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& Sexual Assault

To: Representative Claman, Chair, House Judiciary Committee
Members of the House Judiciary Committee

CC: Representative Josephson
Representative Hopkins
Representative Knopp
Representative Kreiss-Tomkins
Representative Sponholz
Representative Tuck
Representative Fields

ANDVSA Member Agencies
Date: 23 February 2020

Re:  Support for HBO198A: An Act relating to aggravating factors considered at sentencing.

ANDVSA offers its full support of HB198 and urges the House Judiciary Committee to review and
consider this bill as it adds additional protective language for victims targeted due to their “sexual
orientation or identity.”

Survivors and victims of sexual violence experience elevated risk of victimization when
they are targeted for their sexuality and/or gender presentation’; this targeting negatively affects health
and well-being, and can be lethal.! About one fifth of “bias motivated” or “identity abuse” crimes are
based on sexual orientation or gender identity bias.” In a national survey, youth who identified as lesbian,
gay, bisexual, and transgender were 120% more likely to experience homelessness compared to
heterosexual and non-transgendered youth." In turn, homelessness leaves youth more vulnerable to
labor and sex trafficking”, as well as sexual assault, and early death".

In Alaska, local organizations support youth who experience multiple forms of elevated violence
and homelessness when they are targeted and excluded based on sexual orientation and gender
identity. ¥ vit ® Recently, a woman was threatened repeatedly, including having a rock thrown into her
windshield, and was then attacked with a knife in her home, due to her LGBTQ identity and work.
Without adding sexual orientation and gender identity to our statute, these crimes cannot be prosecuted

accurately, nor can youth be effectively protected.
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