
From: Alyssa Keill
To: Senate Labor and Commerce
Subject: Support SB 182
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 10:25:24 AM

Good morning,
I live in Fairbanks and would like to voice my support for SB 182. 

First and foremost it is important that Alaska mirror the Federal law that one must be 21 to
purchase nicotine/tobacco products, and without AK Statute matching, our SYNAR program
cannot make sure this happens. The majority of adult smokers begin before the age of 21.

Secondly, as a youth swim coach, I get to work with kids every day, and they constantly come
into practice talking about the issues of vaping in their schools. Increasing the price of e-
cigarette products will help prevent youth from picking up the products because it will make
them more expensive. Studies over and over show that a minimum price increase of 10% will
lead to at least 7% decrease in youth use. 

I would love to see a generation that is not addicted to nicotine.
Thank you,
Alyssa Keill
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From: mailagent@thesoftedge.com on behalf of joe.oconnor@holidaycompanies.com
To: Sen. Click Bishop
Subject: Oppose Senate Bill 182
Date: Friday, February 14, 2020 7:19:21 AM

Dear Senator Bishop:

Our retail store is located in your legislative district. We have serious concerns with Senate Bill 182, which imposes
a new excise tax on vapor products at the rate of 75% of the wholesale price.

This new vapor products tax will cause our store sales to decline further.  Our customers are sophisticated and will
avoid paying these taxes.  They will engage in "show room" shopping, buying a vapor product in our store to try it
and, if they like it, make future purchases over the Internet or from illegal sellers and avoid paying excise and sales
taxes in the process. 

If the intent is to discourage underage vaping, you should know that underage use of cigarettes and tobacco products
is at historic lows, a new federal law makes it illegal nationwide to sell tobacco products to anyone under 21, and the
FDA has also just regulated vapor products to remove many flavored e-cigarettes from the market to keep them
away from youth. These laws should be allowed to work to further reduce underage use of vapor products.

Many adult customers consider vapor products to be a positive alternative to traditional, combustible cigarettes. 
Because electronic cigarettes heat liquid containing nicotine rather than burn tobacco, they do not share the same
health-related characteristics associated with traditional cigarettes, and current scientific information strongly
supports that these products offer a consumer a high level of harm reduction. From a retailer's perspective, it seems
counterproductive to impose a tax on less harmful vapor products when adult smokers should not be discouraged
from using them.

An excise tax that becomes a disincentive for adults to transition from traditional cigarettes to vapor products or
creates an incentive for our customers to buy their preferred products on the Internet or illegally to avoid paying
taxes is in no one's interest-not the State, not its consumers, and not its retailers.
       
Please consider the concerns of retailers and oppose Senate Bill 182.

Sincerely,

Joe O'Connor

Location(s):
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From: George Stewart
To: Senate Labor and Commerce
Subject: SB182
Date: Tuesday, March 3, 2020 9:50:59 AM

Please vote YES for SB 182. It is CRITICAL for the health of youth and adults
in Alaska. I'm sure you know about the growing health risks to you with the
use of vaping products -- there has been a growing number of teens developing
severe lung disease from vaping products and a growing number of teen deaths
from it's use.
For the health and safety of adults in Alaska PLEASE VOTE YES ON SB182

George L Stewart, MD (Alaskan for almost 50 years)
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