not
available, families would be impacted throughout Alaska's rural communities.

More information about SESA’s work can be found at: hitps://sesa.org/

Senator Gary Stevens introduced a prefile bill relating to SESA, SB 19: Extending the special education
service agency; and providing for an effective date. A House companion prefile bill was also introduced
by Representative Story, HB 43: Extending the termination date of the special education service agency,
and providing for an effeclive date.

Respectfully,

Legislative Committee
Executive Committee
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Tracy Culbert <tracy.culbert@ideafamilies.org> Tue, Oct 22, 2019 at 10:20 AM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Hi Patrick-l adjusted one sentence. Please use the feedback right below

Even though districts receive Intensive Funding it doesn’t cover the cost of a low incidence specialist nor
does it cover all the costs of an IN student in the case of a correspondence schoot, that doesn't receive
intensive funding for their students, they definitely need access to SESA services because they still have to
provide the services without special education funding. SESA is a necessity for the smaller districts that may
only have one low incident student

{Quoted text hidden]

hitps. 'mail google.commail/u/07ik=0d6a25252c& view =puscarch=all&permmsgid=msg-%IA 16481196756867 194 14& simpl=msg-[F3A 1648 | 196756863 | 9414 Hed
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Debbie Treece <dtreece@chugachschools.com> Wed, Oct 2, 2019 at 9:39 AM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Hi Patrick,

Sorry for the delay in responding - your email got buried with the beginning of the year
inbox flood!

Why is there a need for SESA services since school districts receive intensive funding?
As the Special Education Director for a rural remote school district, the support of SESA
for our staff to provide ongoing education for our students with the greatest needs is
invaluable. SESA specialists provide specialized training, resources, and ongoing
support to our teachers, students and families that demonstrate low incidence
challenges. Without SESA support, our rural/remote staff would not have the unique
support and training from educators that understand the challenges and successes that
students with intensive needs bring each day.

disclaimer: current SESA Board Member/Officer - CASE representative

Thanks!
Debbie

Debbie Treece

Executive Director of Student Services
Chugach Schoaol District
907-£22-7400 (office)

907-522-3399 (fax)

907-575-8702 {work cell)
direece@chugachschools com

Or Aug 30, 2019, at 3:25 PM, Patrick Pillai <pplilai@sesa.org> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]

htps:/ muk gougle com'mail u/0Tik=Ud6225252c& view =pt&search=al & permmspid=msg-FH3A 1640304 163476573 1BO&simpl=msg-I%IA1646304163476573150 1
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Jessie Towarak <jtowarak@bssd.org> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 11:57 AM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Good morning,

We are very appreciative for SESA's services over the past years. Serving in a district
with 15 villages that span across 77,000 square miles (the size of Minnesota and North
Dakota combined), it can be challenging to provide all of the services needed for
students with low-incidence disabilities. Having an agency with dedicated people to
serve this category of students under unique circumstances is necessary. SESA
specialist have provided on-site training to teachers, parapros, and also help to facilitate
very important conversations with IEP teams including parents. Specialists have that
specialist knowledge that only they possess and seek to provide that understanding to

the teams on the ground.

Our district has enough challenges in finding highly-qualified Special Education teachers
to fill our vacancies here in rural Alaska. It would be even more difficult to find specialists
in these low-incidence disability areas to choose to relocate to small villages which tend
to be isolated for most. Our Special Education teachers do it all---they serve every
disability area and most only have general knowledge of low-incidence disability areas.
Our teachers often require these services and training opportunities from the specialist

provided by SESA.

We are very thankfu! for SESA and the dedicated professionals who assist us in
providing the hest education for our students in the Bering Strait School District. We are
in full support of the continuation of these services for our students in Rural Alaska.

Thark yo

Jessie Towarak

Ccoordinator of Special Education
Bering Strait School! District
Unalakleet, Alaska

(807) 737-2420 Cali

(807) 624.4278 Office

email: j’ swzvek@bssa.org

Skype [D: jessicpetersen

FeRR A R ok ok e At de v e Rt e ok ke s o ek

https ' miuil. gougle com/mailuil) ik =0d6n235252c& views= pi&scarch=alt& permmsgid=msg-I73A 1633685529880673 1 26& simpl=msg-{B3A | 641685529880674] 26 12
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Norma Holmgaard <nholmgaard@pelicanschool.org> Sun, Sep 8, 2019 at 4:00 PM

To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Although we do get additional funding for intensive students, this is only one student in

our district. The additional funding doesn't come close to covering the costs of providing
educational and related services to this student and quality support for the family who is
also learning to address the needs of these very special children. Without SESA support,

this student and our district would be lost.

