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Mission: Actively promote and protect the health of  the citizens 
of  Alaska through the safe and effective practice of  nursing as 
defined by law.

Alaska Board of  Nursing 

License Numbers for FY2019
*Registered Nurses: 14,697
*Licensed Practical Nurses: 805
Advanced Practice Registered Nurses: 1,388
Certified Nurse Aides: 3,416
Total licensees: 20,306

*Eligible to enter the NLC
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What is Licensure? 

• Minimum qualifications to practice.

• Age and experience are not a factor of  licensure.

• Licensure requirements for NLC are more 
comprehensive than Alaska.
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Nursing Facts in Alaska That Impact Healthcare 

• The average time for nursing licensure.
• Nurse licensure application completion rate.
• Loss of  income for the nurse.
• Loss of  patient contact hours.
• Amount of  nursing graduates .
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Current Nurse Vacancies in Alaska

670 vacancies in
nursing positions
in 2019
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What is the Nurse Licensure Compact?

It is an agreement among states to offer an optional multistate 
license to nurses who have met eleven high standards of  
education, training, and discipline-free practice.

AS 28.37.010. Compact Enacted.
The Driver License Compact is enacted into law and entered 
into with all other jurisdictions legally joining in it in the form 
substantially contained in AS 28.37.110 - 28.37.190.

Alaska joined the Driver License Compact in 1986.

https://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title28/Chapter37/Section110.htm
https://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/Statutes/Title28/Chapter37/Section190.htm
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What is the Nurse Licensure Compact?

The Alaska Board of  Nursing retains full authority to:

• Ensure all nurses practicing in Alaska are following 
our standards, laws, and rules.

• Offer multistate licensure or single state licensure as 
an option.

• Remove the ability of  a nurse with a multistate 
license to practice in our state.

The Interstate Compact Commission agreement is made 
through statute and can only be changed when all 
participating states agree to new laws.
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Benefits to Alaska

Reduces cost/burden on nurses.

Reduces cost/burden on employers.

Expedites disaster relief.

Adds options to keep Alaska-trained nurses in state.
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Benefits to Alaska

Increases access to care.

Increases telehealth solutions for Alaskans.

Eases burden on military families.

Expands employment opportunities for Alaska nurses:
• Facilitates online education.
• Telehealth work.
• Seasonal employment flexibility.
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NLC Requirements vs Alaska Requirements 
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Nurse Licensure Compact in 34 states
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Nurse Licensure Compact Survey Results

3527 
RESPONDENTS

92%

3%
4%

Alaska-licensed nurses’ views on entering the 
compact

(December 2019)

Yes No No Opinion
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Survey Results
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Danette Schloeder MSN, RN, 
Chair, Board of  Nursing  

Marianne Murray DNP, MSN, RN,
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Contact Information:
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