
COVID-19 
Update

Alaska Department of Education and Early Development
Dr. Michael Johnson, Commissioner

March 20, 2020



Agenda

· An Excellent Education for Every Student Every Day · 2

INTRODUCTION MAJOR 
EDUCATION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

INDEED: 
COMMUNICATIONS 

& RESOURCES

“HOT TOPICS”

MESSAGE TO OUR 
STUDENTS

Q&A



Introduction

“The only expectation of public education that 
eclipses its responsibility to provide an excellent 
education for every student every day is to take all 
necessary steps to ensure the health and safety of 
every student every day.”
- DEED Memo to Alaska Public School Families and 

Staff, dated March 13, 2020

https://education.alaska.gov/news/pdf/3-13-2020-DEED-COVID-19-
Memo-to-Alaska-Public-Schools.pdf
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Major Education Announcements

•First Health 
Mandate - March 
13, 2020

•Second Health 
Mandate - March 
16, 2020
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InDEED Communication Efforts

• DHSS Unified Command Conference Calls
• Internal Emergency Response Team
• In-State: 

• Daily group calls with superintendents (ASA)
• Individual calls with district and school staff
• Social media messaging (@AlaskaDEED)
• Online resources – webinars, videos
• …and growing daily!

• Nation:
• Twice-weekly calls with the Council of Chief State School 

Officers (CCSSO) and U.S. ED
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Health & Safety 
Information & Resources

• DEED POC: Todd Brocious, School Health and Safety Education 
Administrator, (907) 465-2887

• https://education.alaska.gov/safeschools/infectiousdisease
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Support for 
Distance and 
Remote 
Teaching and 
Learning

DEED launched a Teaching & Learning Support site to offer information, 
resources, and leadership to teachers and school leaders across Alaska. 

The site serves as a clearinghouse where we share great ideas gleaned from a 
variety of locations and sources. 
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Alaska 
Education 
Network
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Student Nutrition
• 32 districts have 

submitted waiver 
requests

• 23 districts have 
approved feeding plans 
for their communities 

• 213 sites
• 1 Head Start 
• 5 after-school programs 

have submitted waiver 
requests
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Supporting Students with 
Special Needs
• #1 Priority: Keep students safe and then provide 

the services identified in the IEP, making 
accommodations as necessary. 

• District special education leadership has been 
provided a DEED mobile contact number for 24/7 
support 

• Daily webinars with DEED
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Residential School Programs

• Residential schools are committed to maintaining a 
connection with students and continuing education 
as students return home.

https://education.alaska.gov/news/pdf/3-16-2020-DEED-COVID-19-
Memo-to-Residential-School-Programs.pdf
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Statewide Assessments
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High School Seniors

Graduation Requirements
• Educators across Alaska 

are currently preparing 
for possible distance 
delivery of instruction

• DEED expects the 
education of our 
students to continue

APS Eligibility
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Supporting Educators
Teacher Certification
Current Online Support:
• Educators applying for 

certification can utilize 
DEED’s Online Payment 
Center

• Educators renewing 
certification can utilize 
DEED’s Online 
Certificate Renewal 
process

Looking Ahead:
• Certification expirations
• Emergency certificates
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School Calendar Waivers

• The Commissioner has the authority in Statute to 
waive the school term requirement if necessary (AS 
14.03.030)

• At this time, non-student contact days are to be 
used as in-service days for educators
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InDEED: Connect With Us

• COVID-19: 
https://education.alaska.gov/safeschools/infectiousdisease

• Teaching & Learning Support:
https://www.aklearns.org

Main Line: (907) 465-2800
• @AlaskaDEED on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 

Flickr, and Vimeo
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