On Fri, Aug 30, 2019 at 3:25 PM Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden!

Norma J. Holmgaard, Superintendent
Pelican City School District

P.O Box 90

Pelican, AK 99832

(907) 735-2236

The contents of this email and any attachments to it may contain privileged and confidential information, This information is only for the

viewing or use of the intended recipient(s). If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, topying,
distribution or use of, or the taking of any action in reliance upon, the information contained In this e-mail, or any of the attachments to
this e-mail, is strictly prohibited and that this e-mail and all of the attachments to this e-mail, if any, must be immediately returned or

destroyed and, in either case, this e-mail and all attachments to this e-mait must be immediately deleted from your computer without

making any capies hereof,
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Clayton Holland <CHolland@kpbsd.k12.ak.us> Sat, Sep 7, 2019 at 1:41 PM
To: Patrick Piilai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Hi Patrick,

SESA has provided us an invaluable service by providing expertise with students that we when we are
having a hard time determine how to meet the needs of. Even though we are primarily on the road system,
and have access 1o more supports than many locattons in Alaska, we still have students that are a
chailenge for us that SESA is able to provide much needed help. Additionally, SESA also has provided us
with trainings at no cost. Those trainings have included working with students having autism, data

collections, and functional language supports.

Let me know if there is any more information that can be provided or if you would like a formal letter of
support.

Thank you
Clayton
Clayton Holland

Director of Student Support Services, Kenai Peninsula Borough School District

907-714-8881
choliand@kpbsd k12.ak.us

[Quoted text hidden)
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Shaun Streyle <sstreyle@dgsd.us> Thu, Sep 5, 2019 at 1:44 PM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppilai@sesa.org>

"Over the last severat years SESA has provided guidance, support, and materials to our
students with needs beyond the typical struggiing learner. | think the service is
particularly important and useful to teachers and schools who are unfamiliar with a
disability that occur less often or for instructors with little or no experience with a
students' disability and therefore, are unfamiliar with the best methods and materiais to
meet their individual needs. Many SPED teachers, particularly in rural focations, are not
specialized in different disabilities and are left to meet the needs of all their students that
walk through the door. Knowing that there is someone available to reach out to provide
support and resources helps to support our teachers. SESA's staff members' specialized
knowledge of specific disabilities allows staff members to create programs to enhance a
students learning and create a more positive learning environment. SESA's library of
resources have provided many useful tools to develop student skills and knowledge
leading to greater independence and positive behavior interventions. SESA's lending
library allows districts to use a wide variety of materials without individual districts
investing the funding. This allows teachers and students an opportunity to work with
materials and decide what works best for their student. | have found SESA to be an
invaluable resource throughout my years in Alaska. | have found their suggestions
helpful, their materials relevant, and their support invaluable."

This is from our SPED coordinator-—- Dawn Fagenstrom
Thank You

Shaun Streyle
DGSD Superintendent

On Fri, Aug 30, 2019 at 3:25 PM Patrick Piliai <ppiliai@sesa.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Nadene Parshail <nparshall@nomeschools.org> Wed, Sep 4, 2019 at 5:50 PM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

For the schools | have worked in | have found SESA to be the support we needed to gain
more knowledge about the students and their needs. We have had them come out and
do training on certain types of students and they have even helped the aides understand
how to work with the student. There is so much knowledge that is needed to be known
when working with all the different types of students there is no way everyone knows
everything. We wouldn't have been as successful as we were with the students had we
not had the support of SESA. SESA can be a bridge between the parents and the
teachers and schocl. SESA is a fresh set of eyes for the schools and helps us grow in
our ability to help the student. They will work with the parents and help them understand
the neads of the children and how to work with them that benefits the whole family. This
interacticn also helps the student be successful in the school environment. SESA is our
support just as we are the students support. Both supports are needed for success.

Nadene arshall

Special Ecucation Director
Nome Pubtic Schocls
nparshall@nomeschools.org
907-434-2231 Ext. 6208

Cell 937-220-£023

On Fr' Aug 30. 2018 at 3:25 PM Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Ashley Crace <ashley_crace@lksd.org> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 1:05 PM
To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Typically the intensive needs funding amounts are covering the costs of hiring an aide as
well as providing extra supplies and resources that might be more costly than the
average student's needs. Students with various special education needs and various
degrees of intensive needs are spread across 27 different schools in the district. LKSD
relies on SESA and their folks who are specialized in various levels of special education
to work with students with intense needs. We do not have specialist for Autism, Multiple
Disabilities, V1, and HI to name a few. But yet we have students spread across our
district requiring those services, as well as staff members that need support and training
in those areas to help the students they are working with. Without SESA we would
definitely be at a loss, and our student's success rates would decline. Therefore, we
would still benefit from the services we are receiving from SESA to help meet this need
in our remote schools even though we receive intensive needs funding.

