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& Sexual Assault

To: Representative Tarr

From: Carmen Lowry, ANDVSA Executive Director
Re: ANDVSA Support for CSSSHB 182

Date: 4 March 2020

CC: House Finance Committee

ANDVSA supports HB182 and encourages Finance Committee members to give favorable consideration
and swift support to this survivor-supportive bill. Representative Tarr, ANDVSA further appreciates your
consistent leadership in bringing forward legislation that is so clearly survivor-centered AND realistic and

responsive to Alaska-specific challenges such as setting up realistic time frames.

HB 133 shortens the testing of sexual assault examination kits from one year, down to six menths, This

means once kits are received by the testing laboratory, they will be tested in six months or less.

A six month turn around means more possibilities for using evidence in investigations, and faster closure
for victims. Additionally, a six-month kit testing time increases the likelihood that law enforcement and
legal representatives will be able to reach victims for follow up, and further may reduce anxieties and
fears that victims may experience during that time when they wait for information to emerge regarding the

horrific experience of sexual violence.

Thank.you,

Carmen Lowry

Executive Director

Member Programs

Anchorage AWAIC, STAR | Bethel TWC | Cardova CFRC | Craig HOPE | Dillingham SAFE | Fairbanks IAC
Haines Becky's Place | Homer SPHH | Juneau AWARE | Kenai LeeShore Center | Keichikan WISH
Kodiak KWRCC | Kotzebue MFCC | Nome BSWG | Petersburg WAVE | Seward SeaView Community Services
Sitka SAFV | Unalaska USAFV | Utgiagvik AWIC | Valdez AVV



