States Should Enact Tobacco 21 to Reinforce New
Federal Law
Congress has enacted legislation
raising the federal minimum age to 21
for all tobacco products.
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States should change their minimum
age requirement to 21 in parallel.

Alabama

$5,406,776

Nebraska

$1,739,221

Alaska

$2,893,070

Nevada

$3,851,022

First, raising the minimum age to 21
will help reverse underage vaping
rates. FDA has called these rates an
“epidemic” and we agree there is an
urgent need to address this problem.
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Total
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Second, different minimum age
requirements at the federal and state
level will confuse consumers and
retailers, and lead to ineffective
enforcement.
Third, up to 10% of future SAMHSA
substance abuse grants to the states
will be conditioned on states enforcing
the new federal Tobacco 21 through
their existing youth tobacco prevention
inspections. In fiscal year 2018, 10%
of these SAMHSA grants amounted to
$392 million nationwide. 1
Of note, this federal legislation also
appropriates $18.58 million in
transitional grants to states to plan for
or ensure compliance with these new
requirements.
For these reasons, states should act
now to enact and enforce 21 as the
legal age to purchase tobacco
products in their state.
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