Thank you

On Fri, Aug 30, 2019 at 3:25 PM Patrick Pillai <ppiliai@sesa.org> wrote:
[Quoted text hidden]

Ashley Crace

Lower Kuskokwim School District
Director of Special Education
and Early Childhood Education
PO Bex 305

Bethel, AK 89559

(907) 543-4870
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Special Education Service Agency (SESA)

Alesha Ferguson <aleshaferguson@dbsd.org> Tue, Sep 3, 2019 at 12:16 PM

To: Patrick Pillai <ppillai@sesa.org>

Patrick,

The Denali Borough School District needs SESA support in addition to Intensive funding
for many reasons. The largest being only a small number of the students who our district
receives SESA specialist supports from are also Intensively funded students.

Last School year SESA provided Specialist supports to 7 students at DBSD and only 2 of
those students are students who also received intensive funding. Without the support
from SESA for the planning and monitoring of student supports to meet the needs of
those 5 students we probably would have needed to consider intensive service plans for
some of those other students as well. However, with the support from SESA specialists
and access to SESA library materials we were able to determine the true needs of those
students and their programming and behaviors did not escalate to the level that required
applications to the state for intensive needs support. If the District had been in the
position of having to bring in behavior and disability specific individuals to help us build a
program for those students the process of locating specialists and coordinating for them
to visit our sites would have taken large amounts of time and the behaviors of those
students would have potentially escalated in that time to a point that the district would
have no chaice but to provide one to one aides for some of the students and intensive
suppaorts. SESA resources helped the district find tools and techniques that prevented
that escalation, SESA support also helps us conduct FBA’s on students, they also help
us =< w2 worlc to educate parents on the supports needed for their students. There have
been sevaral times when | as a Special Education Director have picked up the phone
and called sna of the SESA specialists for suggestions and support when we were as a
district censidering that a student might end up needing intensive supports and had the
specialist make a suggestion for this studant that no one from our team had thought of
resuiting ‘n a2 complet2 change to the students classroom interactions.

In DBSD it is very rare for us to start working with new student in our district and say “"oh
this student is going to need intensive funding” from the first day that they come into our
care, usually if that happens it is a student who transferred to us from another program
with those supports already in place or it is a student from the early childhood
prograry/child find program with a complex medical history of needs. With other students
it is often after we have attempted 2 series of interventions and supports that we
determine that the student is not responding to and after SESA Specialists from that area
of expertise have come in and worked with the district in attempting to meet the students
needs that the district determines that the IEP needs of the student have reached the
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level of needing intensive services. The result of that is it is often after the October Count
when we as a district see that a student is in need of this high level of support and we do
not receive intensive funding that year for the student yet still we need to provide the
students with supports from experts. The isolated nature of our communities make it
where we do not have readily available to us specialists in Autism, TB!, Emotional
Disturbance, and other less frequently occurring disabilities. Yet when we have them we
need help and that is where SESA steps up and helps us to plan for and meet the needs
of these students.

SESA snecialists support our district via phone conferences and video conferences on a
regular hasis and the specialist makes 1 or 2 trips to the school depending on need each
year. During that visit they provide needed staff and parent training as well as
interactions with the students which help them better support the staff and parents during
those long distance support interactions. Without the supports provided by SESA our
school! district weuld be significantly disadvantaged in our ability to services this small
percentage of our students who have needs above and beyond the other students on our
case lcads but are not at the same level of need as our intensively funded students.

Alesha Farguson

Denali Borough School District

Special Education, Curriculum, State & Federal Program Director
PO Box 280

Hezly, A¥ 89743

alzshafzrguson@dbsd org

Phone (307) £82-2278

Fax (2C7) 683-2514

CONFIZENTIALITY MOTICE: The contents of this email message and any attachments
are interved soizly for the addressee(s) and may contain confidential and/or privileged
information and may be legally protected from disclosure. If you are not the

intended recipient of this message or their agent, or if this message has been
addrasszd 0 you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply email and

then Z2'zie ihis rressage and any sttachments. If you are not the intended recipient, you
are harahby rotifiad that any use, dissemination, copying, or storage of this message or
its 2ttechmeris is stiicty prohibited.

[Qloted lent hidden]
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